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USMexNA TO HOLD MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT ANA
N CHICAGO

The Association has tentatively scheduled a membership meetng during the 108" Anniversary Convention
the ANA World s Fair of Money, 1o be held at the Rosemont Convention Center, #3011 West Bryn Mawr,
Chicago, Minois August 11 - 15, 1994,

The Meeting is tentatively set for 7:00 Ph{ on Friday, August 13" pending approval of the ANA
Convention Bureau, As we do not have another Jourmal to come out bafore that date, amyone interesied in
atfending that meeting may contact the Association at (517) 568-4014, or stop my OUT bourse lable #1717
for the latest information, We are working on a guest speaker for that evenl.

Don Bailey, Executive Director presenting the $500.00 to
Duane Douglas, President of the Sociedad Numismatica de
Mexico

ASSOCIATION RECELVES SHARE OF PROFIT OF
INTERNATIONAL SHOW, AND DONATES TO THE
SOCIEDAD NUMISMATICA DE MEXICO

In accordance with the agresment on the GHCLT Meney Show Liternariomal, the Association rocelved the
sun of $2,000.00 as our share of the profits from this show. Qur appteciation to the officers of the Greatsr
Houston Coin Club. The Association’s agreement with the Sociedad Numismatica de Mexico for fhelr
supporl and ¢o sponsorship was that we would donate 25% of what ever we received from the Greater
Houston Cein Club, The Svciedad was presented a check in the amount of 500,00 for this agreement.
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GUADALAJARA
CONVENCION NUMISMATICA INTERNACIONAL
OCTOBER 13 - 16, 1999

Bob Briggs of Moncdas y Sellos Anahua in Guadalujara has released the information on the next
International Numismatic Convention in Guadalajara. The Socicdad Numismatica de Mexico sponsors this
COftVENTIon

October 13 100 Al — 8:.00EM Registration and dealer setup
COctober 14 B30 A Inauguration Brealkfasi
100 AW — 8:00 PM Bourse floor open to the public
October 15 10:00 AM — B:00 BM Bourse floor open to the public
.00 Ph Anction
Oetober 16 100 AW — 3:00 PM Bourse gpen to the public
7:00 PM everyone is mvited (o visit the Fiestas
Dctubre,

The convention will be held at the Hotel Vista Acanzazu. The rates for those attending the convention have
been set at $48.00 USD.  The fare for the breakfast is sef at $8.00 USD: the Dinner Dance is $14 50 UsD,
or both for $21.00 USD.  The bourse tables are $2350.00 for inside tables, and $300 for wall (ables.

All arrangements for the convention are handled by Turiserh. which can be reached at 011523 p32-6048],

Fax 011523 1330576, or ¢ mail fUriserh@infosel.net.mx. or contact Beb Brigps at Fax
011523 813-1299, If you necd assistance in this you may contact the Association. and we will assist in
whatever way we can.

OFICIAL RIBRON
CUTTING AT THE
GHOCC MONEY SHOW -
INTERNATIONAT.




VOL III JUNE 1999 NO 11

THE MEXICAN REVOLUTIONARY CORNER

By Joc Flores C-2
STATE OF MORELOS
1915 5 Ct. E. DE MOR.

While doing my normal digging and prying, there is always a good chance T will stumible on 1o something
of interest. T dirl, and that brings us (o this article,

A fow years ago I had the opportunity 1o purchase a brass uniface no date medal and whal caught my
attention was that it was struck with a Mexican eaple similar to the one siruck on some of the Bevolution
coinage. Last year [ purchased another medal, not nniface with the same eagle as befare, excepl there 1s o
standing lady holding a wreath in her right hand, See photo #1.

Getting back to the eagle on this med al, after some research 1 have discovered it tobe the same obyverse as

{he ever so rare 5 ci. E. DEMOR, GB, # 270 see photo #2. Most calalogs have line drawings, of the colns
are just mentioned. Also they have neglected to mention the star beiwesn the lanrel wreath and the legend,
This may have been just an oversight.

in Mr, Carlos Gavtan's book, “LA REVOLUTION MEXICANA Y SUJS MONEDAS" he has a shor story
aboul how he missed the opportumity to purchase one of these rare coins he titles, *When there is knocking
at the door answer il”. On (he line drawing of this eoin he also did not mention the star at 9,00 "0 clock”.
45 YOU Can SLC 0N MMy coin, 'S Very hard to see.

Photo #1: GB Unlisted, Edge ——-plaim, Metal-—Brass, Dia--27mm, Wt---2.50 gris.
Photo #2: (3B 270, Edge---plain, Metal---copper, Dia,---20.0mm. Wi -=-T.00 grams.

T would appreciale it if someonc could shine some light on this medal as to when it was struck. and for
what TEas0N-===-- 7

Coin reference by other authors as G-MOR 2, L-5 NMOR 2, GB. #2770
Coln Chwner:

10E FLORES

P.O. Box 4454

inclton, CA 9332035

E-mail pepefigiconcentric net

Editor's notc:

After receiving the below photos, Tlmew 1 had seen this lady before on a medal, and m Frank Grove’s
medats af Mexico, Vol IL I found the original source for the reverse of photo #1. A full figute of this
Jady is shown ou thres 1896 Coyoacan Exposicion medals, G- E128b, Covacan, Exposicion de Flores,
Pajaros v Pees, G- E141b. Covoacan, Exposicion de Fratas ¥ Legumbres, and G-E168b. Coyican,
Exposicion de Maquinaria. These all came in 49 or 50mm, bronze. 1l appears that the center portion of the
dis design was used in preparations 1o strike this picce.
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T G et s e S A A A

QUESTIONABLE 1733 Mo MX § REALES SURFACES DRAWS COMMENTS

The jterm that was run on page 10 of the March Journal drew some good comments from two of qur
members, Richard H. Ponterio, and Clvde Hobbard. Both reminded me that this was published in the
ANA's Numismatist by Virgl Hancock called “Featuring Fakes™ back in the [970s. FPonterio also said that
these were die struck, artificially corroded and encrusicd. The same forger also produced 1732-F, 1732~
MF, 1733 —MX - MF, 1735, Mo-F, and 1733 Mo - MIF according (o Fonterio,

If anvone has any of these pasl columng on “Featuring Fakes” and would like Lo loan them to the
Association it would be appreciated, 1 checked ny files and just couldn't come up wilh thesm,

These thingg are like bad penmics, they keep twming up.

