
PAPEL MONEDA DE 

TAMAULIPAS EN 

EL SIGLO XIX 

Por Eduardo Rosovsky 

DE COMO LAS "VIEJAS" GANARON 
UNA INCRUEN'TA BATALLA 

El heroe del 2 de abril se habla 

a lzado contra el Presidente Juarez, a 

causa de Ia reelecci6n de este . . . Pero, 

mientras se desarrollaba Ia rebeli6n 

conforme al Plan de Tuxtepec, el Be

nemerito de las Americas falleci6 y le 

sucedi6 en Ia Presidencia, D. Sebastian 

Lerdo de Tejada. 

No por e llo, el Gral. Dlaz ces6 en sus 

esfuerzos para abatir al gobierno esta 

b lecido, coso que finalrnente logr6. En 

su lucha cont6 con persona jes de g ra n 

f uerza popu lar y polit ico en varios e:;

tados de Ia Republ ica. Entre aquel las 

se destacaba por su p intoresquismo y 

astucia, el Gral. Servando Cana les, ca

cique y eterno Gobernador de Tamau

lipas, quien gozaba de inmensa popu· 

laridad entre sus paisanos. 
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THE PAPER MONEY 

OF TAMAULIPAS IN 

THE XIX CENTURY 

By: Eduardo Rosovsky 

Translated by Duane D. Doug las 

ABOUT HOW THE "GALS" WON A 

BLOODLESS BATTLE 

The hero of Apri l 2 had risen in 

arms against President Juarez, because 

of his reelection . . . but while the re

bellion progressed according to the 

Plan of Tuxtepec, President Juarez died 

and was succeeded by Sebastian Ler

do de Tejada. 

In spite of this, General Diaz did not 

cease in his efforts to overcome t he 

establ ished government, and he was 

f inally successful. During the strugg le, 

he depended upon important popula r 

and politica l f igures in various states 

of the Republ ic, among whom Genera l 

Servando Cana les was outstand ing for 

h is p icturesque personal ity and clever

ness. As loca l boss and eternal governor 

o f Tamau lipas, he was immensely po

pular among his fel low countrymen. 
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Mapa del Estada de Tamculipas. 

Si quisieramos hablar de "vidas pa
ralelas ", bien podrlamos equipararlo 
-en mas de un aspecto-, con el pos
terior y mas celebre Centauro del Norte. 
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Map o f the State of Tamauli pas 

If we wish to speak of " parallel 
lives ", we may easily compare him 
- in many ways- with the famous 
"Centaur of the North " of a later date, 
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AJ igua l que Pancho Villa, era un hom
bre inculto y lo reconoda en toda 
oportunidad; vali ente y astuto para Ia 
guerra; estratega nato, de gran inteli
gencia nat ura l; honrado a carta caba l 
-lo cual no le impedla gastar enormes 
sumas de dinero en sus gustos y capri
chos-. 

Se adhirio al Plan de Tuxtepec, ya 
"puesto al dia" por el Plan de Palo 
Blanco y permanecio f ie l a l Gral. Dlaz 
hasta el fin de su propia vida, sin que 
ello fuese obice para desobedecer a Don 
Porfirio, cuantas veces lo creyera nece
sario para segui r conservando el poder. 

La biografla de este hombre singular 
solo puede escribirse a base de anecdo
tas; pero debemos anticipar a fuer de 
honestos, que gano sus grados militares 
superiores en victoriosas batallas, du
rante Ia Guerra de Reforma {donde co
menzo por organizar un numeroso gru
po de rancheros, a cuya cabeza se pu so 
autonombr6ndose Teniente-Coronel} y 
despues, peleando contra los franceses 
y contra Maximiliano. 

He aqui algunos incidentes que nos 
cuentan sus biografos y que lo pintan 
de cuerpo entero. 

En una ocasion, en que el Ministro 
de Gobernacion le presento Ia banda de 
General de Division que, como obse
quio, le enviaba e l Presidente Jua rez, 
e l Gral. Cana les Ia rechazo, alegando 
que eso no era para el, porque "el no 
usaba hilachos". " Anda, hijo, devuel
vesela a Tio Benito y d ile que con y sin 
ese trapo, yo soy Ia misma gata, pero 
revolcada". . . Y, en efecto, jamas por-
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otherwise known as Pancho Villa. The 
same as Pancho Villa, he was an une
ducated man and w illing to admit it 
a t a ll times; brave and a stute fo r war
fa re; a natura l born strategist; with 
great native intelligence; thoroughly 
honest which did not keep him from 
spending large amounts of money to 
satisfy his every whim. 

He joined the Plan of Tuxtepec, 
updated by the Plan of Palo Blanco, 
and remained faithful to Genera l Diaz 
ti ll the end of his days; however, this 
was never an obstacle fo r him to dis
obey Genera l Diaz as often as was 
necessary in order to remain in power. 

The biography of this singular man 
can only be told in the form of anec
dotes; but by all righteousness, we must 
say that his military honors were gained 
by winning battles during the War of 
Reform {where he began by organizing 
a large group of farmers of whom he 
made himself leader, ta king for himself 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel} and 
later by fighting against the French and 
Maximilian. 

The following are a few of the in
cidents related by his biographers which 
describe him quite realistically: 

On one occasion, when the Minister 
of the Interior presented him with the 
band of Division Genera l, which Pre
sident Juarez sent him a s a g ift, Ge
neral Canales refused it, saying that 
that type of thing was not for him, 
because, " he didn't wear rags" . " Go 
home, my boy, return it to Uncle Benito 
and tell him that, with or w ithout that 
rag, I am the same rebel . . . " And, so 
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Fig. 1 

t6 un uniforme militor, sino un simple 

pontol6n "ranchero" ojustodo y una 

guoyobero y eventuolmente, chaqueta 
chorra. 

En una de tantos veces en que se 

rebel6 contra el gobierno establecido, 

se enviaron en su contra dos divisio

nes, a las 6rdenes de los omeritados 

generales D. Mariano Escobedo y D. 

S6stenes Rocha. Canales sigui6 Ia tac

tico de rehui r el combote, sin permiti r 

que lo olcanzaron james y, a si, los 

tra jo por todo Ta moulipos, para arriba 

y para obo jo, hosta q ue fast idiado 

el Gro l. Escobedo le mand6 ofre

cer gorontias y le osegu r6 q ue se

guirio o l frente del Estado, si deponia 

los armas. La respuesta no se hizo es

peror: "Diganle al Genera l Escobedo 
que soy yo q uien les ofrece g a rantia s ... 
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he was; he never wore a military uni
form, just a plain pair of tight "farm" 

pants, a tropical shirt and, at times, a 
cowboy jacket. 

