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Tokens of San Miguel Peras, Oaxaca, of 19)5 
By PABLO NEUMAN 

Translation by J. E. Halliday 

I arrived in Oaxaca in January 1915 and stayed at the Hotel Alameda 
where I rested from the very eventful trip I had made from the Capital 
of the Republic. Having set off in December 1914 on the Mexican Rai lway 
the passengers could get no farther than Otumba for the line was cut there. 
W e had to proceed on foot with our luggage on our backs to Oaxaca. A f t e r 
a few daws in this town the Governor of the State, Licenciado Canseco invited 
me to see him as he wanted to have any news which might interest him. A t that 
extremely upset time all news was very scarce and so greedy for news was 
everybody that when I arrived in Oaxaca, a newspaper of the Capital , 
brought by foot through the passes of the mountains cost a peso and Was a 
great novelty. 

In the second half of January I went to the mining village of San 
M i g u e l Peras in the district of Zimatlan where I owned a small piece of land, 
a small house and some mining concessions with veins of gold which I had 
previously worked and which Intended to open up again. 

In this same mining village, years before, l ived Teofilo M o n r o y who 
was manager of some gold mining concessions of Colonel Pablo Escandon. 
M r . M o n r o y later became the Director of the Oaxaca M i n t , whilst the State 
was a Sovereign one. A t that time (1915) Manuel V a r e l a was in charge of 
the mining concessions of M r . Escandon and he had rented and worked the 
" L a M o n t a n a " mine situated in the gully of the same name. A l s o in San 
M i g u e l Peras were Wenceslao Garcia, the owner of the Hacienda de Cinco 
Senores and Federico Timen in charge of the M i l l i n g Plant "Los Reyes" 
of the M i n i n g and M i l l i n g C 9 . The active miners at this time were Wences­
lao Garcia, Manue l V a r e l a and the author. 

In view of the political situation the State of Oaxaca decided on June 
15th to leave the Federation of the Uni ted States of Mexico and become 
a sovereign state. One result of this, among others, was the complete 
disappearance of currency and the Bulls Eyes as the peso piece were com­
monly called were never seen as they were either buried or melted down. 
Even the government of the State melted them so that with the silver they 
could issue the new State coinage which featured the bust of Benito Juarez. 
These issues have been studied and described in the monographs of Howland 
W o o d and Jesus Sanchez Garza . 

T h e State of Oaxaca was surrounded by the forces of Carranza so that 
we suffered innumerable shortages, of which one was the shortage of coin. 
A s a result, the idea arose, but only in San M i g u e l Peras, of making "our 
own money". Therefore, if I may be permitted to say so, it was the three 
active miners of Peras who were the originators of the issue of a state 
coinage during its existence as an Sovereign State, even though our pieces 
were only simple pieces of plate. 
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One day, in the early days of the State Sovereignty, I arrived in Oaxaca 
armed to the teeth, since I was carrying a quantity of gold, but I did not 
know that a decree, prohibiting the carrying of arms had been issued. I 
arrived at the house of A d r i a n Spitalier. who bought my gold, when a young 
man came out of the Colonnade opposite, next to the Governmental Palace, 
and said that the Governor Jose Ine s Davi la had seen me arrive with all 
my weapons and that he wanted to see me immediately. I went to see the 
Governor, expecting some trouble or other because I was armed, but everything 
turned out differently. After greeting me he said: "Listen D o n Pablo, it was 
a great surprise to me to learn that you are striking coins and really, as 
Governor, it is almost too much that I do not know anything about the 
money of my own state." I of course was enchanted that he had said nothing 
about my weapons and answered "But, sir what would you have us do in 
these difficult times? A l l we have done is to make some brass discs which you 
dignify by the name of State coins, and there are several of who have done 
it. Indeed Wenceslao Garcia and Manuel Vare la have issued more than I. 

" A l l r ight" answered the Governor, patting me on the back " I 'm glad 
:o see you can get over these difficulties but must warn you not to strike 
one peso pieces for if you did you would be infringing the sovereignty of 
the State". 