3
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THE JOHN JAY PITTMAN AUCTION, PART THREE
MEXICAN SESSION
SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 1999

David Akers Mumismatics, Inc. PO Box 373, Stuart, Flonda, 345993, has made available an advanced copy
of the Mexican session for the Association membership, This session will contain five hundred and thres
lots; and the session will start at 12:30 sharp, Saturday Augost 7, 1999, Catalogs of this sale canbe
obtained from David Akers at the before mentioned address, Their (elephone nmbers are (5615 TR1-4200,

(800) 895-2632, Fax (561) 223-1964, Their web site Rttp://www.akerscoin.com Go o
PRESS RELEASE to get an update on the auction. and to view limited lots.

Lot preview will be from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM from Saturday, July 31" up to the auction, on Saturday.
August 7, 1999 at 12:30 when it will start. The anction will be held at the Westin O"Hara, 6100 N, Fiver
Road, Rosemont, 111, 60018, A special room rate has been ammanged by the Akers company. When voun
make reservations please let them know vou are there Tor the anction,

The breakdown and o few of the highlights of cach section in this session are as follows. Space docsn™
allow for all the lots to be listed but Twill try do list some from each section, There are several proup lois
that contain some Interesting sounding 1lems.

CARLOS AND JOITANNA:

There are 12 lots, With the highlight being:

Lot #2829, Early scrics two Reales, ND, G, Nesmith 10, Calico, Calico and Trigo (CCT) Ty 66, Mo 106,
ATT. estimated at $1,300 - $2.000,

GOLD COBS:

There are 24 lots, with the highliglts being:

Lot #2863, Philip V. 4 Tscodos, date off flan, KW-35.1 CCT Ty531. No. 230 or 23 | Exiremely Fine, but no
sign of circulation wear, but sea salvaged. Mint Mxo and assayer’s imtial J is clear, and denomination IT11
mogtly visible. Very wealt, and imegular arcund the entire border of the comn. Mo date.  Estimated at

2,000 - 52, 500.

Lot # 2864, Philip V. 4 Escudos 171(3) I, EM-55.1, CCT Ty, 32 No. 232, Extremely Finc, Seasalvage or
ship wreck coin. MX o, T estimated at $2,500 - $3.000,

Lot #2858, 1714 1. Philip V 8 Escudos, Rare vanety with date over GRAT. CCT Ty.28. Mo, 144
Extremely fine. Ship, or salvage coin that is essentially mint state. An interssting, and rare variety, with
the date 171{4) over GRAT, Estimated at $6,000 - $5.000,

COLONIAL MILLED COTNAGE:

There ara 68 lots, with the highlights being;

Lt #2896, Very Bare 1733 MF 8 Reales. Philip V 8 Reales, 1733, MF. KM-103. Extremelv Fine —

Almost Uncircnlated in terms of wear, but lightly burnished giving coin a proof like appearance. Date
doneble punched, Estimated at 33,000 up.
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Lot 2597, Philip ¥ & Reales, 1734/3, MFE. M- 102, Uncircalated, very sharp strike. full frosty mint laster,
and beautifil namral toning, Estimated at $700 - $1,000.

GOLE ESCUTOA:

Lot £294 1, Outstanding 1794 & Escndos. Charles 11T, 1794 FM, K-159, CCT Ty. 8a No.a3. FR-43.
Uncirculated. Outstanding Juster, fully proof like ficlds. Sharply struck, and well centered. Estimated at
£1.000 - 51,500,

Lat # 2942, Atmactive 1809 % Fscudos. Ferdimand VIL & Fsoudos. 1800 HI, EM-160, CCT Ty. 17, Mo
1% Almost Uncirculated, fow carbon spots, Estimated at 900 - $1,.200.

WAR OF INDEPENDENCE:

(Omly 9 lots in fhis grouping. with the highlight being:

Lot #2946 Sonbrerets de Vargas. & Reales, 1812, KM-177. COCT Ty. 133, Mo, 563, Very Fine —
Extremely Fine. Weak intwo places. Plate Jooks really mice. Estimated at %250 - $350.

EMPIRE OF ITURBIDE:

There are 7 lots in this section, with Lots # 2954, 2953 and 79356 being three different styles of the Irbide
% Reales. KM-304, KM-309, and K-310, all geaded Almost TIncirculated, and each estimated at $230 -
$350,

REPURBLIC REALES AND ESCUDI(S:

There are 166 lots in the Reales geclion, and 58 inthe republic Gold. I will mot ligt all the arities but 2 few
good selections. This i3 in my view the strongest section of the auction because of its depth. The
selections ars:

.ot #2994 Very Rare Ca 1831 MR, 8 Reales, Chihmahma Ca 1832 MR KN-277.2. DP-Caldl. Very Fine —
extremely fing, Lustrous and proof like with attractive medium reddish-gold, tine and violet tomng. DP
notes this date 1§ very 1are. Estimated at $1,300 - $2,000.

Lot #3018, Rarc and Popular Do 1824 RL “Hookneck” § Reales. KM-376, DP-Do01 and Hubbard-
(' Hamrow-33, F157. Extremely Fine, 33mimn. Considerably smaller than usnal, Well struck, but slightly
off center. Estimated at 5600 - S900.

Lot #3031, Rare High Grade Eo Mo 1828 LF % Reales, KM-377.5. DP-EoMol L. Choice Uncirculated.
Sharply struck and well cerered Allraclive Lomng. Estimated at $2,000 - §3,000.

Lot #3033, Very Rare EoMo 1830 LF & Reales, KM-377.3, DP-EoMo03, Very Fine. Light toning, tim
bruise. By far the rarest of ihe fiwee BoMo dates, As DP notes, “Thig date is one of the “Hassics’ of the
seriss.”

LOT #3111 EXTREMELY RARE Pi 1864 RO 8 REALES. KM-377.12. DE-Fi52, Choice Almost
Uncirculated, virtally mint state. “The Finesl of Approximately 6 knowi Specimens, This com iz well
struck on the cap and eagle, but the date and some of the letters in the legend below the cap are flar. The
obverse is mostly brilliant and semi-proof like with exccellent luster, and some reddish-gold toming. The
reverse is also senn proof like and has beantiful multicolered toning of Teddish gold, violet and bloe, This
is the premier coln i John Jav's Maxican collection. Lot 3667, the 1B Parker sale was a Very Fing gxample
with a chop, and it bronght §27.500.00. This is estimated at $20,000 - Up.
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GOLD COINS OF THE REPUBLIC:

There are 58 lots, with 20 lots of % Escudos, 8 with | Escudos, 8 lots with 2 Escudos. 4 lots with 4
Eszcudos. and 16 lots with 8 Escudos. A few of the highlights are:

Lot #3159, Beautifol high grade s 1862 V0 2 Escudo, Almost Uncircataled, Partially proof like surfaces.
Generally well struck, but wealk at the 8 and especially the 6 of the date as well as the V of the assayer’s
initials. A few lighi haitlines in the fields, Estimated at 81,250 - $1,7350,

Lol #3164 Rate Ca 1846 RG. 8 Escndos. EW-383.1. FR-67. Extremely FineSurfaces are partially prool
like and has only a few light hairlines and contact marks. One of the rarest 8 Escudos from this mint,
Estimatad at $1.200 - §1.500,

Lot #3173, Very Rare Mo 1823 TM “Hoolmeck Eagle™ § Escudos. KM-382.1. FR-63, Hubbard-O Harrow
Bine Sharply struck, and well centered. Fepunched & and 3 in date. The repunching harely visible at the
boitom of the twe numerals.