On one of the many occasions in 

which he rose against the established 

government, two divisions under the 

orders of Generals Mariano Escobedo 

and S6stenes Rocha were sent against 

him. Cana les' tactic was to ovoid direct 

combat, he never allowed them to 

catch up with him, and thus, he forced 

them to fol low him a l l over the state of 

Tamaulipas, unti l Genera l Escobedo, 

who wa s thorough ly fed up w ith the 

situation, decided to offer guarantees; 

he offered to acknowledge Canales' 

position as head of the State, if he 

would agree to loy down arms. The 

answer was not long in coming: "Tell 
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Que se retiren sus tropas y se restable
cera Ia paz" ... 

Son notables sus brillantes argucias, 
las estratagemas que us6 en las ba
tallas en que tom6 parte. En cierta 
ocasi6n, se vio rodeado de enemigos 
cuyo numero aventajaba con mucho, a 
sus propias fuerzas. 

La bata lla estaba en peligro de per
derse, cuando Canales mand6 a uno de 
los suyos a reunir, en Ia retagua rdia, 
a 500 mu jeres del pueblo -yo todos 
los hombres habian sido previamente 
movi lizados- , montadas a cabal lo. La 
polvareda que levantaron las "ama zo
nas'' al acercarse al campo de batalla, 
a todo galope, fue tal que el enemigo, 
suponiendo que llegaban grandes re
fuerzos de tropes para el Gral. Canales, 
huy6 precipitadamente, abandonando 
armas y equipo ... 

Y don Servando, siempre que lo con
taba, se reia a carcajadas: " jHaberlos 
derrotado con puras viejas ... !". 

DE COMO SE HIZO APROBAR " POR 
UNANIMIDAD", UN DECRETO DE 

EMISION DE PAPEL MONEDA ... 

Cuando e l Gobernador D. Servando 
Canales decidi6 co locarse del lado del 
caudi llo Oaxaqueno, en su rebeli6n 
contra e l Presidente Lerdo de Tejada, 
tom6 todas las medidas previsibles. 
Entre e lias - como se necesitaria dine
ro para Ia conducci6n de Ia lucha ar
mada- Ia em isi6n de bonos o vales, y 
para tal efecto se aconsej6 con el Se
cretario del Gobierno del Estado, Jime-
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General Escobedo that I am the one 
who will offer guarantees . . . If he 
withdraws his troops, peace shall pre
vail again" ... 

His subtlety was noteworthy and so 

the strategy he used in his battles. Once, 

he was surrounded by enemy troops 

greatly outnumbering his own. The bat
t le was sure to be lost, when Canales 

sent one of his men to the rear to get 

together 500 town women - the men 

had been previous ly mobil ized- to ride 
horseback. On approaching the battle 

field at full gallop, the "Amazons" 

raised such a tremendous dust cloud 

that the enemy supposed large reinforce

ments were arriving for General Cana
les and they took to their heels leaving 

arms and equipment behind ... 

And, Don Servando would always 
relate the story with boisterous laugh
ter. " I beat them with women ... ! 

ABOUT HOW A PAPER MONEY ISSUE 
WAS APPROVED BY " UNANIMOUS'' 

DECISION 

When Governor Servando Canales 

decided to support the Oaxaca leader 
in his rebell ion aga inst President Lerdo 

de Tejada, he did so with a great deal 
of foresight. Among other things, there 

was the problem of how to supply mo

ney for warfare - by issuing bonds or 
promissory notes. So he consulted the 

secretary of the State Government, Ji-
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Fig. 2 {Tamaiio red ucido) 

nez, en lo relative a los preceptos le
gales, pero sin avisar al Cong reso loca l 

ni a persona a lguna fuera de sus in
condiciona les, hasta que lo crey6 opor

tuno. 

Asl, el 28 de junio de 1876, pidi6 y 

obtuvo del Congreso facultades extra

ordinarias en materia de Hacienda y 

de Guerra y, el 15 de julio del mismo 

ano, volvi6 a convocar a Asamblea a 

los d iputados exclusivamente para Ia 

f irma del Decreto de emisi6n .. . , mos

trandoles a Ia vez los e jemplares del 

papel moneda, ya todos impresos . .. 

Los miembros del Soberano Congreso, 

indignados, negaron su firma y uno 

tras otro fueron razonando su nega

tiva. 
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menez, regarding legal precepts, but 
he didn 't not ify the Sta te Congress nor 

anyone else, except is closest follow

ers, until he found it opportune to do so. 

Thus, on June 28, 1876, he reques

ted and obtained from Congress ex
traordinary faculties in matters of inter

nal revenue and war, and on July 15 
that same year, he again convoked the 

assembly of Cong ress for the sole pur

pose of signing the Decree authorizing 

the issue of paper money . . . At the 
same time he presented them with sam

ples of said paper money, already 

printed . . . The indignant members of 

the Sovereign Congress, refused to sign, 

and one by one presented their argu

ments against it. 
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Tras de escuchar, en silencio y con 

toda ca lma, a los primeros nueve (8 + 
1 formaban mayoria simp le), Cana les 
interrumpi6 el procedimiento para un 
receso. Entonces, hacienda uso de sus 

faculta des militares, orden6 en el acto 

Ia leva de los nueve individuos, que 
fueron internados como soldados rasos 
en el cuartel anexo al Palacio. En cuan

to fveron acuartelados, se les hizo ves
tir con el uniforme de reclutas y co

menzaron de inmediato a hacer las 

practices respectivas, con todo el equipo 

iY o p leno sol! ... 

Mientras tanto, en Palacio, los dipu

tados que aun fa ltaban d e votar, deci

dieron " libremente" avalar con su fir

ma el decreto que " autorizaba " Ia emi

si6n de billetes yo emit idos, por ur. 

va lor tota l de $ 50,000.00. No pas6 

mucho rato, y los diputados-reclutas pi

dieron aud iencia al senor Gobernador, 

yo p lenamente "convencidos" de Ia 

bondad del decreto. En cuanto fueron 
liberados, se apresuraron a fi rmarlo de 

Ia misma manera, con lo cual este de-

After calmly listen ing in silence to 

the first nine (8 + 1 was a simple 

ma jority), Canales interrupted the pro

ceedings by asking for a recess. Then, 

making use of his newly acqui red mi

litary powers, he ordered that the nine 

individuals be recruited as privates at 

the barracks next to the town hall. As 

soon as they were quartered, they were 

forced to put on the uniform for re

cruits, and immediately began to march 

with full equipment in the burning sun. 