" N o sir, I only made 10 and 20 centavo pieces of zinc and 50 cent 
pieces of brass and nothing else". " A l l right D o n Pablo but when are 
you going to bring some to show me? 

" A t the end of the week if you w i s h " . 

" V e r y good, I ' l l expect you next M o n d a y " . 

During this conversation I naturally kept quiet about the fact that 
Wenceslao Garcia was making One Peso pieces which were of copper. 
They were about 3 mm. thick with a diameter about that of a real Peso 
piece. O n the obverse was the value Peso and Cinco Seiiores (the name 
of the mill) whilst there was nothing on the reverse. 

Manuel Vare la paid the least attention to the making of his coins 
since he simply hand stamped some iron washers suitable for 3/8" — 
bolts. There were large quantities of these for use in the mill . " L a M o n t a n a " 
and they were stamped with the initials of the following words Minera l de 
la Montana, Manuel Vare la — i.e. M . M . M . V . These washers circulated 
without any other inscription for an accepted value of 50 centavos in the 
trade of San M i g u e l Peras and even in the principal town of the District 
of Zimatlan. It may be mentioned that Jesus Sanchez Garza appears to have 
a copper piece which carries the letters M M M V . 

I must now describe my own tokens, which I have said were of 10.20 
and 50 centavos. The latter formed the greater part of my issue. 

O n the obverse was "San M i g u e l Peras", "50 ets." and on the reverse 
my monogram " P . N " . (Pablo Neuman) with below the letter A and a 
number of a progressive series. The module of the 50 cent piece was 25 mm. 
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and the thickness of the brass plate was 1 mm. The tokens of the smaller 
denominations of 10 and 20 centavos were of zinc. They carried the same 
design, with modules of 16 and 20 mm. for the 10 and 20 centavo pieces. 
I struck these by hand using a die and a hammer. I made the dies from 
some pieces of steel which I had and I personally engraved and tempered them. 
W h e n I finally left San M i g u e l Peras for good in 1917 I left behind the 
diesand a large amount of the tokens in a window ledge of the house where 
I had lived. T h e grand total of my "issue" was about 1,200 pesos. I 
never knew with any certainty the extent of the issues of my mining collegues 
but it is quite certain it was large than mine. 

W h e n the State of Oaxaca issued its coins we withdrew our issues 
and I sent circulars to the business houses so that I could redeem my tokens. 
O n l y about half were returned to me so that wi l ly nil ly the remainder of 
my "issue" was profit. 

T o fulf i l my promise to the Governor, I arrived in Oaxaca the following 
Saturday and on Sunday sent to let him know I was at his disposition. A n 
appointment was fixed for M o n d a y at nine o'clok when I was received and 
when I gave him examples of my tokens. T h e Governor was interested in 
the manufacture of the pieces and finally told me that " i f we have machinery 
the State Government could provide enough coin for your needs". 

"S i r , the only thing that you need is the metal, as the machinery is 
some where in the city and has been since the end of the last century". 

"I would like to see this machinery". 

"If you wish Governor, I ' l l take you right now". 

W e then went to a colonial style house in front of the Cathedral where 
in 1910 were the Stamp offices, the mining agency, and the Federal Offices. 
In that year the State Government had charged me to find machinery for 
a M i n t . Everything was very broken down but it could be made to work. 

The Governor wanted me to take charge of the M i n t , but I could not 
because of my job in San M i g u e l Peras. I offered to help and to cooperate 
to the best of my ability and I recommended the following people who were 
able to undertake the work — Simon Ferguson, John de Coe, Jose Massa, 
Paul Ehrl ich and August Hamenstein of whom the first three took a most 
active part in the setting up and later in the actual coinage. 

M r . John D e Coe busied himself in engraving the first dies. H e used 
for the reverse of some of the coins, particulary those of " D o s Pesos" some 
dies which had been used for the coinage of the last century. M r . Teofi lo 
M o n r o y was made Director of the resurrected M i n t , and a M r . Bellon, 
who with his brothers had a commercial establishment -— "Bel lon H n o s . " — 
also took part. They sold old gold pieces for conversion to the new issue. 