EMPIRE OF MAXTMILIAN:

There are only 6 lots in this gproup. Two lots stand out and they are:

Lot #3181 Maximilian 30 Centavos, 1506-hMo EM-387. Uncirculated. Sharply struck . Rainbow colored
toning, hairline free, but there are a mumber of tiny pinpoint carbon spots on the obverse. Estimated at

300 - $700.

Lot #3182 Maximilian 1 Peso, 1866 Go. KM-388. Extramely Fine — Almost Uncircolated, Partially
prooflike, with beautiful multicolored toning. Estimated at $600 - $900.

REPUBLIC DECIMALS:

There are 34 lots within this section, Several group lots. The highlight 15

Lot #3205 Rare Ga 18370 C One Peso, Ka-408.3, Fine — Very Fine, Weak near the borders ind on the
eagle's breast. A touch of multicolored irdescenee, Wery rarc dale, one of the two rarest of the entre type,
Estimated at S600-373(0,

REPURLIC DECIMALS — GOLD:

There are 69 lots in this section, 43 lots of the Ones Peso, 6 of the Two and One Half Pesos, 8 of the Five
Pesos, 5 of the Ten Pesos, and 5 of the T'wenty Pesos. A few of the highlights are:

Lot#326]1 Rare 75 1888 7 1 Peso, Kn-410.6, FR-164, Choice Uncirculated. Partially proof like, sharply
simck on the devices, but weal at the borders especially on the reverse. There are some light hairlines in
the reverse fields. but the obverse is very choice. Only 280 were stmck at Zaceteces, This may be a
noverdale, i.c. 18887 although no 1 peso pold coins were strock at Zacatecas in 1887, Estimated at $3500 -
700,

Lot #3263, Extremely tarc Go 1871 § % Pesos. KM-411.3, FR-153, Wealdy sinuck al the borders, but
sharp on the main design devices, Only 600 picees were struck, Estimated at $2,000 - §2,500.

Lot #3264, Extremely Rare Ho 1888, G 2 12 Pesos, KM-4114, FR-154, Choice, Almost Uncirculated
virtnally mint statc. Seroi proof ke surfaces, with only a very fow light haidines and comlact marks in the
fields. One of only 5 — ¢ Examples Known, Estimated $3,000 < 7,000,
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Lot #3270, Exiremely rare Do 1473/7T B § Pesos. Unlisted oiverdate and assaver. o413 Veaty
attractive with some light hairlines and minor marks. Estmated §2.000 —up.

Lat #3271, Extremealy rare. G 1871 & 3 Pesos. En-412.4 TIucirculated very sharply struck with satmy
urfaces, Few minar contact marks and hairlines, Estimaled al $2,000 - §2.300.

Lot #3277, Very rare As 1588 L 10 Pesos. EM-413. FR-124%. Almost TIncireulated, litds or o actual
cireulagion wear, but lightly to moderately hairlined on both sides. Some of the hairlines are abrvionsly
intentional and seen to be the st of an attemnpt to eradicate areas of porous copper aronnd the leticrs.
Estimated at $1.756 - $2.230,

Lot #3281 Very Rare Cheice Uncireulated Oa 1873 E 10 Pesos. KM-413 & FR-136, Sharp strike, The 7
it the: date has been tepunched with the diagonal of the griginal 7 partally vigible to the right. Estimated al
£1.500 - 2,000,

PATTERNS:

There are four lots in this sceiom, the highlight being:

Lot #3288 Very Rare 1832 7 Reales from Durango. Syruck in white metal, Very Choice Uncirculated.
Mot listed n EWL but simlar to Pn-24, the same design struck in bronze and silver plated. Estimated at

§300 - $B00.

ESTADOS UNIDOS MEXICANOS:

There are 17 lots in this section. Mothing really Tare just some teally choice coins, Lot #3303 iz a Very
Fine 1914 Peso, and lot #3304 15 4 Choice Uncirculated 1949 peso.

ESTADOS UNIDOS MEXICANOS GOLD:

There are 11 lots in this section. with the highlight being:
Lot #3317, Rare Uncirculated 1920 10 Pesos. KW-4T73, FR-166. Estimated at $600 - FR00,

REVOLUTIONARY ISS [IES:

There arc 12 lots in this caction, with highlight being;

Lot #3324 Army of the Morth, Gem 1915 One Peso. KA-615, Gein Uncireulated. Fall mint luster and
virtally flawless surfaces. Bstimated al §200 - 5300

The above descriptions are Jhbreviated from the catalog, and one should reference the catalog for Tull
descriptions. This catalog will serve as a nice reference book after the Auckon,

A personal note from your Edilor, [ have known John for almuost all of the thirty -five years I hava been in
{his area of numiSMALICS. 1 met John early on having been introduced by the Lats Maury Gould, who1
consider my mentor in My garly years. | enjoyed the many, MLy chats that T had with John discossing
Mexican numismatics, anid the collectors within this field. John treated me {he same the first time I met
hinu a5 he did the last. Even ihough 118, was ks first love he really liked exican Tumismatics, and Tohm

is missed by (he ones thal knew him.
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VERY RARE 1733 MF 8 REALES

2896. Philip V. 8 Reales, 1733 ME KM-103. Extremely Fine-

Almost Uncireulated

EXTREMELY RARE Pi 1864 RO 8 REALES

3111, Re_pru]':]ié_ 8 Reales, Pi 1864 RO, KM-377.12 DP-Pis2,
Choice '_A]mu‘st Uncirculated.

10
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“HOOKNECK EAGLE” 8 ESCUDOS

VERY RARE Mo 1823 JM

3173, Republic. 8 Escudos, Mo 1823 JM. Huokneck eagie.
KM-382.1, FR-63. Hubbard-O'Harrow Type 1, Very
Fine.

3264. Republic Decimal. 2 1/2 Fesos, Ho 1858 5. Kh-211.4.
FR-154. Choice Almost Uncirenlated.

. Republic Decimal. Ten Pesos, As 1888 L. KM-415. FR-

3243, Republic Decimal. Twenty Tesos, CH 1873 M. Kp- 327
129, Almost Uncivenlated.