Meanwhi le, in the town hall, the de

puties who had not yet voted, decided 

openly to sign the decree that "authori

zed '' the issue of bills already issued, 

for a total value of $ 50,'000.00. It was 

not long before the recruited deputies 

asked for a hearing before the gover

nor, now thorough ly "Convinced" o f 

the convenience of the decree. As soon 

as they were f reed they signed it with 

out delay, which meant that this de-

creto result6 aceptado por unanimi- cree was unanimously accepted . 

dad ... 

Este papel moneda, de circu laci6n 
forzosa, fue factor de sumo importan

cia para el triunfo de los rebeldes, pues 

sirvi6 pa ra pagar haberes a las t ropas 

que luchaban en Tamau lipas y San Lu is 
Potosi. Despues de Ia victoria, bastante 

trabajo le cost6 a Don Porfirio, para 
que el Gral. Canales retirase los billetes 

que -segun aseguran algunos histo
riadores-, siguieron circulando aun, 
por espacio de un par de anos. 
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This paper money, forced into cir

culation, was a very important factor 

in the triumph of the rebels; it was 

used to pay for the equipment of troops 

that fought in San Luis Potosi and Ta 

maulipas. After the f ina l v ictory, it wa s 

quite difficult for Porfirio Diaz to get 

General Canales to have these notes 

withdrawn from circulation. According 

to some historians they continued to 

circulate for another two years. 
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Fig . 3 (Tama no reduddo) 

DE " LOS CREDITOS DEL ESTADO 
DE TAMAULIPAS" 

Conocemos esos billetes, unicamente 

en denominaciones de $ 0.50, $ 1.00 y 
$ 1 0,000; pero se ha rumorado que 

tambien se emitieron con valor de VEIN

TICINCO CENTAVOS y CINCO PESOS, lo 
cual es muy posib le pero a nosotros no 

nos consta. La dificu ltad para aclara r 

esta duda consiste, desafortunadamen
te, en que el decreto no especifica 

denominaciones y solo indica una can

tided globa l. 
Los bil letes de 0.50, {Fig. 1) d icen en 

el anverso: 

ABOUT " THE CREDITS OF THE 
STATE OF TAMAULIPAS" 

We know these bills in .50¢, $ 1.00 

and $ 10.00 denominations only. Rum

or has it that TWENTY-FIVE CENTAVO 

and FIVE PESO notes were also issued, 
which is quite possible, though we have 

never seen them. Unfortunately, it is 

rather d iff icu lt to clea r up this point be

ca use t he decree doesn 't specify deno

minations but on ly expresses a g lo ba l 

a mount. 

The obverse of the .50 ¢ note reads : 

CREDITO DEL ESTADO DE TAMAULIPAS 
$ 50 

No. 75 

cuatro reales 

MEXICO 
1876 
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Llevan dos sellos: uno, "Gobierno del 
Estado de Tama ulipas", con e l escudo 
de armas, correspond iente; otro, mas 
chico: "Secretaria del Gobierno de Ta
maulipas" y dos f irmas: a Ia derecha, 
CANALES y a Ia izquierda Jimenez, con 
sus respectivas rubricas. En Ia parte su
perior izquierda, figura Ia numeraci6n 
ordinal. Medida, 13 x 7 em. Color ro
sado. 

Los de $ 1.00, (Fig. 2) rezan asi: 

It has two seals: one, "Gobierno del 

Estado de Tamaulipas", with the corres

pond ing coat-of-arms; the other is sma l

ler and reads; "Secretaria del Gobierno 

de Tamau lipas" and two signatures; to 

the right, CANALES and to the left Jime

nez. Ordinal numbering appears at the 

upper left corner. 

It measures 13 x 7 Cms. Color: pink. 

The $ 1.00 bill reads: 

CREDITO DEL ESTADO DE TAMAULIPAS 

$ 1 
UN PESO 

MEXICO 
1876 

Llevan tres sellas: dos, de "Secre taria 
del Gobierno de Tamaulipas" y uno pe
queno, de "Servando Canales. Victo
ria " ; y las dos firmas, rubricadas en Ia 
misma forma. La numeraci6n, como en 
el anterior. Medida, 14.8 x 7.2 em. Co
lor gris. 

It has three sea ls: two read: "Secre
taria del Gobierno de Tamau li pas" and 
the other, smaller than the first, reads, 

"Servando Canales. Victoria " ; the same 
signatures and numbering as on the 
.50¢ note. This one measures 14.8 x 7.2 
Cms. Color: grey. 

Los de $ 1 0.00, (Fig. 3) son como 
sig ue: 

The $ 10.00 b ill reads: 
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CREDITO DEL ESTADO DE TAMAULIPAS 

$ 10 
DIEZ PESOS 

MEXICO 
1876 
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Llevan tres sellos, a saber: dos de 

"Comandancia General de Tamaulipas", 
con escudo en el centro, con el agu ila 

mexicana de frente, las a las abiertas y 

Ia serpiente en el pico; y el pequeno de 
" Servando Cana les. Victoria"; y t res 
f irmas con rubricas: S. Canales, F. Ji

menez y - en el centro-, F.S. Prieto. 
La numeraci6n, como en los anteriores, 

pero con cifras de menor tamano. Me

dido, 16 x 8.5 em. - Color: cafe. 

los billetes tienen diverse t ipografia, 

aumentando el tamano de las letras de 
acuerdo con e l tamano del b i l lete; los 

disenos y d ibujos de fantasia q ue los 
adornan, varian de una a otra denomi

naci6n, con el objeto de identificarlos 
con mayor rapidez, haciendo mas di
ficil Ia falsificaci6n o impidiendola to

talmente. Las firmas todas, son aut6-
grafas .Los reversos estan en blanco. 

