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Ponterw Presents ...

The 1998-1999 Auction Line-up
September 26, 1998 | February 13, 1999

in conjunction with in conjunction with
The Long Beach Coin The Long Beach Coin

and Collectibles Expo and Collectibles Expo

Consignment Cutoff Consignment Cutoff
June 26, 1998 Nnveruher 10, 1998

April 9 & 10, 1999 June 2, 1999

in conjunction with in conj u_nctmn with
The Chicago The Long Beach Coin
International Coin Fair and Collectibles Expo

Consignment Cutoff Consignment Cutoff
January 10, 1999 March 5, 1999

Featuring World Coins, Ancient Coins and World Paper Money.
“It Will Pay For You To Contact Us,”

. PONTERIO & ASSOCIATES, INC.
3 ‘m %’* Sanlgfegggo(?:&ngg ?ﬁ%‘{? S.A, @ :
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GHOC MONEY SHOW - INTERAMATIONAL 1S COMING TOGETHER

The Creater Houston Coin Clulvs Money Show - International is moving right along. The 30
tuble Tniernational Section is three fourths full, and should scon be sold oul, Anyone interested
in having a table at this show showld contact the bourse chairman, Bill Hooven al | (:HCC, PO,
Box 2963, Houston, Texas 77252-2063, or conlact us af the Asseciation's address.

This show is spongored by the Grealer Houston coin Club, and co-hosled by the USMexINA, the
Soeiedad Numismatica de Mexico, and the Texas Numismatic Association. The Association
will hold a membership meeling at 4:00 P.M. Saturday afternoon, with Mr. Clyde Hubbard,
speaking on the Municipal Coinage of Mexico. We will have a special award for the Besi Mexico
related exhibit at the show.

The Mexican Mint, the Banco de Mexico and the Canadian Mint have been inviled, and thus
afar the only one that has indicated they will be there is the Canadian Mint, and maybe the
Banco de Mexico.

Anyone having any questions please let us know, and plan on aliending.
ANOo0oOnna0oonnnnaoooonnoaoIo0o0o0nno0a0030000nnoo0J000

SOCIEDAD NUMISMATICA DE MEXICO SETS DATE FOR 1999
INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC CONVENTION IN MEXICO CITY

The Sociedad has just released word that the dates lor the 1993 International MNumismalic
Convenlion as February 24 - 27, 1999 at the Del Pracdo Hotel, as in years past. The program is as
[otlows:

February 24, Wednesday
11:06 Eegistration
12:00 - 20:00  Dealer selup

Felirnary 25, Thursday

0900 Tnaugural Breakfas!
09:20 Registration
1600 Tnauguration ot the XXI¥ International Numismatic Convention

1W0:00-20:00  Bourse open to public. Viewing auction lots

Hebruary 24, Friday

D430 Registration
10:00-20:00  Bourse open to public
11:00 Paper money auction (members only) by Claudio Verrey
16:00 SN mini auction by Jose Diaz Diex
18:00 U8 Mexican Numismatic Association meeling
21:00 Banguet
Fobruary 27, Saturday
D430 Eeglstration
10:00- 17:00  Bourse open to public
1100 Edurational forum
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Reservations al the Hotel Del Prado Av. Marina Nacional #399, Col, Veronica Anzures,
CLE. LI3DO, Tels: (011 525 260-62841), Fax (011 525 260-5809), should he made direct with the hotel,
The convenlion rate for a single or double has been set at 650 pesos per night ¢ tax not included),
Agk [ the convention rate for the Sociedad Numismatica de Mexico.,

[n this issue of the Journal you will find a letter from (he Socidad’s President, Dyane Llouglas,
concerning membership in the Socledad, as well as a sample of their quarterly Boletin, We are
doing Whis as a show ol support for our sister numismatic soclety south of our borders. Our
Interests and goals are so intertwined that we must support cach other. Many of the
assoclation members have been a member of the Sociedad for vears, some more yvears then we
want to remember, but the good relationships still continue to this day.
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ASSOCIATION REPORT AS OF OCTORER 15

As ol (his date the Associalion’s membership has srown to 230, There are 36 states reprosenled,
and Grermany, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, England, and Switzerland also represented. Of
course Texas and California have the most membership with a close race of 50 and 49
respectively. We currently have 258 members in Mexico, We are proud to have had the Casa De
MMoneda de Mexieo as a new member. We welcome them along with all the new members {o the

assoclation , and hope that they find that it will be informative, as well as erjovable,
ddddddddddddd i S ddd o d e I dd d S Sl A S I B S A d S b

1968 OLYMPICS MEXICO CITY
T'wo of'a set of four gold foil stamps issued to commemorate the Olympics held in Mexico City in

1968, These were 63mm, black on gold foll, and issued by Manama, Dependency of Aiman.



SOCIEDAD NUMISMATICA DE MEXICO A, C,

PRIMUM NUMIBMA AMERICE + MEMNICD $638
EUGENIA N® 13 - 301, COL NAPCGLES, 03810 MEXICO, BF. © (91-5) 536-44-40 FAX 543-17-91
INSTITUCION CIENTIFICA ¥ CULTURAL

September 30, 1998

To the Members of the U.S. Mexican Numismatic Association:

As President of the Sociedad Numismatica de México, T have been observing the progress
of the 1.5, Mex. N.A. since its very beginning, and I wish to congratulate its board of
directors on its rapid growth, numismatic involvement and evident support of our Society.
Mo doubt, it will continue this course and become a very important organization promoting
and supporting Mexican numismatics throughout the world, which after all, is its principal
role.

Since its founding in 1952 the Sociedad Numismatica de México has been the most
important institution of its kind in Mexico and abroad. Its varied activities include the
publishing of its bi-lingual (English-Spanish) quarterly journal (Boletin) of which we are
enclosing a copy for each member of the US. Mex. N.A.  Other important activities
include, its monthly lectures for members and guests, the annual International Numismatic
Conventions held in Mexico City, of which two are scheduled for 1999; the next will take
place on February 24-27 at the "Del Prado Hotel". The Society also holds three auctions
per year as well as courses in Mexican numismatics. It issues commemorative medals for
its members, and, in general, promotes Mexican numismatics in Mexico and abroad.

It is a great pleasure for me and the board-of-directors of the Sociedad Numismatica de
México to extend a personal invitation to each member of the United States Mexican
Numismatic Association to become a member of our Society as well. Both of our
organizations work together toward the same goals and both offer highly specialized
benefits to their members. :

You will find an application form enclosed. If you desire further information feel free to
contact us. We look forward to hearing from you and including you in our membership.

Duane D. Douglas José Antonio Batiz
President Secretary
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WEYVORYTIOMARY CORWNER

By Joe Flores, C-2

CHITUAHUA
These 5 centaves Chilualua coing were collected by just a few people, mysell included. T thowght that il would be
fun 4o Iry io collect all the known die varieties that arc listed, and T did over a span of years, It became a real fon
project. The coins were. and still are reasonably priced

Mol loo many vears age vou could go to all mest any world coin deater and lind these coins in UNC, or any
condition. Those duys ane history. There arc two that are scarce and one u is XX, RARY. This rare comn is The
photos shown below. As you Can see the obverse die (Liberiad Cap side) of this coin known as G-16, or #20 as
por Verne B, Walrafen charts. 1t is obvious from the chans, after stoking all the “(1" series coins. the (ohverse) dic
shows many more die breaks. As i (he photlo there was nol mch bl left to strike too memy more coins.  How
many of these rare coins were siruck? [ know of only one coin. Maybe out there spmeene owis one, has seen one,
or petliaps a nevw combination . # 337 . Do you have any of the aboyve??

[ must tale my hat off to Mr, Verne B Walrafen, member C-4, for his extended work on his internationally known
charls showing 52 die combinations that he did many years ago. His charts still stand.