4141, FR-121. Choice Almost Uncircalated.

it
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The above two Maximilian 1866 Ma Peso strikes were offered to me several ¥ears ago during an
Intermational Numismatic Convention in Mexico City by a collector, These are from the dics of the Small
letters Peso,

The story that went with these two pieces as best I can remember was that these came from the family of
Jose Fermandez Ramirez, Minister of Forcipn Affairs in Maximilian's Cabingt, and that these were trial
strikes of the Small Peszg,

There is serious question to this story, as from my understanding Ramirez was one that was opposed to
Maximilian’s cffigy appearing on the Imperial coinage, Carlota arranged for Ramirez to go with her on a
trip 10 the Yucatan in November of 1865, and while they were gone Maximilian made arrangements 1o
have the coing with his effigy struck.

Which ever story is truc these are really neat 1don’t remember what he was asking for them but it was a

tot of money that I did not have at that time. if anyone has seen these pieces in invone’s collection I
would love 10 chase them down.

Don Bailey, C-1
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS CUSTODY OF RICHARD BECKER C-5

Merchant script and 1st of exchange for Manuel Donde & Co_, Menda, Yuc,, 1880.
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DON BAILEY
NUMISMATIC SERVICES

0. Box 9%, Bomer, MI £9245-009%
{517) 568-4014, Fax (517 5GR-37256
E Mail donballey 28@Zyahoo.com

Coin World 's "Trends of Mexco” Analyst
Adistribulor for the Banco de Mexico

Place your advertiscment
In this 1/8 page for
only $75.00 a year

SEND FOR FREE PRICE LISTS
99-1 Coibage of Moexico Spanish Colonial & Republic
99-2 Coinage of Modern Moexico
99-3 Medals of Mexico
-4 Booksof Mexico
99-5 Documenis and Stocks & Bonds of Mexico
99-h State Coppers. Mexican RBevolution and Tokens
99-T7  Eibertads & Pre-Colombian Coinage

VISA, Master Card, Discover and American Express
WANTED TO BUYNN

COLLECTIONS: Coins, Medals, Decorations, Documents
or all things Historical pertaining to Mexico from
the Mexican Revolution and before

Place your advertisement
In this 1/8 page for
only $75.00 a year

ADVERTISING POLICIES:

Advertisments must be placed on an annual basis,

Advertising must be photo ready.

The advertisements shall be the same for all issues of the year started,

unless pre-approved by the Editor,
Costs per anmual insertion, (4 Tssues):

Back outside cover
Front inside cover
Back inside cover
Full page inside

Y2 page

¥4 page

I/8 page

$500.00
$450,00
$400.00
$325,00
$175.00
$100.00
& 75.00
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BAJA NUMISMATICS

”TREASURE P.O. Box 11121

- Albuquerque, N.M. 87192

FROM SPA]_N (505) 299-0402, Fax (505) 299-5811

TO TH:E: Dick Parlcer - [_}avid Keiss
SP SH NH FREE PRICE LIST
SPECIALIZING IN QUALITY P T [ it
SpeanisH COLONIAL

DONT MISS THE MEXICAN

PIECES OF 8 CONNECTION
PIRATE TREASURE o fl

EATRE COINS AND CURRENCY-SEND FOR OUR FREE LIST o
POST OFFICE BOX 43157 T Ry
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55443 g

PIRATETREASTURE@ATT NET
~BUYING, SELLING, BUCCANEERING ~

CASH PAID

MEXICAN Badges, Medals, Ribbons, Banners, Photos, Postcards, Letters, Diaries,
Powder Horns, Guns, Holsters, Knives, Swords, Spurs, Headstalls, Saddles, Cross
Stirrups, Colonial Iron, Silver Inlaid and Filigree item, Religious Items,

Spanish Colonial 1500’s — 1821, Republic Mexico 1821 — 1910, Maximilion 1864 —
1867, Yucatan Rebellion, Yagui Rebellion, Cristero Revolution 1925 — 1936, Mexican
Revelution 1910 — 1920, Border Patrol, Border Service, Pershing Expedition, National
Guard along the border, or anything to do with early Culifornia or Vaqueros.

Please contact DANIEL NEILL, Oceano, California
(805) 481-2682, e-mail us at grayhorse2@aol.com
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THE NUMISMATICS OF EMPEROR AGUSTIN DE
ITURBIDE OF MEXICO

By: Don Bailey, (-1

Since Mexico secured its independence from Spain in
1821, there have been two proclaimed emperors of
Mexico who resided in Mexico: Agustin de Iturbide,
and Ferdinand Maximilian, and one who resided in the
Limites States, Emperor Norton of California, who
proclaimed himsell to be the protector of Mexico
[ollowing the death of Emperor Maximilizn in 1867,
we will cover the reign and nuymismatic history of

the first cmperor in this articls, the other emperors

Iz each a tale of their own,

Agustin de Itwrbide was born in Valladolid in the state
Of Morclia, He was a clerical and a rovalist, and he
Sympathized with the idea of independence, He had
Fought under Trujille at Monte de Las Cruces and
Shown his lcadership abilities in the war with the
Guerrillas in Guanajuato. In 1810 Hidalgo had offered
Nurbide, an officer of the provincial garrison at
Walladolid, a position in his army, which Turbide
Refused and instead joined the rovalists.

[turbide was a very cruel leader, Within a two-month
Period in the state of Michoacan, he captured and
Shot 19 gmerrilla chieftaing and 900 of their [ullowers.

In 1820 he was sent on a military expedition in the
South against Guerrero. The clergy whe had helped e ;
[turbide obtain this command thought that with the R TR Sy
Crushing of the Guerrero forces Tinrbide would be made

Vicerov and give them a free hand,

R TR (i Py

Iturbide hiad his own plans — 1o be the Liberator of Mexico. After sufferng a defeat, he decided 10 join the
rebels, He appropriated for his personal use a |ruin loaded with balf a million pesos worth of silver,

In February 1821 in the town of Iguala, he published a plan of independence whereby hexico was to be an
independent menarchy. This monarchy was to be governed by King Ferdinand, or some other prince. The
church was to retain its privileges, and the Creoles and Guchupings were henceforth to be equal. These
three gusrantees made up the “Plan of lguala®,

Guerrero, the general whomn Iturbide was sent to defeat, but whom he lost 1o, would mect with Trurbide at
Teleapan and join him by supporting Iturbide's Plan of Iguala, Through the summer. all the forces of the
liberals and rovalists joined in supporting Inrbide and his plan, When the new viceroy, Juan O " Donoju,
arrived in Veracruz, he was besieged. and the only way out for his family was to accepl the plan. He did
this in August at Cordoba,