I only sold gold dust from the mountains of the State, and that too in 
small quantities for very seldom was more than a kilo gramme sent. For 
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the striking of the famous 60 peso pieces I handed over an in got of no 
more than 1,200 grammes to Governor Davi la of about .859 finess. The 
usual natural fineness in San M i g u e l Peras was about 820 and only on two 
occasions Wenceslao Garcia had the luck by means of a mercuy amalgam 
to get 960 and 940 

Opinions vary about the number of 60 peso pieces actually coined. It 
is, however, quite certain that the number is very limited in that the amount 
of gold I sold was very small and that striking only started on the eve of 
the collapse of the government of the Sovereign State whose flight was a 
hurried one. Defective pieces began to come put and have only seen seven 
examples of which two were given to the Governor, two to the Mi l i tary 
Commander in Chief Guillermo Meixueiro, one to the Bustamante family, 
one to a teacher of Engl ish M r . Eusebio P . Leon, an the other to M r . 
Manuel Garcia V i g i l who was a nephew of Wenceslao Garcia, and who 
later became Governor of Oaxaca. Even though one triplicates or even 
quintuplicates the number seven it is easy to see that the gold 60 peso piece 
is evidently much rare than is generally believed. 

The other gold pieces of 20, 10 and 5 pesos were never really accepted 
by the public who never referred to then as " c o i n " but rather as "medals". 
Indeed the majority of these coins appeared to be of silver and they were 
considered very cheaply plated and a kind of alloy but not even silver. 
They were, however, accepted as they were the only coins in circulation 
and anything was better than paper. 
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Here I would like to mention a fact probably not known. M r . de Coe, 
with whom I was very friendly, was very badly paid, but he did not complain 
as he was proud to have played a part in these events. M r . H o w a r d L . 
E l ton of the firm "Place & El ton de Oaxaca" had the same point of view 
and he helped a great deal with the designs. A convinced supporter of 
State Sovereignty and married to a Oaxaca lady, he was nevertheless 
shot as a spy by the supporters of Carranza became he had helped with 
the issue of the coinage. 

De Coe, who arranged for the striking of the 60 pieces peso and 
wanted to produce them at once, thought that, by so doing he would become 
famous in the history of the State of Oaxaca of this time. H e asked me to 
send him gold and, with Teofilo M o n r o y had constant arguments regarding 
the design for the bust of Benito Juarez. I do not know how this was finally 
resolved but the design of the die is now atrributed to M o n r o y . 

T o end this historical sketch, I would refer to two very well know 
examples the rectangular copper pieces of 3 and 1 centavos. Poverty reigned 
in the Sovereing State and there was no metal for coining until one day 
Jose Massa arrived with the news that he had found a good deal of copper, 
There were three long rolls of rather narrow tape with a width exactly the 
same as that of the current coins. T h e rolls were bought and striking was 
both easy and rapid as rectangular blanks were cut. In the M i n t everybody 
was very happy, but the public was not, since as even the circular coins 
were unpopular, these rectangular ones were more so as they only tore 
their pockets. Eerybody hated the coins which today can be considered 
numismatic jewels. Eventually striking was stopped and half a bance of 
them was melted down. 

Lastly one can say that among the total coinage of Oaxaca there are 
between 140 and 150 varieties, due to differences in designs, coining mistakes, 
variation in module and thickness and in alloys used. 

I would conclude by stating that the drawings of the coinage of San 
M i g u e l Peras, which are illustrated are authentic reproductions of these 
coins. 
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Monedas Obsidionales de San Miguel 
Peras, Oaxaca, en 1915 

Por el Ing. PABLO NEUMAN 

L L E G U E a Oaxaca en enero de 1915 y me aloje en el Hotel Alameda, en 
donde descansaba del azaroso viaje, lleno de peripecias, que habia hecho 
desde la Capital de la Republica; pues habiendo salido en diciembre de 