Yeah - vauh - who cares is (he aititude of some people, but lately T have had a lot of inguires on [hese cobs.
specilically on this rarily. so | know that there is a large mumber of collectors of 5 centavos Chilinghua coins, -
Buena Fortunu,

Coln Owner:

Toe Florcs, -2

P, Box ddid
Siockton, CA 95204
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THE NUMISMATICS OF SPANISIL COLONIAL MEXICO, Part-111
By Don Bailey, C-1

Cm March 29, 1732, the striking of round coins begam, On this date, five silver coins and Tonr rold coins pere
strock: half, L 2, 4, and 8 Reales in silver, and |, 2, 4, and 8 Escudos in gold. The design of the milled coinape,
which in tutismatic terms means produced on 3 screw press as oppased 1o the previous method of hund striking
Ihe: dies with a heavy hammer, was changed to what is most commaonly called “Piflar”, Some rofer to the design as
World, and Globe. or T'wo Worlds type.

he obverse of the pillar coinage shows two hemispheres surmounted by it crown between the crowned Pillars of
Hercoles. These resting on a wavy semicircular base, symbolic of the ocean separating the iwo continents, The
Inscription around VTRACQUE VINUM (“botl worlds are me™}, with dale below and the Mo Minl murk at cach
side of the dale,

On the reverse is the coat of arms similar 10 The one on the conage issuced under Charles and Tohanm, with the
arms of the Kingdoms of Castile, Leon and Grauada with the Bourbon escutcheon added. The inscription around
reads “PIOLIP. V.D.G HISPAN. ET IND. REX" The assayer's initials to the leA of the coal of urms with rusittes
above and below. and 1o the nght the value in Arabic numerals between rosettes.

The Pillar design with denomination of # Reales was also known as the romantic *Piece of Eight”. and was legal
tender i the United States yutil 1857, 'This is the type of coin that George Washinglon supposedly thiew across
the Potomac River,

There are two Ivpes of dies for (he 1732 issue ol § Reales, According to the late Dr. A F. Pradean. the grandfather
ol Mexican pumismatics. the first obverse die did nol show the #ssayers of denomination on the reverse. There
wore four sets of dies also nsed in 1733, One die is similar to the second 1732 dic EXCEDY Lwo assayers’ inilials
appear in 4 vertical posittion, The other dic shows in a marginal mseription "M #1733% M.X.". Around (he
edge. the Pillar coins have a deeply impressed laurel pattern, The lesser denomination design is basically (he same
a4 the 8 Reales {rom 1737 until 1747, when Ferdinand VI coinage appeared.

Both Philip V and Ferdinand VT appear on 1747 coinage in the denominalions of half, 1, 4 and & reales, In the 2
Rudl denomination, both rulers appear on issues dated 1747 and 1750, which is @ mule of two dies with the ubverse
being Philip W, The silver coins of the pillar style struck under Fhilip ¥ were half, 1, 2, 4 and % Reales,

Gold coins of a portrail slyle were first struck in Mexico under Philip ¥ in 1732, Thesc were struck i
denominations of 1, 2, 4 and & Fscodos, The obverse had the armored and peruked (buwigged) bust of Philip v
and the marginal inscription “PHILIP. V.D.G, HISPAN. ET, IND, REX.” wilh the date below. The reverse on the
8 Usendos has the Bourbon arms superimposed upon (he complete Spanish coat of avms. This is surmounice by a
crown.  The assayers’ indtials appear to the left of the shicld. To the right of the shicld is the denomination in
Arabic numerals.

The Collar of (he Golden Flecee sprounds 1he center design, The legend around the margin reads “INITIUM
SAPIENTIAE TIMOR DOMINL", (“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom™). The Mexico Mint mark
dppears [wice on each side of (he Fleece.

4
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TIE NUMISMATICN OF SPANISH COLONIAL MEXTCO, Part iif Con’t.

The edging can be fonnd with cither a transverse or lwisted cord-like milling, On the 1732 and 1733 coinage, the
mint mark appears on the margin with assayer's initial “F” to the left of the shisld. The aseayer’s initial is missing
an the 1732 issues of 4 and 8 Escudos: Here, you again lind coinage of the samc date with different rulers. The 2,
4. and & Escudos appear for bath rolers,

Ferdinand ¥1 succeeded Lo power July 9, 1746, upon the death of Phalip V. During his reign apparenily no 8 Reales
were coined in Spain. The coinage came mainly from the Mexico Mint. The silver coinage was a catyover of the
last type of Philip ¥ and issued in half, I, 2, 4 and § Reales denomination. The gold Coinage of Ferdimand VI
comes in lour Lypes:

I'ype 1. Coined only in 1747, it has the armored and peruled bust with features not as full as the next two
types. The reverse is similar W the coinage of Philip V in desipm and inscription,

Type 20 A smaller. draped porirait of the King with fuller features. The lepend around the margins reads
~FERDND. VI T5.G;. HISPAN FET, IND. REX. #1748% The reverse hus Ihc same coat of arms as found on the
gold coinage of Philip W for the 8 Escudos, bui the assayers’ initials have been moved from the left of the shield (o
the margin. U'he value in Arabic numerals between rosetles is al the left of the shicld, The letter “37 for Escudosg
is at the right of the shicld, also between rosettes. The Collar of the Golden Fleece has the Grand Cross suspended
below the Fleece, The marginal inscription is as follows: "NOMINA MAGHNA SEGUOR", (T succeed groal names),
The mint mark and assayers’ inilials appear on either side of the Grand Cross,

Tvpe 3 A slightly more ornamented busi similar to type 2. 'The first date of issuance is 1753, The
reverse is (hie same excep! (he value does not appear. The minl tmark and assayer *M* Mo, appear on eilher side of
the Medce on the margin.

Tvpe 4: The obverse shows the heavily arinored bust of Fordinand YT, with o curlicr pemilee (wig), and
less tounded. ‘These were minted from 1757 - 1759, and the name appears as “FERDIND". The reverse is the
samic as the preceding fype except the Grand Cross does nol appear. Om the 1.2 and 4 Escodos, the coat of arms 1s
simplified and the Collar of the Golden Flesce ducs not appear. In some of the 2 Escudo coing as well as all 1he 1
Escudo, they have only the head and neck, with a draped base. Some of the 1 Escudo coins do not show the value.
the cdges can be found being either wreath, transverse or twisted cord-Tike. The assayers’ imitials found on coinage
ol Ferdinand %1 are: b, MM, and M

[0 1750 there was a large amount of spurious cob coins in circulation,  The Viceroy suggested on December 2,
1751, that all clipped coinage be tetired. This was nol done until a deeree so ordered il March 18, 1761 This was
nof enforced until April &, 1772, by order of Viceroy Bucareli by the usual town cricr method, On May 29, 1772,
(harles 111 issucd a similar onder.

Charles 111 succeeded o the throne npon the death of Ferdinand V1 Aug. 10,1753, and ruled wntil his death Dec,
14, 1788, The Pillar desipn conlinued until 1772, and a new design known as the bust type was aulhorized by
decree of Sepi. 19, 1759, However, the use of the nesw design did not begin until April &, 1772,

The obverse of the Charles TIT bust type coinage shows the layrcated head, facing right, draped and cuirasses in
Romuan siyle. 'The inscription around (he margin, "CAROLUS. TIL DET GRATIA”, and the date appears in (heo
exerque. The reverse has the Spanish coat of arms, bul in a less omale shield, sel butween two pillars colwined
with the motto “PLUS ULTRA™, The margingl inscription, “HISPAN. ET IND. REX " with the minl marlk,

denomination and assavers” initials completing the legend.

The silver coinage was issued in (he usual half to 8 Reales denominations, with the bust or portrait slyle coinage
being slightly larger in diameter, The 8 Reales were changed to the previous size in fwo years. The cdge design
wis changed (o a design of squares and annulets, (small inigrlocking rings).
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THE NUMISMATICN OF SPANISH COLONIAL MEXICO, Part I, Con's.

There arc three main twpes ol gold coimage under Charles TIL

Type 10 The obverse of the coins issued in 1760 and 1761 has » young thin e, with a long pointed
nose. The neck is uncovered and the bust armored and mantled, The legend "CAROLVS. 111 D.G, IISPAN. FT
INE). REX." and the date are in large lefters and numerals,

There are two variclies of obverse within the type | design, On one. the Golden Flecoe is on a ribbon and appears
Inst below the neck. On (he other. the Golden Flesce is suspended from a chain and hangs down into the marpinal
wscription. The Collar of the Golden Flesce only appears on the toverse of the 8 Escudos.