Inwrbide, now msured of suctess, changed the original plan; Mexico was now tobe a monarchy, but nol
restricted to the European royal families. O'Donoju went (o Mexico Cily and assumed the head of
government position as the plan called for. Iturbide arrived there on Scptember 27, 1821, and in Oclober,
Yeracruz, Perote and Acapulco surrendered, and the Spanish atiny retired to the island of San Tuan de Ulga,
The whole country of Mexico was now independent.
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On May 19, 1822, Turbide was proclaimed Iarbide Angnstin | of Mexico. The nexl year was filled with
political and soclal conflicts and infighting that weakened Hurbide’s conirol. He senl a message (o the
congress saving that he had accepted the crown only under compulsion and he now wished to abdicate, He
also put 111 a clalm fpr 150,000 pesos, On March 19, 1323, the congress arcepted his abdication, and
semienced him to perpetual banishrent,

in the spring of 1824, he informed the Mexican government thal Spain was planning 4 reconquest and
acked that he be allowed to retum 1o Mexica 1o fight again for independence. The governmenl in return
decreed that if he retyred he would be cxeculed. Turbide was unaware of {his decree; he had already
departed ou his trip hack to Mexico with a supply of proclamations and paper MONEY.

Iturbide arrived on the coast of Tamaulipas in the summer of 1824, Not knowing of the death sentence, he
procesded peaccfully to the town of Padilla, where he was arrested and immedialely sxecuted, Trurbide
hecarms a hiero among the Mexican reactionaries, while the landowners and clergy preferred to give lnurbide
the credit for winning independence rathier then Morelos and Hidalge. In 1838 the remains of Iturbide were
moved from Padills to their final resing place in the Cathedral of hexico,

The Iturbide coinags was authorized by decree of June 11, 1822, but there were Two INEASUTSs tuken in the
period betweci independence and the coronation of Tturbide, On Nov 22, 1821, the provisional
povernment authorized the conlimued striking of Ferdinand VI comage il mew dics for the coinage of
the new government could be prepared, They also anthorized the continued circolation of the provisional
money of Zacatecas at face value. Consequently we have coinage with the Ferdinand VIL effigy struck
after independence,

The last date to appear on the half, one, 1wo, four and eipht Reales of the royalist Mexico City Mint 1s
1821 The eight Escudes gold also hae the 1821 date, The November 22, 1521 decre: of the provisional
government decreed the dics for the colenial style coinage would be used untl June 1822, but it1s believed
that the colonial style coinage was struck unitil 1332, usually with dies dated 1821 Eight Reales of this
type are known to be dated 1271 and 1822 [rom the Durango, Guadalajara and Zacatcas mits.

During the reign of Tturbide, coppet coinage of 1732, 116, eighth, and quarter Reales wers twice
authorized, but never struck. There are eighth and guarter Reales of a regional copper 1ssue from Durangn
for the providence of Moeva Vizcaya. The obverse of the sighth real has a form of the coat of arms of
Durango. with the mintmark “D" at the left, and the denomination at the right. The reverse has the
inscription “De La Provinci de Nueva Vizcava™, and the date below. The eighth real was struck in 1821
1822 and 1833

The obverse of the quarter real has a diffcrent style of the coat of arms with the mintmark “D”, and the
denomination at the left and right. The reverse again has the inscription “De La Provinei de Nucva
Vizcaya" and the date 1822, which is the only year il was produced.

There were also a few provisional siver coifls struck in Honduras during (his reign of Turbide. Until this
lime the territorial limits of Mexico reached from the northern limits of California South to the border of
present ~day Panaina by the annexation on January 5, 1822, of the former “(apitania General de
Guatemala”™

Thete wore sone proclamation medals issued for Chiapas, Quezallenango. Guatemala, and Leon. At this
time the only known coinage is from Comayagua and Tegucigalpa, All are daied 1823, and are know
only in two Reales denomination. This annexation was terminated July 1, 1823,

All the coinage of Iturbide has basically the same design, but there are several varictiss of eagles, legends

and placement of assavers’ initials and mintmark. There are four major bust styles of Iturbide and two
majar sagle styles.
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The half real struck in sifver has on the obverse medivm portrait with the legend *Angustinus Dei
Providentts™ with the mint mark and the date below, The reverse has the crowned imperial sagle facing 1o
the right in 4 sifting position on 2 cactus. The legend around reads “Mex, T, Imperator. Constitut,™ The
Assayer imitials. “TM". appear below. There is no denomination shown on the half reales thar were issued
in 1822 and 1823,

The one real was issued in only 1822, and the obverse is the same as the half real, but has a wavy
truncation of the bust. The reverse is the same ag the half real, but the denomination was placed below the
cagle,

The two Reales, which were issucd in 1822 and 1823, were similar in design as the one Real, but of
different ircitment, again of the truncation of the bust.

The eight Reales have five different obverses, and three different reverses:

Obverse 1: A small head of a youthful appearing Iurbide, The “Agustin® is abbreviated to “August”.
Obverse 20 A large head of 2 mature Iigrbide.

Obwerse 3 Large head of Tharbide with Agustin legend spelled out as “Aungustinus™,

Obverse 4 Has 2 medinm head and again the full “Augustinus™,

Obverse 5 This has an extremely long trunk on the neck, and is rarely encountered,

Reverse “A7: a small upright cagle with outspread wings, facing lefi. The legend, “Mex, L hnperator.
Constiut”, beginning at upper right. The denomination “8R”, and the assayver's initials, “TM.” follow.

Reverse "B A large eagle, the same as on the minor coinage with the legend staving the same as Reverse
g

Eeverse “C": Has the larpe eagle as in reverse “B7, but the legend bepins at the lower lefl.

The cight Reales were 1ssned in 1822 in a vanety of combinations of obverses and reverses, There arc 1A
2B, 2C, 3B, and 3C. There was one with the “A” reverse but the bust of 1823 cight Escudos. The only
Iype cight Reales Issued for 1823 is the 4C variety, with the 1523 date.

Gold was 1ssued under Iturbide in four and eight Escudos denominations. ‘The four Escudos were struck in
1523, The cbwverse is the same as the silver coinage in that vear. The teverse bas 4 cartonche with arms
contaimng an eagle shmilar 1o |he second eaple design,

The cight Escudos were stuck in 1822 and 1823 The 1822 eighi Escudos have the obverse bust style, ag
the hall Rewles, and the legend on the obverse misspelled as “Augstinus”. The 1823 cight Escudos has the
obverse the same as on all of the 1823 coinage, and a reverse the sams as the four Escudos.

