o In view of the difficulties arising the .
" in the explotation of the mining area  sendi

- of Real, due to the depth of the mines

. and ‘the ‘low content of the ‘ore the
+larger number of them were becoming. sary ste

unprofitable, Don Santos de la Maza, . “ The

. who had, in 1861 become the richiest

.« [financier of the town deaded to do - (
: something to help- the towa i

' these ddays oéctirred; hard cu
- became ‘scarce and: the price
 fell to sevenpesos fifty so. that

. th '.

i ﬁ-_pieted “the arrangements
. In 1857, due to the war,
it unrest in the Mint at San Luis Potos:,;
. _‘and, as a result Don Cayetano Rubio
' arranged a contract with the President," a mint
Genera}‘ Comonfort, for renting the ¢
SR n. Luis, and for estabhshmg;'
- anoth tl:ev_mming area of Catotce. 1
. Due, however to the Wars of Reform
~ from 1858 to 1860 nothing was done
-~ and Rubio ceded  his- concessions to
:'Gazcia and Cortino of “Tampico,
- In addition to.the troubles arising
, f:em ﬂzevzry shaky course of the real e
. . mining area, the people of Catorce had . cuartille
: T,to faee up to the «cost ef transport and - dr:

of Indepmdenée é' the; provi
Insurgent hands, - iy
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In view of all these circumstances.
Don Santos de la Maza started the
negotiation for a building which
would be suitable for the much wanted
Mint. He asked the Town Council to
sell him part of the principal plaza of
the town, opposite the building of the
Church authorites and the municipal
offices, as this was the safest place
against attacks and robberies — a
rather necessary condition for a Mint.
Up until then the plaza had been called
the Coal Plaza as it was where such
an important product was sold to the
public. It was also used during fiestas
for dances.

The Mayor, after long deliberations
with his Council and paper work with
the Central Government granted the
petition of Don Santos, since the
project would benefit enormously the
whole district, and fixed a price of
$400 for the lot or one peso the square
yard. Later Don Santos bought the

whole plaza for double the price and
guaranteed to build a Mint with a
beautiful facade,

Don Santos financed the construc-
tion of the building which put all other
buildings in the shade, and he put
on a facade of cut stone and included
large indoor rooms for the machinery.

It was said in Catorce in 1861 that
they had received not the slightest
benefit from the government, whilst,
on the cther hand since 1776, the date
of its foundation, Catorce had been of
benefit to the Capital. They had con-
sumed its manufactured goods, sus-
tained its mercantile activities, and
furnished large amounts for public ex-
penses, together with sending each
month a considerable quantity of silver
bars from which the coinage was made.

At this time too there were all sorts
of political and military troubles. In
August 1861, for example, General
Marquez arrived with a large body of
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f all the mmmg areas in the State,;
»atorce’ was,, in 1888 the most impor-
ant. It was stable and its commerce,
its ""p&ctat:oas,_xts large firms, met- -
mills and - costly machinery
fabulous mvestments
production gave it

V fxces and home, when xt be-»_- amot
ownasehe “Casa Maza”. Sr. an
' says, in his -account ~ who
dential visit to the- msnmg‘ ~centy