Type 20 This tvpe issued in 1762 1o 1771 has the obverse showing a bust with a pointed nose and g
receding forehead. The bust is larger and the draping is heavy. The neck is now covered and the Toison dor
liangs on {he breast with 1he repuke showing individual curds. The marginal inscription is now split by 1he head
prafecting upward, The legend has simaller lettering, and the name is spelled “CAROLUS", There are four main
varielies of the reverse:

Varicty 1. The coat of arms are i a different shape, the arcangement of the componenl parls are changed
and the arms of Castile and Leon appear in the conter,

Varicly 2: The crown is higher

Variety 3: The assavers' inilials sre to the right, and the Mint rank is to the lefi of the Fleeoe,

Variety 4. The legend reads "IN, UTROQ, FELIX, AUSPICE, DEQ.”. (With God's ruidance happy in
each),

Type 30 This type 1ssued in 1772 shows a bust of 4 more mature king with a receding forchead and
prominent roumded nose. 'The marginal inscription reads “CAROL. 1L D.G. HISE. ET. IND. R, with the dalc.
The reverse diflers from the type 2 coin in that the shape of the cost of arms Is different, the denomination in
Arabic numerals is at the lefl of the shicld, and the capital leiter *8" for Escudo is at the right. The mint mark is
done in small letters. The mint mark and assayer’s initials can be found inverted.

The vld dics were apparently nsed until at least 1783 as about (hat time some of the lower denomination pold coins
appeared with the full coat of arms surrounded by ihe Order of the Golden Fleece.

By sceret order dssucd March I8, 1771, (he fineness of the silver coitige was lowered from 916.66 (o 902 .66
thousandthy fing while the gold comage was fowered from 22 karats €917 fing) 1o 21 karats (.575 hing),

The assavers® initials that appear in this reign were F, M. MF, and MM,

A redesigned coat of arms appearcd in [762 oo both the silver and gold coins, This was used on the gold coins
from 1762 until the independence from Spanish rule was attained. There was a deaslic modification made in the
coat of arms to incorporale the arms of Parma and Tuscany,

There are two coppar patterns of 1769 knowit, One is 22 millimelors in diameter, und the other 15 28 millimeters,
and show a prospective denomination of half and ane. The Mint mark of Mexico Appears as docs the symbol O
(Cron lop of G), which w some historians means the denomination of Gring, a4 nonexistent monstary unit. Others
feel that (G is the name of The designer. These strange picess conld either be praclice pattexns for student
CHETVETS, Of patlerns o a base metal coinape for the Pinlippines.

Charles IV. the sun of Charles U assumed the throne upon the death of his father Dec. 14, 1788, Charles 1V Tad
all kinds of probletns getting his coinage to show his effigy. and the correct legand.  Bocause of slow
commmicylions, public inowming was nol decreed until March 17, 1759, in Mexica, Coinage in bolth silver and
gold had been siruck uvsing dics for Charles 111 There was a Dec. 24, 1788, roval order which allowed the
continued use of the dics of Charles 111 but adding a digit to make (he legend read “CAROLNS T, These were
struck in 1789 and 1790, Some of these have the nscription "CAROLYS IV, also uppearing wilh the dates or
L7589 and 1790 The bust of Charles IV was ordered to be placed on the coinape but this was not done wiil 1791
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THE NUMISMATICS OF SPANISH COLONIAL MEXTCO, Pard 11, Con't.

The coat of symbols of Charles IV has the snns of Castile, Teon, Granada and the escutcheon of the Bourbons in
the center.

The silver coimage of Charles TV 15 the same as Charles I with denominations of half, 1, 2. 4, ane & Reales, but
under Charles IV the quarier Real o Quoariilla {Cuartillay was reissued.  The roval dectes authorizing the
Cuarfillas was announced by the usual town crice method on March 3, 1794, but they were not struck until 1796,
These ara known as Lion and Caslle, as the obverse shows a castle between the Mo Mind wark and the quarter
denormination. with the date below. The reverse is a crowned lion, The Coartillas with no date or Mint mark are
belicved to have been [or the Philippines,

The golid coins of Charles 1V come in [hree ivpes:

Tvpe 1 Dated 789 and 1790 the obverse has the bust of Charles 11T bui (he legend "CAROL. TIL" The
reverse of This tvpe 1s the same as on the last tvpe of Charles [IL

Type 2: Also dated 1789 and 1790, this is the same as ot fype 1, except the legend reads SCAROL 1™,

Type 3 lssued from 1791 through LROR. it was a heavily draped bust of Charles 1Y with hair in queve.
The legend reads “CARCL, (1. D.G. HISP. ET IND. K™ and the dale, The reverse is the samc cxcepl for
assiyer's initials as in the first type. The Collar of the Gulden Vleece is sarrounding the coal of arms on all
denominations ol gold in all types nnder this raler. The edpe has a twisted cord-like milling.

Charles 1Y abdicated o Ferdinand VIL his oldest son, March 19. 1808, and almost immediately declared it was
not voluntary, Howsver. Charles IV was never able fo reclaim his throne.  He died in exile T1 yeats later.
Ferdinand W1 fuled until 1833, bt Mexioo's independence from Spain came Sept. 27, 1821, iherelore his reipn
over Mexico ended on that date. The frst Ferdinand %11 coinage was struck Aug, 12, 1808,

As there was fo denominations issued less thau a quarter real, (here was a need of smallor denominations for
commmercial usage, so private coibage was issued by merchanls, mindng companics and haciendas. Numismatically
Ihese are tokens and are known as Sepales (Hquivalent o the Eaglish TOLL), Pilones { one-sixtesnth ol a real
value) and Tlucos (onc-sighth Real). Most numismatists refer fo these as Hacienda tokens, a collecling ficld all its

Wi

Even though these were (o be redeemed on demand for official coinage, it really did not work due to the
irresponsible nature of some of the issuers, o 1814, it was ordered that these privale issues ba retived Irom
commerce. By edicl of Aug. 23, 1814, coinage in copper of cighth, quarter and hall' were authorized, Two of the

24 were cqual (oY Real silver,

The obverse of these copper coins had (wo 17 in script, interlaced and facing cach other. In the cenler of the 17
witha crown ubove, The bMo Mint mark is at the lefi and the denomination af the right. The marginal inscription
is “FERDIN. V1L D.G. HISP, REX ", and the daie below. The reverse consists of a foral cross, with (hree

flenrs-de-lis contained in 1he center oval.
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PHE NUMISMATICS OF SPANINE COLONIAL MEXFCO, Part IHf, Con't.

Castles and lions are i the quarters of the cross, A full circular wreath surrounds the design. The one-gighth was
struck in 1814 und 1813, the quarter in 1814, 18135 and 18106, while the 2/4 was straclein 1814, 1815, 1816 and
1821 There was no réady acceplunce ol these copper coins until the law of Dec. 20, 1814, which required heir
circutation and imposed-a penalty for not complying with the liw,

There are two main types of silver coinage under Ferdingmd VI,

Type 1 Known as he armored or imaginary bust shows Ferdinand VIT with cuirass and loga in the stvle
of the last coinare of Charles VI, 'The hall Real wis issucd for 1808 to 1814, the 1 Real in 1809 to 1814, the 2
Heales and 4 Reales [or 1809 < 1812, and the 8 Reales for 1808 w 1811,

Tvpe 2: This type known as the draped bust shows Ferdinand Vil somewhat older and drapad in a foga,
The half and | Real were issued for 1814 to 1821, ihe 2 Reales for 1812 to 1821, the 4 Reales for 1818 to 1821,
and the 8 Reales lor 1811 10 1821, The quarter Real issued 1808 1o 1816 was of the same Lion and Castle tvpe as
nnder previcus rulers. The reverses of the other silver coinape were similar to the previous coinape.

The gold coinage of Ferdinand V11 issucd from (he Mexico Mint were of two (vpos:

Type | Known as the armered or imaginary bust shows a large draped bust of Ferdinand VII with hair in
quene, The margingl mseription "FERDIN. VII D.G. HISP, ET IND. B with date. The reverse is the same as in
previous coinage of Clarkey 1V, This fype was issued from 1808 10 1812,

Tvpe 20 Enown as the undraped bust. 1t shows the lanreated liead of Ferdinand and a small portion of the
nude bust showing. The balance of the obverse and the reverse are similar to the first type with only the assayers’
initials differing, and issned from 1812 1o 1821,

Lhe Ouder of the Golden Fleece is shown surrounding the coat of arms 1n all denominations. 1he edge has a
twisted rope - like milling: A new denemination of gold was issued during this reign. This was the Talf Ezeado,
and was struck in 18714 v 1820, The assayers’ initials found on the coinage of Ferdinand V11 are TH, HI, and J1.