The assayer's iutials that appear on all the coinage of Nurbide are "T Tor Juaquin Davis Madmd,
There was also an assaver “JA” for Jose Garcia Ansaldo, who served from 1812 to 1833, but his initials
do nol appear on the comage of Iurbide, The edges of all Trurbide coins have a circle and rectangle
patterm,

By decree of Dec. 20, 1822, llurbide anthorized the issuance of a million pesos of both two and ten peso

niptes, und two million pesos in one-peso notes. These promissory notes, redeemable in one year, were the
first paper currency of Mexico.
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This docree specified the method of discharge of all public and governmental transactions. The basis of
settlement was hwo-thirds coin and ons-third paper currency. The public did not lilee the use of paper in
place of the common silver usage, and this distrust became one factor in Jiuribide’s collapse.

The republican government on April 11, 1823 demanctized the lutbide notes. But these were allowed to be
accepled for payment of taxes. The republican government. on May 12, 1823 issued a series of ohe-peso
notes to be used for redemption of the Iturbide notes. and also for gencral circulation,

These notes were known to be printed on the back of Papel Bulls of 1818 and 1819.

These notes issued by Imrbide under decree of Dec. 20, 18232 all have the basic design of an imperially
crowned Mexican eagle, in an oval with the denomination “Un Peso”, “Dos Pesos™, or “Thez Pesos™, With
the serial mumber at the top, and the inscription, “El Imperio Mexicano promete pager ¢sla cantidad de
[with denomination] con atreglo al Decreto de 29 de Decismbre de 1822, sobre este asunto”. Mexico 1 de
Enero de 1823.” and bear the signatores of the hMinisiro de Thacda, Tesorers Gral., and the Contader Gral
These notes in Ihe first scries are uniface, crude, and, measure ghout four inches by six inches. Thess
Trmurbide notes of the first series have been heavily counterfeited the past, 50 care should be taken when
purchasing them,

The sccond series issued on the 1818 and 1819 Papel Bulls, while not an issue of Tturbide, does pertain to
the peniod. It has the Mexican sagle in an oval within g wreath for the Un Peso note, while the Dos and
Diez Pesos have the eagle surrounded by a wreath withoul an oval. The inscriplion “Las Tesorerias de la

lacion pagaran [the denomination] substityendose este nuero papel precisa ¥ umicamente para el cambio de
los que se presentaren del sello anterior, cuya fabricacion v ¢mision ha cesado por decrato del soberanoe
Congreso de 11 de Abril ultimo, Mexico 5 de Mayo de 1823, Two of the three signers are the same as on
the first issue. The diffcrence is the signature of the Ministro de Hacda

The only decoration established by Agustin frurbide is the Imperial Order of Guadalupe, which was
authorized by decree dated Febmary 20, 1822,

Four classes of this order were decreed, Inurbide was decrecd Lo be the “Gran Magstre™. The next class
was “Caballeros Grandes Cruces”, which was limited to a total of 50. Next was the “Caballeros de
Numero”, which was limited to 100. The lowest order was *(Caballeros Supermumerarios”, with the
mumber being limited by theGran! Master Ilurbide. Al this time thete is nothing available to indicate how
many of these awards were presented.

The Grand Master wore the collar order, the breast star pinned on the 1eft chest, with the badge suspended
from u wide green, white and red sash crossed aver from the right shoulder, The Caballeros Grand Cruces
wore the same picces in he same ashion as the Gran Mastre. The Cabulleros de Numero wore the badge
suspended from around the neck from a narrow green. white and red ribbon. The Caballero
Supernumerarios wors the insignia pimned to their jacket suspended from a parrow green. white and red
ribbon,

The Collar Order of the Tmperial Order of Guadalupe is made of cnameled gold, with the oval medallion
with a figure of the Virgin of Guadalupe suspended from the collar, which is made of alternating omate
linkes and owval disks.

The breast star of the order is also made of enameled gold, with the nbrverse having a four-armed cross with
cach arm of the cross being made up of three enameled single pointed leaves with ball tips, The lewves of
ech arm are cnameled in the national colors of Mexico — green, white and red. In the center of the cross is
an elliptical medallion with the figure of the Virgin of Guadalupe on a white enameled background.
Around the medallion is a preen enameled band.

Surrounding the center medallion is & ribbon inscribed “Religion, Yndendencis, Union™ Behind the fonr
armed crosses 15 2 wroath of olive and palm.
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The badge of the order has the gbverse similar to the breast star in that it has the four- armed cross
enameled the same with the olive and palm wreath behind the cross. The difference is in the treatment of
the center medallion. The badge has a white enameled background with the Virgin of Guadalupe figure
sumonnded by a green cnameled bank inscribed “Religion, Yndependencia, and Union.®

On the reverse of this enameled gold badge is 4 red enameled medallion with the inscription in white
letters, “al Patriotismo Heroico.” The suspension device is 3 Mexican eagle 0N A crow,

The insignia of this order also it enameled gold is similar 1o the badge except that the suspension device is
a crown, This order coased to exist with the abdication of Augnstin de Iturbide, to be later reinstated in
1553 by Cieneral Santa Anna, and again in 1863 by Emperor Maximiliano. All three scries are differcnt
from the others, The Guadalupe Orders are all hard 10 come by, but the Iturbide are the rarest of the issues,
and seldom scen,

The medals of the Murbide penod are numerous, and come in gold, silver, bronze, gilded, and silver plate,
and in all sizes from 20mm to 58mm. The nwnerous medals are tag many to list for this article, byt in
Frank Grove's Medals of Mexico, Volume I1, he lists 35 different medals, If connted in the various metals
they total 68 different medals,

These proclamation medals were issued for various reasons and from variows towns and states, such as the
1821 "Proclamation de la Independencia” from Mexico City, the 1822 “Inauguracion de Agustin® from
Mexico City, as well as issues from Aguascalientcs, Chiapas, Durangoe, Guadalafara, Guanajuaio,
Gualemala, Nicaragua, Oaxaca, Pitic, Queretaro, Silao. Taxco, Toluca, Vermomz, Zacatecas, and Villa
Gutierez de Aguila,

This aspect of the munismatic history of llurbide is a ficld all its own and the history of this interesting
period of Mexice can be lold throngh these proclamation medals.

As we have scen in the preceding, this briel period — less than one ¥ear — of Mexico's long and vastly
interesting hisiory has brought the numismatic field a beautifinl set of coinage, some interesting paper
currency, mumerous medals, a few rare decorations, as well gs having a profound effect on the history of
Mexico.