NOTAS ACLARATORIAS: 

a) "Victoria'', en los sellos. es por Cludad Vic
toria, Capital d el Estado de Tamaulipas. 

b) F. Jimenez, era el Secrctarlo del Gobierno 
del Estado. 

c) F. S. Prieto: aparece solamente en los de 
DIEZ PESOS, cuando por prlmera y fullca 
vez se u tilizan sellos de Ia Comandancia, 
por lo que suponemos que se trataba del 
Comandant e General de Tamautipas. 

This one also has three seals, as fo

l low: two read ''Comandancia General 
de Tamau l ipas", the coat-of-arms in the 

center, the Mexican eag le facing, wings 

spread and serpent in its beak; the 
other is smaller and reads, " Servando 

Canales. Victoria"; there are three sig

natures: S. Cana les, F. Jimenez and 
F. S. Prieto. Numbering as on the oth

ers but smaller. It measures 16 x 8.5 

Cms. Color: brown. 

The bil ls have diverse typog raphy, 

the size of the letters g rows as the size 

of the bi l ls increases; for purposes of 

easy identification, the designs and 

drawings vary f rom one denomination 

to another and at the same time make 

counterfeiting more difficult or impossi

ble. All the signatures are autographs. 
The reverses are in blank. 

NOTES: 

a) "Victoria'' In the seal, stands for Cludad 
Victoria, capital of the State of Tamaul\pas. 

b) F. Jimenez was the Secretary to the State 
Govet·nment. 

c) F. s. Prieto: appears on ly on the ten peso 
note, when the seal of the Commander's 
heaclquarters was used for the tlrst and 
only time, w hich leads us to think that 
P rieto was the General Commander of Ta
maUllpas. 

Compra y Vento de 

MONEDAS ANTIGUAS MEXICANAS 
Vento de implementos 

30 enos de servi r a los numismaticos 

Santiago 'Jerrer e Hijos 

5 de Mayo 43 - 104 

We Buy and Sell 

OLD MEXICAN COINS 
We sell numismatic supplies. 

30 yea rs serving numismatists 

Mexico 1, D. F. 
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CREDITOS DEL EST ADO DE 

TAMAULIPAS 

(2a. Parte). 

ESLABON. 

Cuando escribf - hace a I g u n o s 

afios- el ensayo que, con el titulo de 
" Papel Moneda de Tamaulipas en el 

Siglo XIX", fue publicado en el Bole
tin No. 75 de Ia Sociedad Numismati

ca de Mexico no cref por un s61o mo

mento haber agotado el tema: antes 

al contrario, con todo prop6sito in
tente sembrar dudas sabre algunos 
datos hist6rico - estadisticos e inclu f 
indicios de valores distintos a los co
nocidos hasta entonces. 

Ciertamente, prosegui Ia investiga
ci6n de las incognitas que me habian 
dejado intrigado, esperando que -
mientras tanto- algun colega ahon
dara por su cuenta, presentandonos 
un estudio a fondo, plena de erudi
ci6n ... No hubo tal, Ia prolongada es
pera result6 inutil y lo unico que se 
logr6 fue Ia publicaci6n - en una re-

144 

CREDIT NOTES OF THE STATE 01-

TAMAUL/PAS 

(Second Part) 

LINK 

When I wrote -a few years back
the essay titled, "Paper Money of 
Tamaulipas in the XX Century", which 
rvas published in bulletin No. 75 of 
the Numismatic Society of Mexico, I 
did not believe in the slightest that 
I had exhausted the subyect. Quite 
the contrary, I intentionally attempted 
to /eave a doubt as to the statistics 
and historical data. I even included 
indications o f denominations un
known at that time. 

In fact, I contiued researching the 
subject in order to clear up doubts 
which had intrigued me, hoping 
that in the meantime, someone else 

would do the same and would pre
sent us w'i t h an in-depth study, 

there was no such study. The long 
wait proved to have been in vain 
the only thing which appeared was 
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vista numismatica extranjera, especia
lizada, de dos fichas bibliograficas 
contradictorias y una correcci6n pos
terior ... 

En vista de tan pobres resultados, 
he decidido ser yo quien publ ique 
tambien Ia 2a. Parte puesto que cuen
to con el material informativo nece
sario, aunado ello a Ia favorable cir
cunstancia del reciente descubrimien
to de un pequefio lote de esos billetes 
de todas las denominaciones, cuyas 
ilustraciones sirven para corroborar lo 
que ya se habfa anticipado en Ia 1a. 
Parte, pero sin poseer entonces las 
pruebas adecuadas. 

HOY, HACE CIEN ANOS .. 

En efecto, como se record ara, dicho 
papel moneda fue decretado por Ia 
Legislatura del Estado, el 15 de Ju lio 
de 1876, "autorizando" su emisi6n 
por Ia cantidad de CINCUENTA M IL 
PESOS ... No pienso repetir aquf Ia des
·cripci6n de las peripecias de aquel 
memorable dfa, ni Ia forma "democra
tica" en que se llev6 a cabo Ia vo
taci6n, ni tampoco el elegante estilo 
de persuaci6n que se utiliz6 para con
veneer a los diputados disidentes ... 

Cabe subrayar, sin embargo, que el 
dato sabre los $50,000 figura, tanto 
en las obras del General Torrea, cuan
to en Ia Historia de Tamaulipas del 
Prof. Saldivar, y en los escritos de los 
demas historiadores tamau lipecos que ' 
se ocuparon de ese asunto; pero ten
go buenos motivos para suponer que 
UNA FUE LA CANTIDAD AUTORIZA
DA y otra, superior en un 30 a 40% 
Ia q u e REALMENTE se imprimi6 y 
ci rcul6 .... si bien, este aumento pudo 
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the publishing in a specialized fo
reign numismatic magazine of TWO 
CONTRADICT 0 R Y BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
INDEX CARDS and their correction 
made at a later date .. .. 

In view of the poor results, I have 
decided to publish the Second Part 
also, since I have the necessary in
formation plus the favorable facts 
relating to the recent discovery of 
a small lot of these bills, IN ALL THE 
DENOMINATIONS, the illustrations of 
which corroborate what I had fore 
seen in the First Part of this work, but 
of which I was lacking adequate proof. 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, TO
DAY ... 

In effect, as will be remembered, 
said paper money was decreed by 
the State Legislature on july 15, 1876, 
"authorizing" its e m is s i o n for t~e 
amount of FIFTY THOUSAND PESOS ... 
I do not intend to repeat the descrip
tion of the incidents which took place 
on that memorable day, nor the "de
mocratic" form of the voting, nor the 
elegant style of persuasion which was 
used to convince the dissident depu
ties ... 