FINAL PART OF THIS SERTES TN VOL. 0 NO. Iv OF THE JOTURNAL
S T A S S N S G O G G S O G G GG DG a1 R LR ARSI PR A R T RN T

1922 PROQF 50 PESO GOLD SURFACLES

The below mystery coin has surtaced. Anvone have any suggestiong as to the origin of this frosted proof 7




VOL. II SEPTEMBER 1998 NO III

EETEE

S b
PEERS R b

Sty

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT PRESENLS ANA
PRESIDENTTAL AWARDS AT THE MEXICO CITY INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC
CONVENTION

AMNA President Anthonv Swialck presented Gwo of Ihis Presidential awards during the bday Internalional
Nutnisoutic Convention,  These wers presented to Clyde Tlubbard, C-127, and Don Bailey, C-1. These two
prestigions awards along with the one previonsly awarded last year 10 Duane Douglas. President of the Sociedad
Numismatica de Mexico, made up 10% of the Presidential awards presenicd by President Swriatek at thal Litne.
These having been made in Mexico is indicative of the support thatl Mexican numismatics are receiving [ram the
clitrent AMA officials. Both recipienls were very appreciative of the awards. that were presented Tor thew efforts in

furthering Mexican munismatics,
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Cosis for annual ingertion, (4 issues):
Back outside cover  $500.00
Frowt ingide cover  $450.00
Back ingide cover b400.00
¥: page F175.00
Va pagel $10H.00
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Pat Johmson Rare Coin Co.
Bailing Address:
P.O, Box 26357
Houston, Texas 77265-5357 LL5.A.

Shipping Address:
2486 Times Blvd., Suite A
Houstomn, Texas T7005-3241
Phone: 715 5204995 Fax: 713 528-7618

FREE PRICELIST - MEXICO AND WORLD COINS

SEND FOR OUR NEXT “BUY OR BID” SALE
GOLD, SILVER, & COPPER, FROM $i6 TO 510,000,

GUR MOST RECENT LIST HAD OVER 1100 LOTS, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING COINS.

MEXICO 4 REALES, 1733 MX-MF, Cholce AU-BLL.mmma 500,00
MEXICO 4 ESCUDOS 1742-MF, Cholce PLL Al cisiniiren BFE0.0G0
MEXICO B ESCUDOS, 1743-MF, AU, falnt adi.mark s 375000
MEXICO 8 REALES, 1874 Do-JH, Mice Al F500.00
MEXICO 8 REALES, 1845 Ga-|G, sl weal BU T R L

MEXICO A REALES, 1863 Ga-FY, ltclndVF, 3 chopmarks...... 375000
MEXICE & REALES, 184776 Mo-IF, VEP+, [tad]mbs.Reviwum 4750.00

MEXICS 8 REALES, | B49/8 Pi-PS/AM, wih. Y, Loy e 1250.00
MEXICO 8 REALES, 1857 Pi-MC, Lust. XF 2400.00
MEXICO PATTERN MAMIMILIAN PESO, SM.LETTERS, 1866....1750.00
CHILE 8 ESCUDOS, 1790 So-DA, K42, Lust, XF e 150000
CHIMA $10.00, Y-8 (1919), ¥-330, NGOMEGL . mmmeremssciisiaesd G500.00
COLOMBIA 8 ESCUDDS, 1772 NR-V], P.LXF-AU, faint scr..... 1450.00
GREAT BRITAIN , CROWRN, 1695, WR.I, Chl. XE-Allns 200,00
GUATEMALA QUETZAL, 1925, Nice XF . weene SULLO0O

PUERTO RICO, 40 CENTAYOS, 1896, Chand AU+, lumbks...... 120000

PLEASE GIVE US A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR COLLECTING INTERESTS, OR SEND Us ANY
WANT LISTS THAT YOU HAVE PREPARED, THIS WiLL HELP US BE OF BETTER SERVICE TO YO,

BUYING! STRONG PRICES PAID FOR MEXICAN & WORLD COINS,

IF YOU HAVE SOME NIGE DUPLICATES, OR IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING SELLING YOUR ENTIRE
COLLECTION, IT WILL PAY YOU TO CONTACT US. WE ARE SERICUS BUYERS OF WORLDWIDE
COINS (INCLUDING U.S. COINAGE). IF YOU PREFER A DIRECT SALE, WE WILL MAKE YOU A
STRONG OFFER FOR YOUR GOINS. IF YOU WOULD RATHER CONSIGN ITEMS TO OUR SALES,
YOU WILL FIND THAT OUR TERMS ARE VERY FRIENDLY. WE ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO
ADVISE YOU ON GETTING THE MAXIMUM RETURN FOR YOUR GOINS, AND THERE'S NO CHARGE
FOR THIS SERVICE. PLEASE CALL JED CRUMP AT THE ABOVE NUMBER TO DISCUSS DETAILS.

OVER 30 YEARS TN BUSINTSS

Please orider with confidence. We have worked hard over the years to build a raputation for accurate
grading, and hoaest and reliable service. We are well known in the buslness, and can Farnish many
references to those of you who ars not familiar with our company. ANA - LM # 656.
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GUADALAJARA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

The Socicdad Numismatica de Mexico held it's International Numismatic Convention, and the consciences was
that it went well, The attendance was spotly af tmes, and some of (he US dealers, that made up ong third of the
desler’s {ables reported. that they did well, while others said they did not do well, The clfurts of Bob Brigps of
Mumismatica de Guadalajara. assisted by Alma Carrillo of turiSerh, who supervised the hotel reservations, the
brenkfast, Banguet, and all other details did an omstmding job.

The Cuadalajara show is building up to be the show that it was for so Many vears. ‘There were several association
members thal alfended as guests, and the Association held an informal recoption that was well #llended, and the
vonwversation centered on supporting the Sociedad Numismatica de Mexico, and their International Conventions.
Al updale on the progress of the Houston Money Show Infernational was given. It was feli by several there (hal
this went well. and way worth the small effori to put this on. During the convention the Association was able 1o
sign up five new members. and lo pet feed back on the propgress of the Association, and our efforts to rfeach ouf to
our sister organization in Mexico, the Sociedad Namismatics de Mexico.

B e e e e e R R i e i e s T [ T

TRIPLE EXECUTION IN MEXICO

By: Tohn {3, Hardman, C-103

One of the most common series of postcards of the Mexican revolution is a group of cards popularly catfed the
“Triple Exeeution in Mexico™, a serics of af least seven real photo posteards by Walter H. Horne, the firs) lime ¥ou
see aly ol these cards. vour mind conjures up thoughts of spies, traitars, or prisoners of war being “Dabe Walled®
for their misdeeds.  the Spanish edition of the E1 Paso MORNING TIMES of Febnuary 16, 1916 tells the wholc
story. “Triple Hxecution Accompanied By Music™ was the headlines of the article, which is paraphrased below. A
friple execution took place in fuarez accompanied by the playing of martial music. 'The condemned were inarched
f the site of their execution belween rows of troops preceded by a military bund with dryms and trumpils, the
almosphere was festive with close (o 2,000 people from both sides of the frontier cities prosent, Francisco Rijas,
Juan Aguitar, und Jose Mareno were cxcouted by a firing squad from the huare: garrison, wder the command of
Captain Javier | Walle,

The exeentions took place on ebruary 15th in Cuidad Guars, at 11:30 A M., in front of the south wall ol (he
Northwestern Railroad station. Juan Aguilar was the first o be shot. the next was Francisco Rojis, Jose Moreno
was the (hird to be executed, The three were execuled for petty thelt from the Juarex parrison. Gencral Gabriel
Gavira, who ordered the executions, told the press that he was having the exceulions carried oul, in pubdic, (o It
the people of luares, both soldiers and the populace, know that he would rale with #n iton hand, General Cavira
wiy [he new military commandant of Juarez,

It should be noted that prior to the exceutions, a band was on the train platform in front of 1he squate plaving
merry tunes. People chatted with each other as though they were at a saint’s day celebration, or at the bull fights,
and the mood was a lestive ong, at least wnnil the time of the exconlions.,

The photograpler of the triple exeoution was Walter H, Horne, a photographer from El Paso, Texas, He used 4
Graflex camera on a (riped. Horne was an astute businessiman, realized that such scenes on posteards were top
sullers. Horne had been photographing the revolution for five years and had made many friends on both gides of
1he border. When he heard ol the planned execulions, he contacted Captain WValle, and paid him a “mordida” for
the exchisive right to photograph the executions.