ITURBIDE 1822 MEDAL FOR
OAXACA, G-40a

RARE 1822 Mo 8 SCUDOS GOLD
KM 313.1
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Collar of the Imperial
Order of Guadalupe

Breast Star of the Imperial ﬁ\}j
Order of Guadalupe -

;

e

adge of the Imperial Iturbide in a uniform of a

Insignia of the Imperial B Mexican Genmeral in 1821

Order of Guadalupe Order of Guadalupe
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Ist Aero Squadron
in Pursuit of Pancho Villa

Taking part in Brig. Gen. John J. Pershing's 1916 Mexican
expedition was a learning experience for the U.S. Army's first air
arm--mainly in regard to its own deficiencies,

By Gary Glynn

The worried young pilot flew south, deeper into hostile territory, navigating by the
stars. Below the fabric-covered wings of his Curtiss JN-3 "Jenny" darkness had
already obscured the unfamiliar landscape of northern Mexico, Lieutenant Edgar S.
Gorrell had never flown at night before. and his engine was overheating,

The flight had been jinxed from the start. Pre-flight preparations consumed more
time than expected, so the eight planes of the Ist Aero Squadron had not taken off
until late in the afternoon on March 19, 1916. Not long after they flew south from
Columbus, New Mexico, Lieutenant Walter G, Kilner had turned back with engine
problems.

Navigation errors contributed to the squadron's problems. Each plane carried a
different type of compass, and the aviators were equipped with poor maps. Only one
flier, Lieutenant Townsend F. Dodd, had ever made a night fhight before, After the
sun dropped behind the Sierra Madre, Gorrell lost sight of his fellow pilots and flew
on alone. Finally, hopelessly lost, Gorrell turned and headed north again, but his
planc had reached the limit of its endurance. With the engine on the verge of seizing
up, the young pilot brought the crippled plane in for a rough but successful landing
by moonlight.

Gorrell knew that he was deep within enemy territory--territory occupied by the
mounted and heavily armed followers of Mexican revolulionary General Francisco
"Pancho" Villa (the assumed name of Doroteo Arango). He drew his 45-caliber
pistol, abandoned his plane and fled into the darkness. Gorrell's first journey into
northern Mexico was typical of the fate awaiting the pilots of the 1st Aero
Squadron, the only American air unit to fly in combat prior to World War T

The outbreak of World War I during the summer of 1914 first revealed the
inadequacy of America's military aviation program, At the war's outset, the entire air
force consisted of 12 officers, 54 men and six planes. At the same time, dozens of
British, French and German airmen fought daily over the trenches of the Western
Front, Although the numbers of U.S. men and aircraft tripled in the next year, then

The 16 officers of the 1st Aero Squadron pose before som
of the unit's 77 enlisted men and eight aircraft at
San Diego, Calif,, in September 1914.

2

Matlenal Archives



VOL I JUNE 1999 NOII

tripled again, the Ist Aero Squadron remained America's sole operational air unit
until 1917

The squadron was organized in September 1914 and [irst based at North [sland, San
Diego. But in March 1915, five pilots, 30 men and three planes had been sent to
Gralveston, Texas, in response to tenstons along the U.S -Mexican border, The entire
sguadron was transferred to Fort Sill, Okla., where the pilots were issued eight
Curtiss TN-25 and charged with learning aenal artillery spotling.

Shortly after arriving at Fort Sill, two planes and four pilots were transferred to
Brownsville, Texas, It was there, on August 26, 1915, that the alrmen first tock up
one of their new planes. Lieutenants J.C. Morrow and B (). Jones encountered
turbulence at 1,100 feet, and their Jenny unexpectedly dropped 200 feet. The shaken
aviators managed to coax the plane up to 4,500 feet but found it extremely difficult
to control. On a-subseguent flight, Morrow and his observer were badly hurt when
their IN-2 nose-dived during takeoff and smashed into the ground.

The rest of the squadron also tried out the IN-2s and found them less than
satisfactory. Pilot R.B. Sutton was badly injured and s observer (who sat in the
front seat) was killed during one flight. After that accident, the artillery officers at
Fort Sill categorically refused to fly in the JN-2s except during "war and in case of
absolute necessity."

The JN-2s were grounded, and one of the planes underwent wind-tunnel testing at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The testing revealed what the pilots
already knew--the plane was dangerously unstable except at very low altitudes.

Glenn Curtiss. who had designed the IN-2, agreed to modify the plane, He
redesigned the wing, gave the tail a larger surface area and installed a more powerful
engine. The rebuilt planes, designated JN-3s, were more stable. But they also were
heavier, and the extra weight reduced the operational ceiling of the Jennys, which
would prove to be a major handicap in the high valleys of the Sierra Madre.

As the airmen of the 1st Aero waited for new planes, tensions reached a breaking
point along the U8, -Mexican border. In 1915 Mexico was a country torn by revolt,
with several powerful men fighting for control. Pancho Villa, a former bandit leader
who had served briefly as Mexico's president, was one of the most colorful of the
belligerents. After being driven from power by the followers of Venustiano
Carranza, Villa retreated to northern Mexico. There e led hundreds of well-armed
supporters in a fight against the Carranza regime.

Villa attacked a Carranza garmson at Agua Prieta, just a few mules from Douglas,
Ariz., during the fall of 1915, He was driven back with heavy losses, but his raid
caused concern across the border. In response, the U 8. Army dispatched the 1st
Aero Squadron to San Antonio, Texas, where the squadron took possession of its
new JM-3s.

Villa withdrew to the rugged province of Chihuahua and reassessed his situation. His

military forces had been decimated at Agua Prieta, and he bad suffered a major

political setback after 1.5, President Woodrow Wilson recognized Carranza as the
23
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legitimate ruler of Mexico, Villa knew that his only hope for victory lay in forcing
Amencan mtervention in Mexico, which he in turn hoped would trigoer a revolt
among the peasants of Chihuahua, many of whom regarded the charismatic guerrilla
leader as a folk hero. With this in mind, Villa and a large band of horsemen stopped
a train in Mexico on January 11, 1216, and executed 19 of the Americans on hoard
The border region erupted in panic from San Diego to Brownsville. Two months
later the situation was further inflamed when, on March 9, 1916, hundreds of Villa's
horsemen crossed the border and raided Columbus, New Mexico. The town was
looted and burned, and 17 Americans were killed,

President Wilson immediately asked President Carranza of Mexico for permission to
send U.8. troops into his country, and Carranza reluctantly gave permission "for the
sole purpose of capturing the bandit Villa," Wilson then ordered General John J.
"Black Jack" Pershing 1o "pursue and disperse," the forces commanded by Villa, One
of Pershing’s first acts was to order the 1st Aero Squadron to New Mexico. The
squadron left Fort Sam Houston on March 13, 1916, Two days later it arrived in
Columbus with eight IN-3s, 11 pilots and 82 enlisted men

Gorrell noted that when the squadron arrived, it "was in horrible shape. The
arrplanes were not fit for military service, especially along the border. Some of us
carried pistols, and two fliers had 22 rifles. " Despite their lack of readiness, the fliers
prepared for combat. Pershing crossed the border with 6,600 men a week after the
Columbus raid. As the soldiers pushed south, hoping to encircle Villa's forces, the
Lst Aero Sguadron was ordered to Casas Grandes, in Mexico, 90 miles from the
U.S. border.