However, it is worth pointing out 
that the amount of $50,000 is expres
sed both in the works of General 
Torrea and the History of Tamaulipas 
by Prtifessor Saldivar, and in the writ-

.. ings of the res.t of the Tamaulipas 
historians who wrote about this sub
iect; butt, I have good reason to be
lieve that ONE AMOUNT WAS AU 
THOR/ZED and another, about 30% 
to 40% larger, was REALLY printed 
and released to circulation. The print· 
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haber sido muy posterior a Ia fecha in
dicada, al darse cuenta en Ia practica 
de que hacian falta valores pequeiios 
y medianos. 

Mencione en aquella ocasi6n, que 
los unicos valores conocidos eran los 
que catalog6 por vez primera D. Car
los Gaytan, a saber: 0.50, $1.00 y 
$10.00, si bien habfa yo sido informa
do de que tambien fueron emitido'> 
billetes en las denominaciones de 0.25 
y $5 00, " .... to cual tal vez fuese cier
to, pero no existfa constancia", y agre
gue mas adelante que " .... despues de 
Ia victoria, trabajo le cost6 a Don Por
firio Dfaz que el gobernador Cana
les retirase los billetes de Ia circula
ci6n, mismos que aun siguieron en 
uso durante un par de aiios." ... 

CONSIDERACIONES GENERALES 

Estos billetes fueron impresos por 

el anverso con el sistema de hueco
grabado, en papeles corrientes de di

ferentes espesores y variados colores, 
dejando mayormente los reversos en 

blanco. Se util izaron diversos estilos 

de tipograffa, aumentando el tamaiio 

de las letras en proporci6n directa a 
las dimensiones de los billetes que 
"crecfan" al incrementarse su denomi

naci6n. 

"Credito del Estado de Tamaulipas", 

es un r6tulo que se destaca por su am
plitud, predominando sobre el resto 

del texto. Los fantasiosos diseiios que 
adornan este papel moneda, varfan de 
uno a otro valor para ser identificables 
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ing of this difference may have been 
done MUCH LATER than the indicated 
date, when, in practice, small and 
medium denominations became ne
cessary. 

I menioned on "that occasion that 
the only known denominations were 
those which Carlos Gaytan had ca
talogued for the first time; that is, th.:! 
.50, $1.00 and $10.00. I had been 
informed that these notes had also 
been issued in 25 ¢ and $5.00 deno
minations, "which may not be true, 
since there is no existing proof", and 
I added later on, " .. after the victory, 
it was not easy for Porfirio Dfaz to 
get Governor Canales to withdraw thP. 
bills from circulation. THEY CONTI
NUED IN USE FOR ANOTHER TWO 
YEARS OR SO". 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

These bills were printed by means 
of the INCUSE DIE SYSTEM on their 
OBVERSE. Low-quality paper was used 
with different thicknesses and colors. 
The reverse was generally left blank. 
Different styles of typography were 
used, whereby the size of the letters 
increased in direct proportion to the 
dimension of the bills which also in
creased in size as the denominations 
became larger. 

The top legend, "Credito del Estado 
de Tamaulipas" is a heading that 
stands out over the rest of the text 
because of its large size. The imagi
native designs which adorn this paper 
money vary from one to another 
denomination SO AS TO BE IDENTI
FIABLE AT FIRST SIGHT and in ordet 
to make counterfeiting difficult. All 
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a simple vista y con el objeto de di
ficultar Ia falsificaci6n, todas las fir
mas son aut6grafas; los sellos en cam
bio son de hule y los papeles estan 
sellados a mano pero numerados con 
foliador. 

CLASIFICACION. 

a) .- ¢ 121;2 
UN REAL 

MEXICO 

Su tamaiio es de 65 x 32 mm. y se 
hallan impresos sobre papeles gruesos 
y delgados; blancos, morados y en di
ferentes tonalidades de lila, con tinta 
corriente de tono gris verdoso. Lie
van doble cenefa y un UNO (1) arabi
go en las cuatro esquinas. Contra lo 
acostumbrado, el anverso carece de 
fecha, firmas y sellos pero, singular
mente, en el reverso aparece (unica
mente), el sello de Servando Canales, 
acompariado de dos simples rubricas: 
Ia de el y otra, ilegible, probablemen
te de Jimenez. 

A juzgar por Ia numeraci6n que lo
gre hallar en el transcurso de Ia inves
t igaci6n, puedo suponer una emisi6n 
de MIL PESOS wando menos. La au
sencia de Ia fecha impresa permite 
concebir Ia idea de que fueron impre
sos mas adelante, quizas en 1877 .... 
posiblemente al darse cuenta de Ia ne
cesidad de moneda fraccionaria . 
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the signatures are done by hand. On 
the other hand, the seals on these 
bills were produced by hand using 
rubber stamps, and numbering ma
chines were used for the serial num
bers. 

CLASSIFICATION 

a).- ¢ 72% 
UN REAL 
MEXICO 

They are 65 by 32 mm and are 
found printed on both thick and thin 
paper. They are white, purple or dif
ferent tones of lilac. The ink is low 
grade and appears in a shade of gray
green. They bear a double design at 
the border and an arabic (1) at each 
of the four corners. Though quite 
unusual, the obverse bears neither 
date, signatures nor seals; 'however 
the reverse singularly shows the se~l 
of Servando Canales with two hand 
signatures: his and another one which 
probably belongs to jimenez. 

According to the serial numbers 
was able to find during my research, 
I conclude there was an emission of 
at least ONE THOUSAND PESOS. The 
lack of a date leads me to believe the.v 
were probably printed later -perhaps 
in 1877- possibly when the need fot 
fractional necessity money became 
apparent. 
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b).- ¢ 25 

VEINTE Y CINCO CENTAVOS 

MEXICO 

Sobre papel liliaceo de 87 x 45 mm, 
un diserio de flores y hojas de enre

daderas, prevaleciendo en las esqui
nas con el numero arabigo 25 (veinti

cinco), bien visible. 

Tambien carecen de Fecha pero no 
especifican su valor en rea/es, al con
trario de los anteriores; llevan en cam-

bio, en su anverso los sellos de: "Go

bierno del Estado de Tamaulipas" y 

"Servando Canales - VICTORIA", su 

firma y Ia de jimenez y el reverso en 

blanco. 