Following the execwions. Home | and his cmployees took orders for his “Iviple Execution” posteards.  He
guaranteed delivery within ten diys. The next time you see one or more of the “Triple Execution” cards, don't
think of espionage, spies or other inlriguing events. This series of cards shows what happened to three pelly
thicves who happened 1o get caught in the wrong place at the wrong time.
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TRIPLE EXECUTION IN MEXICO Con’t:
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CONFEDERATI: TREASURE TN DANVILLE

By I. Frank Carmoll

somewhers in The Lasi Capital of the Confederacy is buried 2 sipnificant portion of the CSA weasyre
currenthy worth between 510 million and $74 million. Befors seolfing at the notiom, skeptics should {irst listen 1o
I Frank Carroll. author of # recently-published book entitled ¢ ‘wifederate Treasure i Danville.

The author devoted eiphteen years of dogged research inte Nitional Archives records, public docwrments.
special colleetions, neardy one hundred books, private letiers and even woather rgports. A new hard-cover edition
veleased by URE Press, Confedergre Vieanre in Damviile (TSBN (-933571-49-6) 15 an intelligent history lesson
lold 1o an ineresting wav. 11 covers treasurc |ales, idemifics what was really in the cache, roveals the liopl
disposition of the loriune and supports those findings with thi ¥ photos (including one of (he horses and wagon
used to take ihe treasure w ils burial site) and five maps of 1863 Danville,

Unlike tminst history books, Confederate Treasure in Damvitle celebrales the “little man” and an eipecially
bip bomus the book reveals clues to the location of the fortune. This treasute trele won't be 2asy thongh! The
sppot cannot be found by reading selected portions of (he book. Clues in every clapter and clever detective work
are necessary Lo determine the whereabouwts, Don't head to vour lacal hardware siore to pick up # spade.  smart
slenths will discover that this dig requires using a mental shovel instead

Editor’s note: This freasure is said 1o consist up 35 keps of Mexican Eight Reales of 1868 and 1861, (hat
were traded for soothern cotton with Mexico, and is SATD 1o contain a quantity of 1861 O & Beales, therefore 1he
Assoctation's interest in this story.

The author. 1. Frink Carroll s s native of Rewdsville, NC lirst heard ruimors of missing Confedarale treasure al o
Baptist revival in Danville. WA i 1951, The treasure had to wail until mundane things like schooling, working
and traviling were taken core of  Carroll has maveled the world over, and retired Fom the Commonwealth of
Virgima in 1982,

Since 1978, he has rescarched the mysterious fortune, traveling thousands of wmiles. pouring over National
Archives records, public documents, and the many other sources | as well as listening to scads of tales. Amid the
confusion of these true und false storigs, he has clarified the murky waters in an mtelligent and intrigning book.

The book has been subjeet of from page articles in several southem papers, as well as 1cleviston interviews, has
heei in nine national iagazines. 'The lecture circuil 1o twoe hundred cities 1o three countrics continues. This book
lias been nomtnated for the prestizgions Pronglas Southall Freeman Avward {1997),

Light Reales such as this rare 1861 Oa F.R. may be contained in these buricd keps
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Confederate Treasure in Brapevifle, Con'ts

April 3rd, 1865
500,000 TO $600,000 N SPECTE
ARRIVED TN DANVILLE, VIRGINLIA

It is ironic that while the Confederacy was in its dying theoes, the Comlcderate Treasure was only
begioning fo live. Although most of the bounty from thal treasure was disiributed in 1865, hereiofore facts lend
creditality to that conlinued fife,

This boolk reawalkens interest in an almos! [orgotten fortune that was secretly slumbered in undisturbed
partht for 133 years. Now, (he silvery voice of that slecpy Ireasure calls ont Trom its resiing place and drasvs
allention 1o a city on the Dan River,

The onfederate Treasive It Danville can be purchased in most major book stores al 524,935, but specil
arrangements have been made with the publishers thal members of the Association can purchase these from the
Association for $20.00 plus postage of 33.00.

DT T TP LR LT TR S R S L R R e S s S A e d e

USMexNA YOUTH PROGRAM APPOINTS MEXTCO COORDINATOR

Arq. Anabelle Fernandez Castro, of Guadalajara has been appointed as the Assoclation’s Youth Coordinalor
within Mexico. Arq. Anabelle Fernandez Castro will be our contact, and will promote our youth program within
{he country. She will make clfors to recnuit coordinalors in allmajor cilics within Mexico, She was very excited
about this progranm, and wi are working lowards a LSMexNA yourth attendance during the Associalion’s meeting
_18:00 PM. Febroare 26, 1999 al he Sociedad’s Numismalic nlcrnational Convenuon Febmary 24 - 27, 19%9,
Anabelle may be reached at:  Jose Loper Portillo #12, Colonia Los Finos, {Antes Bugambilias), C.P 45235
Zapapan., Talisco, Mexico.

USMEXNA YOUTH PROGRAM:
Maximum sge is 18, or 21 if a full time student.

Dues are $5.00. or waived swith submission of a one page or more essay on why they want tobe a
mentbet.ar on # Mexican numismatic theme. Essay will be accepted in cither English or Spanish,

Annual Youth Scholarship to the ANA Senunar
Submit a 500 word or more essay on @ Mexican numismatic subjecl.
Scholarsip winner to be selected by the Youth Comnittee.
Dreadline for filing may be oblained from the USMexINA Youth Chairman, Sal Falcone,

Coins and other numismatic maicrial shall be awarded al the discrelion ol the Youth Conmmittes,
Donations of material and or money will be accepled by the USMexNA for (he youth program,

The USMexNA Youlh Comrmillee, consists of Sal Faleone, Chairman, David ITughes and Bob Bandy,
and may be reached at:

Sal Faleone,
1230 Lincoln Ave,
San Jose, CA 03125
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JUAN CORTINA’S SPY: ELENA VILLARREAL de FERRER

By Carlos Larralde, Pubdlished in the Journal of South Texas

During the 1890s, the distinguished South Texas attorney and historian, Jose T, Canales, mel and
imterviewed several Hispanic women who served as spics or soldicrs dalong the Lower Rio Grande. 'The patient and
attentive Canales joited their comments in his notcbooks. Years later. Canales recalled how these inquisitive and
[eariess woinen aided his uncle, the “blocky, powerluliy built, red-bearded” luan N. Clorling, who conducted a sart
of guerrilla war along the Rio Grande from 1859 to 1876, As John 8 Ford pointed out . “in the beginning of his
carser Corting was so successful that many of his countrymen were led 1o believe Lin to be the instrument in the
hands of the alwighty destined lo chastise 1he insolent North Americins. As Cortina asserled in 18539, < the Lord
will enable me, with a powerful arm. o fAght against our encmnies. " “He miled the Rio Grande border Oy
fron Laredo to the mouth of 1he river. His influence was sg greal that he could inaugurate a powertul movement
against the Mexican Government.., His exploity at the time of the Civil War (181 - 1865) caused the Tinited
Slates to lose many thousands of dollars.” Depopulation. destruction. and wuste resulled from Brownsville 1o Rio
Grande City. 120 miles to the northwest. Catmmerce as [ar north as Laredo was disripted perodically, Amercan
propery was wrecked, Those ranchos spared by Cortina’s froops were often sacked or burned by the Texans,

Mexicans in Texas were detested, “They atc of mengrel blood, 1he Aztec predominating,” noted Cilbert
D Kingsbury. writing about Mexicans along the Lower Rio Grande in the early 1860s. “These degraded crastures
are mere pilferers. scavengers and vagabonds, downright barbarians, . hanging like vennin on the skirts of
civilization - 4 complete pest to humanity.”  Renowned writers like Frederick [ Olmsied phased popular
senfiments that these Mexican “in a somewhat unchristian tone, not as herelics or heathens to be converted.., but
rathet s vermin, 1o be exterminaled,” BEven newspapers saw Hispanics as “balfnegro, half Indian preasers” or
mixed Indian and African blood”,

Cortina just as vehemently denounced the Anplos claiming that “a multitude of lawyers” in Texas siole
Mexican land.  Munerous Hispanic women, micknamed the Adgwilas Damay, promofcd Cortina’s canse and
propagated his message (or unity and justice, Most were refined courtesans. These streel tough women wers
familiar with sbrasive individuals and different men of authonity. “They were well familiar with the crude
mjustices and fickle ways of the world and acted as essential informants.”