1914, por el F . C . Mexicano, los pasajeros solo pudimos llegar a Otumba, ahi 
estaba suspendida la linea y hubo necesidad de seguir a pie y con el equipa.je 
a cuestas, hasta Oaxaca. A los pocos dias de estar en esta ultima ciudad, reci-
bi la invitaci6n para ir a ver al seiior Gobernador del Estado, licenciado Can­
seco, quien deseaba le diera algunos informes que le interesaban. E n aquella 
epoca turbulenta se carecia de noticias y se estaba avido de informes, al grado 
que cuando llegaba a Oaxaca un periodico cap'talino, que era llevado a pie y 
por vericuetos de la sierra, costaba un peso fucrte y constituia un aconteci-
miento. i 

E n la segunda mitad del mes de enero, me traslade al pueblo minero de 
San Miguel Peras, Distrito de Zimatlan, en donde poseia un reducido terreno, 
una pequefia casa y concesiones mineras con vetas de Oro libre, las cuales ha­
bia ya trabajado en afios anteriores y las que iba yo nuevamente a poner en 
produccion. 

E n ese mismo mineral radico, tiempo atras, el sefior don Teofilo Monroy 
como encargado de unas concesiones auriferas del senor coronel Pablo Escan-
don; el senor Monroy posteriormente fue nombrado Director de la Casa de 
Moneda de Oaxaca, durante la soberania del Estado. E n aquella epoca (1915) 
estaba al frente de las concesiones mineras del senor Escandon, el senor M a ­
nuel Varela, quien habia arrendado y trabajaba el mineral llamado " L a M o n ­
tana", ubicado en la Canada del mismo nombre. Ademas. estaban en San M i ­
guel Peras: don Wenceslao Garcia, que tenia la Hacienda de Cinco Senores, 
y don Federico Timm, encargado de una Hacienda de Benef.cio, "Los Reyes", 
de Mining 6 Mill ing Co., pero los mineros activos en esa epoca eramos don 
Wenceslao Garcia, don Manuel Varela y el autor, Ing. Pablo Neuman. 

Por los acontecimientos politicos, el Estado de Oaxaca opto, el 15 de ju-
nio de 1915, per asumir su soberania y separarse de la Federacion de los Es-
tados Unidos Mexicanos, lo que trajo como consecuencia, entre otras cosas. 
la completa desaparicion del medio circulante, y no se volvio a ver un " O j o de 
Toro" , que era como llamaba el vulgo al peso fuerte, pues o se enterraba o se 
fundia; ya que hasta el mismo Gobierno del Estado fundio pesos para con esa 
plata fabricar la nueva moneda estatal, la que ostenta el busto del Benemerito 
Benito Juarez, y cuyas piezas han sido estudiadas y descritas en las monogra-
fias de Howland W o o d y del senor Jesus Sanchez Garza. 

Estando cercado el Estado de Oaxaca por las fuerzas carrancistas, nos 
agobiaban penurias multiformes, y siendo una de ellas la falta de medio circu-
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/ante, nacio la idea de fabricar "nuestra propia moneda", solo en lo que ata-
iiaba al pueblo de San Miguel Peras, Distrito de Zimatlan, de modo que si se 
me permite la expresion: fuimos los tres mineros activos de Peras los precur­
s o r s de la acunacion de moneda estatal durante la soberania del Estado, por 
mas que realmente fueron simples fichas de lamina. 

U n dia, muy al principio de la soberania, llegue a Oaxaca armado hasta 
los dientes, pues llevaba una cantidad de oro, pero ignoraba que habia sal :do 
un decreto que prohibia la portacion de armas; llegue frente a la casa de Adrian 
Spitalier (mi comprador de oro), cuando salio del portal de enfrente, junto 
del Palacio de Gobierno, un joven, quien me dijo que el senor Gobernador, li-
cenciado don Jose Ines Davila, me habia visto llegar con toda mi artilleria y 
que me necesitaba de inmediato. Fui a ver al Gobernador, de quien esperaba 
algun reproche por lo del armamento, pero salio bien distinto, pues despues de 
haberme saludado, me dijo: "Oiga , don Pablo, con gran sorpresa he sabido que 
esta usted haciendo monedas y me extrana que siendo yo el Gobernador no co-
nozca ia moneda de mi propio Estado". Y o , muy contento de que ni mencio-
nara palabra sobre mi armamento, le conteste: "Pero licenciado, que quiere 
usted que hagamos en estos dificiles trances, hemos hecho simplemente unas 
fichas de lamina, a las que usted pomposamente llama "monedas del Estado", 
y ademas, somos varios los que las estamos haciendo, pues en mayor escala las 
hacen don Wenceslao Garcia y don Manuel Varela" . 