Hay suficientes motivos para pensar 

que ·Ia emisi6n fue de DOS MIL PE

SOS, posiblemente impresa tambien 

en 1877 ... 
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b).- ¢ 25 

VEINTE Y CINCO CENTAVOS 

MEXICO 

Printed on lilac-colored paper; 87 

by 45 mm, a design of flowers and 

/eaves of a climbing plant appear at 

each corner of the note with the 

arabic number 25 clearly depicted. 

Unlike the previous denomination, 

these notes do not specify the value 

in REALES, though they are a/so lack
ing the date. However, the reverse 

bears seals with the following le

gends: "Cobierno del Estado de Ta

maulipas" (Government of the state 

of Tamaulipas) and "Servando Cana

les VICTORIA", his signature and 

that of jimenez. The reverse is blank. 

There is reason enough to believe 

that the emission was for TWO THOU
SAND PESOS and possibly printed in 

1877 ... 
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c).- ¢ 50 
CUA TRO REALE$ 

MEXICO 
1876. 

Sus medidas: 13.3 x 7 em; los nu
meros bajos, impresos en papel blan
co azuloso y en lila, ton diferentes to
nalidades, los de alta numeraci6n. 
Adornos sumamente simples, co m o 
dibujados a pluma, con trazos senci
Jiios que forman un sinfln de semi
d rculos que parecen comenzar a Ia 
mitad de uno, para terminar en el si
guiente y al mismo tiempo formarse 
en este ultimo, el que te rminara en 
el posterior, y asf sucesivamente. 

En las esquinas, "50" con numeros 
arabigos y en 'el campo (1) dos se
llos: "Gobierno del Estado de Tamau
lipas", grande, con el Aguila como 
Escudo de Armas y otro de tamano 
menor: "Secretarla del Gobierno de 
Tamaulipas" mas las firm as de Canales 
y jimenez. Se observa Ia ausencia del 
sello personal del Gobernador y el re-

• CAMPO.-Voz que usamos en las monedas y 
que se presta perfectamente para su utlllza
cl6n en Ia descripcl6n del papel moneda. 
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c).- ¢ 50 
CUATRO REALES 
MEXICO 
1876 

Measurements: 13.3 x 7 Cm; low 
numbers, printed on blue white or 
lilac colored paper with the high se
rial numbered notes being printed 
on diverse shades of the same colors. 
Adornments are extremely simple, as 
if drawn by a pen with lines which 
form an endless group of semi-circles 
that appear to be super-imposed half 
way upon one another. 

At the corners, "50" in Arabic num
bers; and in the field *(1) two seals: 
"Gobierno del Estado de Tamaulipas" 
(Government of the State of Tamauli
pas), and the second, smaller than the 
first, "Secretarfa del Gobierno de Ta
maulipas" (Secretariat of the Govern
ment of Tamaulipas), and the signa
tures of Canales and jimenez. The per
sonal seal of the Governor is lacking 
and the reverse is blank. I believe a 

• FIELD.- Term used In the description or coi
nage which lends itselr perfectly well to the 
description or paper money. 
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verso, en blanco. Creo que en esta de
nomin~fi6n fueron emitidos un mlni
mo de DOS MIL QUINIENTOS PESOS. 

Los billetes de CINCUENTA CEN

T AVOS, que son los de mas bajo va
lor entre los puestos en circulaci6n en 
1876, se caracterizan por Ia exp/ica
ci6n de REALES, necesaria para el me

jor entendim iento de Ia gente que es

taba acostumbrada a efectuar sus com
pra-ventas en PESOS Y REALES, e in

.cluso TLACOS y PILONES ... 

I Por este motivo, cuando mas tarde 

/ se volvieron a emitir billetes en pe-
l q u e ii as denominaciones, se utiliz6 

Ia aclaraci6n "REALES", en los de DO
CE Y MEDIO CENTAVOS o "UN REAL", 

aunque se prescindi6 de Ia misma en 

el sigu iente valor, pensando tal vez 
que, si ya se conoda el menor y el 
mayor, facilmente se podrla deducir 

el intermedio, o sea DOS REALES, 
correspondiente a los VEINTICINCO 

CENTAVOS. 
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minimum value of TWO THOUSAND 
f 

FIVE HUNDRED PESOS were issued in 
this denomination. 

The 50 centavo bill, which was the 
lowest denomination placed in circu
lation in 1876, is characterized by the 
fact that it shows the value in both 
the Decimal and Real Systems; this 
was necessary in order for people to 
understand, since most people were 
used to carrying out their purchases 
and sales in both PESOS and REALES, 
and in TLACOS (1 ! 8 Real) and P/LO
NES (1 /16 Real) ... 

It was for this reason that when the 
smaller denominations of these notes 
were issued later on, the term REA-

LES was used again on the 121A Cen
tavos or one REAL, though it was done 

away with on the next denomination. 
Perhaps, the logic behind this was 
that if the 121A centavo and the 50 
Centavo denominations expressed the 
equivalent in REALES, it would be un

derstood on the intermediate value 

of 2 REALES or 25 Centavos. 
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d).- $ 1 

UN PESO 
MEXICO 

1876 

Sus dimensiones son de 16.2 x 8 em. 
y estan impresos sobre pape l blanco o 
crema los de numeraci6n baja (hasta 
4,000) y de co lor lilaceo los de Ia al
ta, con tinta preponderantemente de 
tono gris. 

Su diseno consiste en helechos, di
bujados en Ia parte centrica inferior 
del amplio campo y, en derredor del 
mismo, un ancho marco aparentando 
una larga fila de tabiques inclinados, 
formados uno junto a otro. 

Tambien en el anverso, hay dos se
llas, ambos iguales, de Ia "Secretarla 
del Gobierno de Tamaulipas' y un ter
cero, el de Canales; su firma y Ia de 
Jimenez figuran como de costumbre 
y al reverso esta en blanco. 

La impresi6n de estos billetes fue, 
probablemente, por Ia cantidad de 
OCHO M IL PESOS, con posibilidades 
de haber alcanzado Ia cifra de DIEZ 
MIL. 
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d).- $ 1 

UN PESO 
MEXICO 
1876 

It measures 16.2 by 8 Cm. and the 
low serial numbered notes are printed 
upon white or cream colored paper 
(to 4,000), while the high numbered 
notes are printed on lilac colored 
paper. The color of the ink is basically 
·gray. 