Omne such woman was the vibrant and indspendent Elena Villarreal de Ferrer “With tears of pride and
moements of grief. Llena revealed low a desperate Corting needed (he 4 gttidas Damay delectives (o keep track of
soldiers. military officers, deserters, traitors, radicals, idealisi, extortioncrs, erroneons patriots, mis guided AITYIS,
pelly polittcians, Ihieves and dead spies” Flena knew that Corling was alraid of internal dissension and lforbade
fault-finding among his men. He wanted full control of 1 roops and the appointnent of efficers,

Form about 1843 in the Lower Rio Grande region. Elena rellected an independent spirit like other ronlier
women who fought Indians and onflwws. Like most othor wifes, she endured sickness and the deatl of a beloved
infant. Her marriage ceascd due (o her husband's death as a soldier, Forced 1o be strong, she and ofher women
dressed in pants and shins and worked along side men 1n the felds o tended to livestock. As Tor Elena she always
wore 4 veil to cover her face lrom the sun,

Years later. Canales remenibered her being shaded by a tiny parasol, “To pratec) her delicate complexion,
Elena relised to ventore out in the punishing sunlight withou! some kind of proteciion.  she appeared small,
fragile, and painfully vulnerable,” hnmune to anxiety, duubt and indecision. Elena old Canales how at first she
helped the Aguilos Damas develop cxtensive connections on bath sides of the Rip Grande through contacts in
saloons and reslaurants. They also had access to facilities which rented rooms by the hour, These establishmens,
such as the Gemn Saloon and Sam's Ovster Saloon in Brownsville, or Charles’ Restaurant in Brazos Santiagy, were
inexpensive and popular. Matamoros” La Flor del Brave, “ . colehrated club room Known as (the) Merchan!'s
Exchange wilh its superb bar, chofo: wines. old liquors with restausint attachment,” was Flena's Favorite, A
persistent Corting demanded 1hese places provide enlertainment for his encmies and his spies.
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JUAN CORTINA'S SPY: ELENA VILLARREAL de FERRER, COM'T:

Like Richmond, Virginia and New York City, vice and depravity ol the worst kind were synonymous with
Ui saloons ol Brownsyille, Matamores and other border lowns, They prospered due to the Buropean trade during
ihe Civil War. In 1863, the British officer Arthur J L. Freantle, noted (hat “Brownsville was aboul the rowdiest
towrl in Texas, which was the most lawless siate in the Confederacy....” Lonely businessmen and military ofticers
cnconntered the Damas in these taverns, LEven Fremantle presumably patronized them and prebably relerred to
Elenu and other Qamas when he wrote about cortain Matamoras and other local Wexican women as “rather good
looking, but they plaster their heads with grease, and paint therr faces too much,” Canales slated, “These [amies
painted their faces (o disguise how poverly etched iheir faces and how hard times bred a harsh neglect.”

The Texas Ranger, Dan W, Roberts, apparcntly patronized these saloons also, He referred lo ladies in
Mier like Elena and numerons dgeifas Damas and stressed their love ol gambling, “The Mexican women would
walk up to # gambling table, place large sums of money an a card, and win or loge, vou would not hear » word
{rom then. Everviling was in perfecl arder in the gambling place. the women smoked cigareties and vet they
appeared like perfect Jadies. T thought it was the most wonderfal thing 1 had ever scein”

Llena revealed to Canales that most of the Aguifas Damas and many Mexican women in peneral suffored
from violence or rape. lustead of feeling sorry for theinselves, these women oflen joined Cortina as aguiis,
snugglers, cooks, DUTSSS OF MESSCILEETS, Dressed like men. several of these women were soldiers, like Pemra
Cadriega and Manuela Rosa. As for Elena, she often visited paticnts who were also officers 1o gather inlclligence
informatiof. She had to become accustomed to foul smells and secing ampuotated lmbs,

As a pood detective who knew the Rio Grande region well, the fastidious Elena look mental noles of
evervihing thai she saw or heard. She knew Spanish and English well, Her mentor, Carlos Esparza, remined a5 a
“oman without a face” dic to his keen ability to remain fmysterious. He appreciated her talents. Elena lcarned from
him to almnost anticipate the cnemy’s move,  She cncouraged her fellow Agwifas Damas to wear fashionable
crinolines. introduced by the French. “Like most of these ladics, Elena used her sturched and sliffened petticoals to
tramsport documents, medicines. guns, and ammunition up and down the Lower Rio Grande. When the Ve Was
uoded or fill, Elena in her heavy hoop skirts used a hoat 1o cross the nver during the night™

Jose Canales asseried. “1t must have been the will of God lor Blena and Esparza not to be haoged or shot”,
The tawman L. 1L MeNelly, probably referred to Esparza and his men whon he mapintained, “They have an
arganization... called the ‘roral police.” The chief man is the owner of a ranch, or (he superintenl.., He is a civil
oificer.. He sends an alarm to oue ranch, and it is senl from ranch to ranch in every dircction.™ Elena was likely
gne of several agents who senl the signal,

wWhile exchanging wemos wilh Lsparza, Elena curried dispalches and widicine through the encimy forces
o aid Cortina’s men.  Allended by other envoys, she expedited valuable contraband supplics to Cortina's troops.
As Fsparza’s courter. Flena loved fashion, “Bains were taken with the dress and the coiffeur, and the use of
cosmetics.

A deliant and determined Blena revealed lo Canales that she rended an upper-floor Bronwsville hotel
oo near [he river in sight of a specific location in Matamoros. She indicated her room by placing a vase or &
flowerpal on the window sill where 1t conld be seen through a powerful telescope by one of her conluderates in
Matamoros. Elena transmitieed intelligence information from the wincdow by maneuvering the blinds in different
directions. If she pulled the blinds all the way to the right, it meanl io stay thire. If they were pulled all the way 1o
the 1efl, it signified that (he enemy was too strong. 1T the blinds were pulled up all (he way, it proclaimed that
Corling could casily attack his rivals. If the blinds were completely pulled down to cover the window, it mean| that
she had problems getting information. If the blinds were pulled half way, il indicated 1hat other ageits in
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JUAN CORTINA'S SPY: ELENA VILLARREAL de FERRER, CON'T:

Brownsville were ready 10 help Cortina.  Elena would also get to an easily accessible roof or balcory and with her
Lirge umbrella send signals across to Matamoros. Each movement of the umbrells had spocilic maaning,

The proficient: Elena smuggled baskets of food, nedicine, and newspapers to captured Cortinisin
prisoners, Tn these newspapers, the prisoners understood a secrel cade. To others it was a nonsensical jumble of
words. actually it was Carlos Fsparza's code which he devised for his agents, Elena also used it when her SCTVINLS
hauled baskets filled with food to the Cortinistas. cach basket contained numerous s A few were hollowed,
Each contiained minuscule slips of paper carrying enciphered memorndums. Elens also secreled coded messages
writlen on onionskin papers in secrel rocesses in her jeweley. To remember detailed military repons, Elena stiched
her braided potticoats with dilferent patierns, Elena and her associates used n list of seeret passwords and
tecoguition signals, These codes were taught 1o Union and Confederate deserters who aided the Cortinisias,
Apparenily Elena was eflcctive in recruiling soldiers to defect.  An embarrassed Confederate officer, John Ford,
wrole aboutl these deserters: “There were at (his time a goodly number of these men in Mexico who professced to
have come away from (he Confederale Ammy on account of bad [reatment Irom officers ™ Several ol these Union
forces joined Cortina. ‘There were at least *1,500 of these enlisted in Union foroes bevond the Texus bordery,”

Elena confided to Canales how gasy It was to reciuil Texas Germans to unite with Coriing,  These
German Unionists felt that the Federal povernment furnished them with freedom when they left Germany.  they
were apathetic lo the Souhern cause. opposed secession, and refused to jotn the Confederate Armyv. Like a
Megority of Tejanos, these Gerans persisted in speaking their own language, holding distinctive belicls and
relaiming a separale culture. Accordimg ta historian Waller Busnger, German-lexan newspapers like Aeitung
{Cralveston) sympathized with Cortina’s canse, Texas Cermans and Union Tejanos were persecuted by the
Conluderacy. 1o aid Ihese Germans, Elena and her aids smggled them tn small boats across the Rio Grande,
Most of them became ficree troops for Cortina. as historian, Glen Lich wrole, "A considerable number of them
had settled in Mexico where German lile was strengthened at thal fime by Awstrian toops who came with the
French Tntervention,

Eeady o entertain Yankee Confederate, and cven French military personnel, Elena Villarreal de Ferrer
maintiined a ladylike concealmen),  She referred to travel alone, striking up acquaintances with disgrumled
officers and visiting them in (heir tents, Tater these lonely soldicrs were invited for dinner in her lavish home in
Brownsville, She Jooked forward to their calls and their little gifis, “While Elena coaxed military secrets from
them, she appeared as if nothing ever surprised her. With a straight face, she concealerd any hard and bitter
leclings. The well-bred Elena goarded her tongue well against any hol words that could scorch a patron.