—Esta muy bien —repuso el senor Gobernador, dandome unas palmadi-
tas en la espalda—; me alegro que sepan veneer estas dificultades asi, pero le 
lengo que advertir que no hagan piezas de U n Peso, pues esto seria una infrac-
cion que lesionaria la soberania!!! 

.—No, licenciado, yo solo hice piezas de lamina de cine de a 10 y 20 cen-
tavos, y de lamina de laton de 50 centavos, y nada mas. 

— jBueno, don Pablo, esta bien! Pero, £ c u a n d o me las trae a ensenar? 
— A l fin de esta semana, si usted desea. 
— M u y bien, lo espero mejor el proximo lunes. 
Durante este dialogo me calle, por supuesto, el hacer mencion de que don 

Wenceslao Garcia hacia piezas de U n Peso, las que eran de cobre, de 3 mili-
metros de espesor y del diametro aproximado de U n Peso Fuerte; en el anver-
so el valor: 1 Peso y "Cinco Senores" (nombre de la Hacienda de Beneficio), 
y en el reverso no llevaban ninguna marca. 

Don Manuel Varela era quien menos se preocupaba por la manufactura 
de su moneda, pues simplemente marcaba con letras de golpe unas rondanas o 
arandelas de fierro bianco y del tamaiio para tornillos de 3/8". Estas rondanas 
existian en gran cantidad para el uso en su molino de mazos " L a Montana" y 
llevaban las inicales de las siguientes palabras: Mineral de la Montana. M a ­
nuel Varela. M - M - M - V . Estas rondanas circulaban sin ninguna otra marca y 
por un valor de 50 centavos en el comercio de San Miguel Peras y llegaron 
hasta la cabecera del Distrito de Zimatlan. Cabe hacer mencion que don Jesus 
Sanchez Garza parece que posee una pieza de cobre, dice que de 20 centavos 
y que lleva las citadas letras M - M - M - V . 

Restame describir mis propias fichas, que eran, como ya indique, de 10, 20 
y 50 centavos, constituyendo estas ultimas la mayor parte de la "emision". E n 
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el anverso dicen: "San Miguel Peras", "50 Cts " (Centavos) y en el reverso: 
mi monograma " P . N . " (Pablo Neuman), y debajo una letra " A " , que sena-
laba la serie y un numero progresivo. E l diametro (modulo) de la pieza de 50 
centavos, es de 25 mm. y el espesor de la lamina de laton de 1 mm. Las fichas 
de menor denomination eran de cine y llevaban el mismo diseno, con un dia­
metro de 16 y 20 mm. las de 10 y 20 centavos, respectivamente. Las piezas las 
hice usando un troquel de golpe de mano, con martillo; los troqueles los hice 
de unos pedazos de acero ochavado, unico material de que pude disponer y 
personalmente los grabe y los temple. A l salir definitivamente del pueblo de 
San Miguel Peras, el ano de 1917, se quedaron tanto los troqueles como gran 
cantidad de monedas en el dintel de una ventana, de la casa que habitaba. EI 
total de mi "emision" fue aproximadamente de unos |1,200.00; la extension de 
lo que habian fabricado mis colegas mineros, nunca la supe con exactitud, pe­
ro con toda seguridad fue mayor que la mia. E n cuanto el Estado de Oaxaca 
puso en circulation sus monedas, nosotros retiramos nuestras fichas y yo man-
de circulares al comercio para hacer canje de mis fichas; solo me regreso apro­
ximadamente la mitad de lo que fabrique, teniendo que ganarme, a querer o no, 
el resto de la "emision". 