The design in the lower central 
part of the field is made up of ferns, 
and, around the border, a wide frame 
similar to a long line of bricks stand
ing on end leaning from one side to 
the other. 

There are two identical seals on the 
obverse, both of the "Secretarfa del 
Gobierno de Tamaulipas", and, a third 
one: Canales's. His signature and jime
nez's appear, as usual. The reverse is 
blank. 

It appears that these bills were 
printed for a total value of EIGHT 
THOUSAND PESOS, though they may 
possibly have reached the amount 
of TEN THOUSAND. 
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e).- $ 5 
CINCO PESOS 

MEXICO 
1876 

En tatmaiio de 16 x 8.6 em y tipo
graffa totalmente diferente en "MEXI
CO", con letras desproporcionada
mente grandes, de 7 mm de altura, 
y 14 mm las que indican el valor, en 
numeros tambien se distinguen de los 
billetes precedentes, por tener mas 
completas las firmas de "S. CANALES" 
y " Frco, Jimenez, O.M.", lo que hace 
colegir que estos- y los de las deno-
minaciones siguientes- fueron los 
primeros en ser impresos. 

Efectivamente, a Ia firma de Jime
nez sigue "O.M.", es decir OFICIAL 

MAYOR, a Ia par que e/ sella de Ia 
Secretaria del Gobierno de Tamauli

pas se haifa ausente; en los valores 

que anteceden -mas pequeiios-, 
esta misma firma se encuentra sin 

O.M. y el sello de Ia Secretarfa esta 
presente ... lo que significa claramen-
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e).- $ 5 
CINCO PESOS 
MEXICO 
1876 

These five peso notes measure 16 
by 8.6 Cm. The size of the letters in 
'MEXICO' are unproportionately large, 
7 mm high, whereas the letters ex
pressing the value in numbers measure 
14 mm. Another difference between 
this denomination and those which 
preceed it is the fact that the signa
tures of S. CANALES and Frco. jime
nez, 0. M. are more complete, which 
leads us to the conclusion that this 
denomination and those which follow 
it were the FIRST TO BE PRINTED. 

The letters "0. M" . follow the sig
nature of jimenez with the meaning 
of OFICJAL MAYOR (chief clerk, and 
the seal of the Secretariat of the Go
vernment of Tamaulipas is also lacking. 
On the smaller denominations, the 
signature of jimenez appears without 
the initials, "0. M." and the seal of 
the Secretariat is present, all of which 
clearly indicates that, in the meantime, 
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te que, mientras tanto, ya habfa sido 
promovido al puesto de Secretario: 

Un guas6n podrfa agregar otro " 16-
gico razonamiento" con visos de cre
dibilidad, a saber: en los billetes de 
yalores altos las firmas vienen com
pletas, con iniciales o abreviaturas de 
nombres seguidos de apellidos y si 
tomamos en cuenta que todas, abso-
1 utamente todas son manuscritas, po
drfase suponer que ya en los ultimos 
billetes Ia mano se habfa cansado .. . 
y por eso las f irmas fueron reducidas . . 

Pero volviendo a nuestro estudio, 
anadiremos que Ia impresi6n fue he
cha con una tinta de color indefinido 
sobre papel azu loso. Traen dos me
dias sellas del "Gobierno del Estado 
de Tamaulipas" a ambos lados y en 
el centro, en Ia parte inferior, el de 
Canales; un "5 ", arabigo en las cua
tro esquinas. 

Fue lanzada a Ia circulaci6n Ia can
tidad de CINCO MIL PESOS. 

f)-
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• $ 10 
D IEZ PESOS 

MEXICO 
1876 

he had been promoted to the Secreta
riat. 

:'nother "logica l reasoning" which 
m1ght present traces of credibility is 
as follows: the high denomination 
bills bear more COMPLETE signatures 
with initials or abbreviations of the 
first names followed by the surnames. 
If we consider the fact that absolutely 
all_ of these bills are hand-signed, we 
m1ght suppose that, by the time the}' 
began to sign the last bills, they were 
prob~bly quite tired, and this is why 
the s1gnatures began to shrink ... 

Returning to our study, we wish to 
specify that the printing was done 
with an ink of indefinite color on a 
bluish paper. These notes bear TWO 
HALF SEALS of the "Cobierno del Es
tado de Tamaulipas" at each side; in 
the lower center, is the seal of Cana
les, and an Arabic "5" is observed at 
each of the four corners. 

FIVE THOUSAND PESOS worth the 
notes were printed in this denomina
tion . 

f). - $ 10 
DIEZ PESOS 
MEXICO 
1876 
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Estan impresos en papel blanco o 
crema, de 16 a 8.6 em., con tinta 

cafe. La palabra MEXICO se destaca 

- por el tamario de sus letras en tipo 
romano-, asl como el diserio de los 
helechos; pero lo que mas llama Ia 

atenci6n, es el 11 10 11 grande, en el 
centro del campo por Ia parte supe

rior, del que salen rayos en todas di
reciones, cual si fuera un sol ... 

Tienen dos medios sellas de Ia Co

mandancia de Tamaul ipas y abajo el 

sello del Gral. Canales; las dos f irmas 
usua/es comp/etas y, por primera vez, 

aparecen una tercera: Ia de F. S. Prieto, 

probablemente Comandante General 
del Estado. 

Lo anterior se encuentra encerrado 

dentro de un amplio marco de 15 mm 
de ancho, formado por algunas hojas 

grandes y otras muchas pequef\as y 

en cuyas esquinas aparecen drculos 

dobles de 16 mm de diametro, con el 
11 10 11 en el centro. Reverso en blanco. 

Esta emisi6n se hizo por VEINTE 

MIL PESOS. 
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These bills are printed on white or 
cream colored paper; they measure 
16 by 8.6 Cm. and are printed in 
brown ink. The word MEXICO stands 
out because of its large-size Roman 
style letters. The design of ferns is ob
served again, but what attracts one.~ 
attention most is the large numeral 10 
in the upper central part of the field. 
Sun rays burst in all directions from the 
numeral ... 

Two half seals of the "Comandancia 
de Tamaulipas (Commander's head
quarters of Tamaulipas), and at the lo
wer central part of the note is the 
seal of General Canales. The usual two 
signatures are complete and, for the 
first time, there is a third signature 
that of F. S. Prieto, probably General 
Commander of the State. 