Elena meamvhile heard wbout Cortina’s complaints  abonl priests who  sympathized with  the
French-backed Mexican conservatives and the Confuderate cause. They were suspecicd as spies. mainly Father
Pierre F_ Parisol. Ile bitterly detested the Cortinisias, A frustraied Elena hoped Lo reason with Parisol. She failed,
Elena realized thal Parisot was more of a peril with his spiteful anti-Cortinista sermons than Corting realized.
While fuming with anger, Corting issued strict orders to his men to pratect the anii-Cortina and pro-French clerpy.
He refuscd to create marlyrs for the cnemy cause.

With enthusiasm. Blens vaised capital from local Jewish retailers to aid the Cortimisiag,  she
comprehended how these cosmopolinim and resourceful Jews were an assel to Corting, Witk their knowledge of
languages. commerce and other cultures, they served as diplomats to encourage other BEuropean firins in Mexico 1o
aid Cortina. - As Arthur Fremantle wrote, “Matamoras is now infested with numbers of Tews, whose industiy spoils
the irade of the established merchunts, to the great rage of the lattee™ With Jewish help, Eleng advocaled another
fund-raising sowrce (hrough the comedies, farees, tragedics and molodramas in the Treatro del Imperin, as an
actress. Hlena inspived plays and themnes that dramatized (he Cortinista causs. 'Ie populat poctess, Julia Pena,
alzo featurcd (hemes on patriotism and bravery,
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Juan Corlina's officers depended on spies like Elena to obtaim supplies to combal the Confederates, the
Union forces, and the Texas Rangers. Due to Corlina’s politica] strategies, Elena and other Damar occasionally
aided ihe Confcderates.  they shared the same qualiies as most Scathern femulcs.  a Richmond cdilor
acknowledped the enmily of Confederale women wis “inare deadly than all than the engines of war cver invented
by man.”  Also while Carting’s forces fought in Mexico opposing the French Intervention (1861 - 1867, they
srvived well with the aid of Elena and other miditant ladiss. As historian Elizabeth Salas noted, “As in previous
wars, women aided both Mexican and foreigm troops during the French Intervention.  Some women fought along
side thewr male counterparts, while others looked at French troops as cmnployers and marringe parmers, Looking
bacl wnmoved. Elena never dwelled on details wilh Canales about how she and other efficient and critical Damos
were abused by some Mexican oflicials due lo charvinis traditions or jealously.  The stubborn Corting siill
cherishied his Danras as valuable allies, piving then i unigue view of the inner warkings of complex polibics,

Adter the American Civil War, several Aguifas Dameay aided U5, lroops to patrol parts of South Texas,
These soldiers were African Americans, who provided military data and sympathized with the Cortinisias.
Although elegani courtesans like Elenia tefiused to have anything to do with these impoverished Placks or vilgar,
nscless whiles, several Mexican womnen befriended them.  As ong parrative staied, “The colored seldiers have.,
Mievican Women dhowi the camp, who, when he soldiers arc going out, grve information to their friends.” As lor
the white officers. General EO.C. Ord called them “with few gxceptions, a sorry lot”  Onee the Irench
intervention in Mexico ended. Elena aided the Cortinistas to combat the Texas Rangers and federal froops. She
remained an informani, During the 1870s, Rauger Captain Neal Coldwell rolerred to Corlina’s spies when he
stated thal as bandils they were “too smarl and too well organized. They've got spies cverywhere, They know
where evary soldicr and every Ranger outfit is. and they know your moves before vou can make thom. thev e
bigger and smarter than (he law.”

Fven ranger George Durham expressed his admiration for Corting’s supparters and how they rallicd from
blows. “The Cortinisias had 2 big cdge. They had twe umdred miles of river they could dart across. then get lost
in the back country until they pul logether a herd, They had a good spy sysicm and appeared to know where every
soldier or Ranger was a1 any time, day or night.”

Elema endured due (o her tenacity, political cxperience smd friends like Lora la Leona (Lora the Lion),
T.ors alded Elena in her spy activities and became an admimstralive asgistant for Juan Corlina, Like Elena sho was
iton-willed,  LUnemies ridiculed T.ora as Corlina’s mistress, General William Steele swrote in 1875, “IL is a
well-known fact that not only Corlina himsell but even his mistress gives orders to judges as to their decisions 1o
cases, either civil ar criminal and snch orders are obeyved ™ While some encouragement game From Corting and
even from H,A. Malthy, editor of the Daily Ranchern, equal rights for women became an issue. Elena and Lora
focused on the imporiant role in (he Cortimista movement: (hey wanted women's sufitage, opposilion came from
severd] conservative, Catholic Cortinistas, Cortina refnsed to encourage this issuc lor fear of crealing a crevice in
his ranlks.

As Tor Juan Corling. one of his major problems was individuals like Generul Pedro Martincy in 1870
The zealous Martinez waoted to overihrow the Beaile Tnares government and undo his progressive relorms. 1lis
speeches imitated Corting. Llena encouraged Coring to avoid Martings and further bloodshed. Corlina remained
concerned ahout the well-being of Matamoros, As sarly as 1870, the Daily Ranchcro noted, “Matamoros his
improved her streets wonderfully,.. Commercial and other leading strects are now handsomely and substantially
paved.,,” 'Thinking her career as 4 spy and pilitics was over, Elena opened a dress shop in Malamoros,

Elena erred. In 1876, the Cortinistas promoted Porfirin Diaz as President of Mexico. He was one ol
Mexico's palriotic gencrals under (he celebrated Benito Juares. A despondent Diaz dashed to Prownsville secking
aid and military support. Historian Laurens B, Perry asserted thal Elena became involved as a Porfirista due 10 the
efforis of Migue! de la Pena. o Mexican oflicial. in Janary 1876, With other misguided patriots, Elena hielped
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Duae singe he promised that Mexico wounld have peace, order and progress, A majority of people failed 1o realize
that Thaz planned to benefit the privileged class and forci BT LOvesiors,

By now, Elena zcalously worked for Diaz’s cagse. As Perry wrale, “The first of her several services was
conducting correspondence clandestinely between Brownsville and Matameros, delivering it to the home of ong
Francisco Bucher twice a duy between January and March” Elena’s luck ran oui and Corting’s enemics became
suspicious of her clandestine schivitiss, She was denoumced by three obscure officers: (emeral La Barra, Colonel
Cristo. and Colonel Parral, Thev ordered her apprehension. “So successful was she as a spy that she was to be
arrestod at all cosls ™

These olficers. even with the resources they commanded, were nmible to stize her. With zest | Elena
renewed hier mission “nntil leaving it Anished. Perry points out that Elena’s “success might well have been due (o
some high-placed protection™ But she faced grave danger. One faderalist officer in Matamoros employed spies o
follow her and know the lucation of her mother's home in Matamoros where she spent mumerous nights. Although
she remained faithiol to Diaz. Flena escaped (o Brownsville, probably when Colonel Parrat threaicied her.