Segiin habia prometido al senor Gobernador, el sabado siguiente llegue a 
Oaxaca y el domingo le mande avisar que estaba a sus ordenes, citandome pa­
ra el lunes a las 9 de la maiiana, dia que fui recibido, entregandole las mues-
tras de mis fichas. E l Gobernador estaba interesado sobre la fabrication de las 
piezas y por fin me dijo: " S i tuvieramos maquinaria, el Gobierno del Estado 
produciria la suficiente moneda para sufragar sus necesidades". 

— Senor licenciado, lo unico que usted necesita es la materia prima, pues 
la maquinaria existe arrumbada aqui en la ciudad, desde fines del siglo pasado. 

— M e gustaria ver esa maquinaria. 
—Si usted lo ordena, lo Uevo ahora mismo, senor Gobernador. 
Fuimos inmediatamente a una casa de tipo colonial, frente a la Catedral, 

en donde estaban las oficinas de la renta del timbre, agencia de mineria y ofi-
cinas federales en 1910, ano en que el Gobierno del Estado me habia encomen-
dado buscar maquinaria para operar una Casa de Moneda; todo estaba ahi 
arrumbado, pero podia echarse a andar. E l Gobernador quiso que me encarga-
ra de la Casa de Moneda, mis ocupaciones en San Miguel Peras no me lo per-
mitian, pero ofreci ayudar y cooperar en la medida de mis posibilidades, reco-
mendandole a las siguientes personas, quienes estaban capacitadas para el 
asunto: Simon Ferguson, John De Coe, Joe Massa, Paul Ehrlich y August 
Hauenstein, tomando activisima parte los tres primeros en la instalacion y des-
pues en la troquelacion. 

E l senor John De Coe se ocupo en grabar los primeros troqueles y utilizo 
para el reverso.de algunas de las nuevas monedas, troqueles que habian servi-
do durante la acufiacion del siglo pasado, especialmente en las piezas de "Dos 
Pesos". EI senor Teofilo Monroy fue nombrado director de la "resucitada" Ca­
sa de Moneda, y un senor Bellon, que con sus hermanos tenia una casa de co­
mercio, "Bellon Hnos." , tuvo ingerencia en estos asuntos y vendio monedas de 
oro antiguas para su conversion en la nueva moneda. Y o unicamente vendi oro 
en pasta, producto de las montaiias del mismo Estado, y en cantidades peque-
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fias, pues rai-amente las remisiones eran mayor que un k i logramo. P a r a la acu-
nacion de las famosisimas piezas de 60 pesos, le entregue a l G o b e r n a d o r D a -
v i l a un l ingote que no pasaba de 1.200 gramos, de unos 859 miles imos de fine-
za. E l termino medio de a f inac ion natura l en San M i g u e l Peras g i raba alrede-
dor de los 820 y en solo dos ocasiones d o n W e n c e s l a o G a r c i a tuvo la suerte 
de beneficiar por s imple a m a l g a m a a o n de azogue, minerales que l legaron has­
ta 960 y 940, respectivamente. 