The margin is quite wide; about 15 
mm. wide, and it is made up of a 
design of large leaves; small /eaves 
f o r m the marginal designs of the 
double circles which appear at each 
corner. They bear the numeral "10" 
in their center and measure 16 mm. 
The reverse is blank. 

This issue was printed in a value 
of TWENTY THO~SAND PESOS. 
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g).- $ 25 

VEINTE Y CINCO PESOS 
M EXICO 

1876 

En tamario de 16 x 8.6 em, sobre 

papel blanco amarillento, con t inta 
de un color cafe indefinido y, por 

excepci6n, impresi6n tipografica en 

seis lfneas, donde resaltan "MEXICO" 

y " Credito del Estado de Tamaulipas", 
ambos con tipos g6ticos. La separa

c:6n en dos renglones de " Tamauli

pas", del rcsto del encabezado es 

-desde luego-, caso unico. 

El valor, con letras, ocupa todo lo 
largo del campo y los numeros se 
hallan encerrados en un ovalo d e 
1.2 x 4 em. El marco, cuya anchura 
es de 20 mm y esta formado por an
chas rayas de color claro, bastante 
irregulares en su trazo contiene, ade
mas de lo que llevamos descrito, las 
tres firmas completas que ya hemos 
visto, pero sin los sellos habituales; 
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g).- $ 25 
VEINTE Y CINCO PESOS 

MEXICO 
1876 

This bill measures 16 by 8.6 Cm. It 
is printed on a yellowish white paper 
with an undefined brown colored ink, 
and, it is the only one of the series 
whose legends appear on SIX LINES. 
The legends, "MEXICO" and "Credito 
del Estado de Tamaulipas" stand out 
because they are printed in Gothic 
type. Of course, the separation of the 
word, Tamaulipas, from the rest of the 
legend occurs only on this denomi
nation. 

The value, in letters, is printed 
across the fu ll width of the FIELD and 
the numbers expressing the va lue 
are directly above enclosed in an oval 
measuring 1.2 by 4 Cm. The frame is 
20 mm wide and its design is made 
up of wide light colored diagonal 
strips. They are crudely formed and 
do not bear the usual seals. The three 
signatures we have already described 
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sin embargo hay uno muy hermoso, 
grabado en blanco, del Gobierno del 
Estado de Tamaulipas, con el agui la 
sobre el nopal pero sin los laureles. 

En el reverso, en cambio, es donde 
aparecen los sellos de hule del Go
bierno del Estado y de Servando Ca
nales. 

Calculo que esta emisi6n alcanz6 
los VEINTICINCO MIL PESOS 

111.-H GENERAL SERVANDO 
CANALES 

SINGULARIDAD "' 

No, definitivamente no guardaba 
similitud con PANCHO VILLA ... Pues 
aun cuando tamb ien era pintoresco 
y astuto, amen de brillante jefe mili
tar, no habla en el espfritu de ven 
ganza y no s61o no era cruel, sino 
que "pecaba" de generoso; he aqui 
un ejemplo que lo retrata en ese as
pecto: al regreso de una de sus pro
longadas ausencias con motivo de 
sus deberes militares, se enter6 que 
un grupo de sus enemigos persiguien
de una ruin venganza, habia desen
terrado el cadaver de su madre, arras
trandolo por toda Ia ciudad. 

Las autoridades apresaron a los cu!
pables y todos esperaban que estos 
sedan fusilados, en castigo de su mal
dad. Debemos comprender Ia prime
ra reacci6n de Don Servando, su tris
teza y su rabia; mas, haciendo un 
acopio de voluntad casi sobrehumana, 

• En la primer a parte (Boletin 75 ), se 
le comparaba con Francisco Villa. 
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appear on this denomination. Though 
the obverse bears no sea/, there is one 
beautifully engraved in white of the 
"Gobierno del Estado de Tamaulipas", 
with the eagle on the cactus, but with
out the laurel leaves on the reverse . 
The reverse also shows the rubber
stamp seals of the "Gobierno del Es
tado' and Servando Canales. 

I estimat~ this issue at a b o u t 
TWENTY THOUSAND PESOS. 

Ill GENERAL SERVANDO CANA LES 

SINGULARITY • 

No, he definite I y was not like 
PANCHO VILLA. .. though he was also 
picturesque and astute, besides being 
a brilliant military leader, he did not 
possess the spirit of revenge; he was 

not cruel; in fact, he was quite gene
rous, of which the following is a good 
example: On returning from one of 
his long absences which were due to 
his military obligations, he learned 
that a group of his enemies, carryng 
out a despicable revenge, had dug up 
the body of his mother and dragged 
it through the city streets. 

The authorities captured the guilty 
parties and everyone expected them 
to be shot by the firing squad in 
punishment for their evil act. We muc;t 
comprehend the first reaction of Ser
vando, his sadness, his anger; howe
ver collecting his wits and applying 

'~ Canales was compared to Pancho Villa 
in the F irst Part of th:s work. (Bul
letin 75). 
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mand6 ponerl os en l ibertad inmedia
tamente.. . . no fuera a cambiar de 
opinion y destrozarlos ... 

Deda que Don Servando -como 
el pueblo lo llamaba familiarmente--, 
era un " rancherote" con gustos y ma
neras sencillas y pintorescas, que se 
manifestaban absolutamente en todas 
sus costumbres, en su ropa e inclu
sive, hasta en su sel lo personal: en 
efecto, este aparenta un cintur6n ran
chero con Ia hebi/la apropiada . ... 

Canales fue por todos conceptos 
un hombre singular y respecto de el 
podria repetirse Ia f rase del f il6sofo 
aleman Mendelson, que "era un buen 
vino afiejado en vasija de barro". 

his superhuman will power, he or
dered that be set free inmediately . .. 
less he were to change his mind and 
destroy them. 

It was said that Don Servando, as 
the people used to call him, was a 
"plain old rancher" with picturesque 
and simple tastes and ways that were 
absolutely manifest in all his habits, 
even in his clothes, even in his per
sonal sea/. In fact, his seal was very 
similar to a rancher's belt with an ap· 
propriate buckle in the middle. 

Canales was in every way a singular 
man, and one might refer to him by 
the phrase of the German philoso
pher Mendelson : " It was a good old 
wine, aged in a clay vessel . .. 
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