Elena’s swrvival depended on her suppori from the Mexican community. The U5, Federal government
insisted that the Lower Rio Grande remained a danigerous breeding pround of Cortinista conspiracy amd
sympathizers who chertshed Corting, On Tune 8, 1875, Samuel . Stewart wrote, “The Mexicuns on ihis side of (he
Rio Grande arc not willing (o give information or assist the officers to make arrests; but, on the contrary, (hey pive
aid aud confort 1o the band of thieves and murderers from Mexico. Stewart blamed Mexican officials for the
turbulence, “There is the best person to belicve that armed bands of thieves and maranders cross from Mexico into
Texas, and by the authority of Mexican officials rob and murder Americans. These raids were seen by most
Mexican Nationals, 45 meritorious act (s), and the murder is {ofien} promoted to some office cither civil or
military,™

“Llena’s nerves were shredded.  Cortinistas were captured and tortured.  She grieved that (hey might
break down under questions and reveal her true motives” as Jose Canales explained. “The soul of the age was
cruelly ymd the hearl of justice a stone. Onee exposed, she and other dguifar Damay Taced the scaffold: o have
sacks put over their heads and then the trap dropped. If not, they liced a firing squad.  Trapped in a world of
hatred, poverty, hardship, and uncertainty, Elena knew that all sround hier Turked more bitterness and violence.
Secrecy was important, As Adjutant General William Steele wrote in 1875 “The thicves and cufthroats ., think
the killing ol 3 Texan somicthing to be proud of.., even ol their nal iomally... Many have been killed for oo other
rason than that they knew 100 much,™

‘The iron-willed Flena appeared frivolous while attending opulent pariics, She tricd to forgel some of the
ruthlessness and brutality of her fellow Cortinistas toward heir encrmics. Stecle insisted that Corfina’s men were
“composed cntirely of raffians. ready at any moment to commit murder, or any other crime, at his bidding” He
lailed to understand why, Cortina meanwhile loved to Jest with Elena and regularly proclaimed her as the *Queen
of the Rio Grande,” “First Lady of the Juarista Canse” and the “Mus: of Conrage™ As A Matamoros ackress,
Elena sometimes wore a lavish dress and the cap of Libeny that incorporated the Mexican llag. Az a guest af
Cortia’s diplomatic parties. Llena sparkicd at his social affairs. She created innovative techniques lo enhanee
hersell, One evening Cortina enterlained several Juarisia officials to celebrate a Juarer victory over the French.
“she then convinced his bugle soldiers 1o announce her enfrance into the ballroom.  With an orb and scepter, she
walked in a long, white satin gpown embroidered with patriotic slogang. In her hair she wore 2 twinkling crown
with the Mexican cagle perched on it, illuminated b timy, hidden gas jets”

Jose Canales remarked, “Elena endured as a vibrant source of gaicly in a8 world of viclence and

desperalion.™ In ber lavish apparct. she symbolized (he faith and devotion of the Hispanic community toward Fuan
Corting. Laurens Perry noted that later Elena survived us a successiul entreprenenr. She emploved numerons
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~men as rollers of cigarciies in her home-factory 10 Brownsville” She prevailed as a canny manager with a good
head for complex bustness. She remalned vibrant, alert and well dressed. The refined Lilena Villarreal de Ferrer
died abmi 1910 and slipped into chscority,

A copy of the cnd notes for this interesting arlicle can be obtained npon request from the Associntion’s office. We
wanl 10 thank Carlos Larralde for sharing this with us.

944244 PPLEEPEPPIPLPPPPPPPPLELEPLPPOPOEEPIOIROPS
BOOK REVIEW, “FALLEN GUIDON”, BY EDWIN ADAMS DAVIS

FEdwin Adams Davis, Fallen Guidon: The Saga of Confederate General Jo Shelby’s March 10 Mexico.
Collepe Station: Texas A & M [niversity Press, 1995 174 TP Maps and bibliopraphical essay $27.50 {clath).
[SBN 0-R9006-683-4: $14.95 (paper). ISBN 0-89096-G84-2, Reviewed by Donald 5, Prazier, McMurmy
Universily, Published by H-Ciwar (March, 1996,

In the final days of the American Civil War, the T'rans - Mississippi South was in chuos,  Rdmund
Kirhy-Smith, from his headgnarters in Shreveport, had lost control of the varions units in his vast deparlment, and
rinting, looting, mutiny. and insubordination were rampart.  Not all of the Rebel umits abandoned military
discipling, such as it was, and some even bevame increasingly loyal to the ideals of the Confederacy once lheir
cause scemed lost,  Ome such unit was Bripadier General Jo Shelby’s Missouri [ron Brigade. Composed of
Missouri and Arkansas cavalry, this organization tefuscd (o surrender and msicad opted to refreal a5 a group to
Mexico and thus delay the inevituble.

This book is a reprint of the late Fdwin Adams Duvis’s original, published in 1962 by Stagecoach Press.
identical 1o the first cdition. Texas A & b Press's version siaves the title from obscurity and is ong of the Tirst in a
series of reprints that will be issued from College Station. Fallen Guidon traces Shelby’s move from Morth Texas
1o the Mexican Border. across (o Piedras Negrus, and then down » line of march through 1he interior of that nation
1o Mexico City. The gencral’s original inlention was to olier his bripade’s services to the forces fighting for
Genito Juares to restore the Mexican republic . On reaching the Rio Grande at Eagle's Pass, Toxas, the
Confederates symbolically buried their battle flag in the bottom of the viver and moved across to siarl their new
lives us hired guns following their brigade gudon.

Shelby’s plans, howaver, came anhinged Afier nepotialing with the Juarezisia garrison commander, the
scneral learned that his men preferred to offer 1heir sabers to the Imperialists working to prop up (he lotiering
regime of the Hapsburg Prince Maximilian, ‘Thus, the erslwhile Bebels declared thelr preference for yet another
fost canse and in opposition to the forces of national self-determination, loyal to the wishes of his men, Shelby
acquicsced, protnising to lead his Ivoops to the conrt of Maximilin himself in Mexico City.

‘e brigade’s cross-country (rip is the fascinaling part of thiy bool. Encounters with Republicans troups,
bandils, partisans, and lodians keep the narrative fowing while providing insight inte the conditions in the
interior of 1865 Mexico. The Missourians also encountered French anti-insurgent troops at Moniercy whi, as
circumnstances would have it also eniploved a fow doven unforgiving Marth American rebels. Plunging desper into
the conntry, the ex-confederates recalled stories of their childhood regarding the last gringo invasion of Mexico,
and lollowed chivalric pnrsuits that involved ducling and the rescue of Mexican damsels in disircss, Not all
French commanders were happy 1o sce the southemers and eyed them with some suspicion. Eager (o prove their
loyally, ihe Tron Brigade engaged in some freclance formal combat at Matehuala, where the Missourians and
Arkansans rescued the Irench 82nd Line Regiment from certain disaster al the hands of Mariano Uscobedo's
Tuarceistas.
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Shelby ‘s martial sucecsses earned him an andience with the Emperor. When the lorees arrived in Mexicn
City, however, the Austrian told The ex-confederate to 20 home.  Maximilian had, at the time, a surplus of
Furopeans at his disposal and did not care (o antagonize the governinent of the United States by employing former
Rebels. Crushed, the hard-riding Iron Brigade held its {ast review while in Mexico City, then disbanded. Most of
the mei including Shelby, went home, but some of the es-Conliderates wonl to sarve alongside Union velerans
wilh the Jnarezisias,

Davis wrole an emertaimng book,  Because it lacks notes. index, and biblography, howsver, il scems
maie (o inlrgue than o enlighten.  Shelby’s saga, and its tetilling in Fallen Guidon, spawns oy quesiions,
Where or whal are the gond English-langusge books on the French Intervention in Mexico? What role did former
Yankees and Rebs play in the conllict? Is there a succinet military history of the campaigns in Maximilian's
Mexico? In what mumbers did American Civil War veterans serve? And. are there primery sonrces lrom Americm
adventurers i Mexico?

Mevertheless. Fallen Guidon theough not a powertul work of scholarship. it is an enteitaining and wseinl
book for students of both the Awerican civil War and the French adventure in Moxico, 1 is approachable history,

This boak review was provided by our Web master, Verne Walralen. who acquired the book from Burnes

& Moble.
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T.ot 736 from the Taizei Crallery (HK) Ltd September 1998 auction which brought $1,150
with the buyers commission, Listed in the Indonosia - Republic section, identified as Timor 1900
Countermarked issue, Mexican B-Reales, Mexico City 1894 AM countermarked with 2 Maltese
cross (as on the regular Portuguese coinage) at the top of the reverse (KM 8), additional
chopmarks on obverse (Philippines) and G.C. countermark on the reverse (unknown origin
probably unofficial). Graded Very Iine The “G.C.” counterstamp is very similar to the GO
counterstamp on the GB 411 sand cast Pesos of Simaloa, Any and all comments would he
appreciated.
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BANCO DE MEXICO RELEASE BU’S OF THE PRE -COLUMBIAN

SERIES, OLMECA AND TEOTIHUACAN THAT WERE ISSUED IN
PROOF ONLY TN 1996 AND 1997.

The Bance de Mexico has just released in the US. markel, series four, The Olmeca Collection, and series
211 Callection. in BLL These sets were issued only in proofl dated 1996 and 1997 respectively,

five. The Teotihuad
The Rus are all dated 1998, the vear they were struck The mintage figures are nol available at this lime, but appear

(o be low, due to the late release ol these legal tender coins.

THE OLMECA COLLECTION, SERIES NUMBER I'OUR
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THE TEOTIHUACAN COLLECTION, SERIES FIVL:
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