Sobre la cant idad de monedas de 60 pesos troqueladas , va r i an mucho las 
opiniones , pero es absolutamente seguro que la cant idad total de piezas acu-
fiadas es bien corta , teniendo en cuenta : que la cant idad de oro que v e n d i fue 
m u y cor ta ; que se empezaron a t roquelar la v i spera del colapso de l G o b i e r n c 
de l a Soberania-de l E s t a d o , c u y a fuga fue precipi tada , y que empezason a sa-
Iir las piezas defectuosas, pues a mi me consta solo haber v i s to 7 ejemplares 
intachables , los que se repar t i e ron : 2 a l G o b e r n a d o r ; 2 a l C o m a n d a n t e M i l i t a r 
en Jefe, G u i l l e r m o M e i x u e i r o ; 1 a una f ami l i a de ape l l ido Bustamante ; 1 a un 
senor profesor de ingies , d o n Euseb io P . L e o n , y l a o tra a l senor M a n u e l G a r ­
cia V i g i l , que era sobrino de don W e n c e s l a o G a r c i a y que posteriormente fue 
G o b e r n a d o r de O a x a c a . C o m o se puede juzgar y t r ip l i cando o qu intup l i cando 
los 7 ejemplares, la moneda de oro de 60 pesos es sequramente mucho mas rara 
de lo que comunmente se estima. Respecto a las otras piezas de oro de 20, 10 
y 5 pesos, nunca encontraron el favor de l publ ico y n u n c a se referia a ellas co­
mo monedas , s ino que las l l amaba " la s meda l l a s " , y efectivamente, a l a mayo-
ria de esas piezas, que se presumia eran de plata , se les conocid lo " cor r i ento-
t e " por encima y eran una especie de " p a c k - f o n g " , pero no plata . C l a r o que se 
les aceptaba porque eran de c i r c u l a t i o n forzosa y eran mejor que el papel . D e -
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seo hacer mencion de un detalle probablemente desconoc ido : M r . D e C o e , con 
quien me Ilevaba y o mucho, estaba m u y ma l remunerado, pero no reparaba en 
esta desventaja , pues tenia a o rgu l lo ser part ic ipante de estas act iv idades , lo 
mismo le acontecia a M r . H o w a r d L . E l t o n , de la f i rma " P l a c e & E l t o n de O a ­
x a c a " , quien a y u d o mucho a los dibujos , era par t idar io de corazon de la causa 
de l a Soberania , estaba casado con una oaxaquena , pero por tener in te rvent ion 
en la t roquelac ion, los carrancistas lo tuv ieron por espia y " i l o fus i laron! 

Respecto a D e C o e , preparo la acuf ia t ion de las piezas de $60.00 y que-
ria hacer la desde luego, pues pensaba que eso lo conver t i r i a en un personaje 
histor ico de esa epoca del E s t a d o de O a x a c a ; l lego a pedirme que le enviara y o 
oro y respecto a l diseno tuvo controvers ias con d o n T e o f i l o M o n r o y , tocante 
a la forma del busto de Beni to Juarez, y no se como se resolvio, pero a la pos-
tre l a paternidad del t roquel le fue a t r ibu ida a d o n T e o f i l o . 

P a r a f inal izar la presente resefia h i s tor ica , me v o y a ocupar de los dos 
ejemplares tambien m u y conoc idos : las piezas de cobre de 3 y 1 centavos, de 
forma rectangular . C o m o todo en la Soberania era penur ia , no habia metales 
para hacer las acufiat iones, y un dia l lego Joe M a z z a con el not ic ion de haber 
descubierto una buena cant idad de cobre. E r a n tres rol los de mucho metraje. 
pero en forma de c inta re lat ivamente angosta , exactamente del ancho que t ie-
nen las monedas. Se adqu i r i e ron los rol los y la t roquelac ion fue l a mas senci l la 
y rap ida . pues solo se iban cortando los cospeles rectangulares . E n la C a s a de 
M o n e d a todos estaban m u y contentos, pero no el publ ico , pues s i las monedas 
circulares no encontraban aceptacion, mucho menos las rectangulares , que solo 

rompian las bolsas. , T o d o el mundo od iaba las monedas que, h o y dia , repre-
sentan joyas numismat icas ! A la postre se tuvo que suspender su manufactura 
y mas de medio b a r r i l se v o l v i o a fundir . 

P o r u l t imo, se puede decir que del total de la acufiacion de monedas de 
O a x a c a , existen unas 140 a 150 var iac iones entre dibujos , defectos de acuna-
c ion , diametros y espesores diferentes, aleacior.es de metal , etc., etc., y termino 
conf i rmando que los dibujos de l a acuf iacion de San M i g u e l Peras . que aqu i 
aparecen. son reproducciones autenticas de aquellas piezas. 

Nota. — Este articulo fue publicado en el Boletin No. 23 de abril a junio de 1959. Volumea III. 