The squadron's commander, Captain Benjamin D). Foulais, then made a serious
misiake. e ordered his pilots to take off late on the afternoon of March 19, thus
ensuring that the flight would land in the dark. Just after takeoff, engine trouble
forced Kilner to turn back,

It grew darker, and Foulois realized that they would have to land. Four planes set
down at Ascension; however, the three pilots in the rear had drifted apart and did
not see the others land. Alone and flying at ni ght for the first time, each pilot
continued south in the dark. Lieutenant Joseph E. Carberry landed at Janos, 10 miles
south of Ascension, After nearly colliding with Gorrell in the dark, Lieutenant
Robert H, Willis, It landed at Pearson, 40 miles from the ncarest American Lroops.
He abandoned his badly damaged plane and began the long walk to Casas Grandes.

Mechanics in Columbus replaced the engme in Kilner's plane the following morning,
and he Alew to Casas Grandes without incident. Upon landing, he found to his
surprise that he was the first to arrive. He then took off and flew 10 miles to
Pershing's headquarters at Colonia Dublan, where Foulais and the three others who
had landed at Ascension soon appeared. Willis wallked in the next day, and a
detachment was sent out to salvage his plane. (The salvage party was fired on but
eventually recovered some parts of the plane ) Meanwhile, Gorrell remained MUSSIng.

Garrell stumbled around until dawn after abandoning his plane in the dark. Then he
approached a remote ranch, intending to steal a horse. Pistol in hand, the airman
confronted a mounted Mexican, Gorrell offered the terdfied man 58 to guide him to
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the nearest American troops. The guide was none too €ager, knowing that Villa's
men would kil him if he were discovered helping an Amernican, but the pistol in the
young pilot's hand persuaded the Mexican, Gorrell's reluctant savior carried the
airman 20 miles to a column of LS. cavalry at Ascension.

Gorrell rested for a few hours, then horrowed a Ford sedan from the 1.5, 6th
Infantry. He drove back to his crippled plane with fuel and oil and managed to start
the engine. He flew the plane 30 miles south to Ojo Federico, where he landed near
an American truck convoy. He refueled, but as he taxied for takeoff, his wing struck
4 fuel barrel. Once he was airborne, the canvas began to rip from the wing. Gorrell
brought his plane down once again and hitched a ride to Colonia Dublan, where he
finally rejoined his squadron. Two days later he returned to his plane, repaired it and
fiew 1t back to headquarters.

While Gorrell had been wandering through the rough country of Chihnahua, the
other fliers of the 15t Aero Squadron were assigned to locate American troops
advancing south along the Mexico Northwestern Railway. Lieutenant Dodd, with
VFoulois in the observer's seat, flew toward Cumbre Pass. Foulois reported that "the
plane began to buck and shake violently in ever-increasing turbulent air. We had the
throttle on as far as it would go, and the engine was straining valantly at its limits.
Ahead, the ground rose abruptly above us, and I knew that much as Dodd and 1
wanted to complete our mission, we had reached the absolute ceiling of our plane.
We had no choice but to return to headquarters and report our failure.”
Discouraged, they returned to Colonia Dublan,

One of the squadron's Jennys, piloted by Lieutenant Thomas Bowen, was caught in a
gust of wind during takeoff later that same day. Bowen was injured in the ensuing
crash and the Jenny was destroyed, leaving the squadron with only six functional
planes (including Gorrell's still-missing craft). Ower the next several days, the fliers
again tried to push the JN-3s over the mountains, but the 100-hp engines were not
powerful enough. After only a few days of operations, it became clear that the JN-3s
{which had been designed as trainers) could not fly over the 12,000-foot-high
mountains, nor could they withstand the gusty winds, rain, hail and snow that were
prevalent in the area.

There were other problems with the planes as well. Their wheels bogged down in the
deep sand, and the hot, dry air quickly dried out the wooden planes. Especially
troublesome were the propellers, which delaminated m the dry heat. Metal propellers
were too heavy for the underpowered engines, and only a propeller labonously
carved from dried native waod proved successful. The pilots soon learned to carry a
spare propeller, stored in a humidity-controlled box strapped to the side of the
fuselage, on every missiomn.

News of the equipment problems of the 1st Aero Squadron quickly leaked back to
the rest of the country. Byron Utecht, a New York World correspondent
accompanying the Pershing forces, guoted Foulois when he wrote that the airmen
were "risking lives ten times a day, but are not given equipment needed." Utecht said
the pilots blamed "politics, personal ambition and utter lack of knowledge of aviation
as heing responsible for the dangerous phght of the 1st Aero Squadron." Lieutenant
Herbert A Dargue was quoted as saying, "It is nothing short of criminal to send the
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aviators up under such conditions as we are meeting here "

Utecht, who had not submitted his work 1o the censors, was kicked out of Mexico,
and Pershing's inspector general questioned all the officers ol the squadron. With an
eye on their careers, the fliers denied the quotes attributed to them.

The squadron's mechanics—some of whom used motorcycles to quickly reach a
downed aircratt--did all they could to strengthen the Jennys for use in Mexico, but
there was only so much that could be done. After several abortive attempts to cross
Cumbre Pass, the Ist Aero Squadron concentrated on carryng mail and dispatches
between Columbus and the columns moving south into Mexico, In this capacity, the
squadron proved to be successful, During the last few days of March, the six
remaining planes flew approximately 20 missions with messages for the varous
columns of Pershing's command. The planes were moved to Namiquipa beginning
April 1, 1916, where 19 missions were flown on ane day without a problem.

Foulois knew that his aircraft could not long withstand the rigors of desert tlying,
and he devised a plan to conserve the remaining planes. He suggested that a
radio-telegraph link be established between Casas Grandes and Namiquipa, and that
motorcycles be used for routine message traffic. The planes would be reserved for
emergency use. He also requested 10 new planes capable of performing in the
adverse conditions of Mexico, but he was informed that all available aircraft were
already with the punitive expedition.

The Ist Aero Squadron did receive more trucks and personnel, however, and by
May 1 the squadron boasted 16 officers and 122 enlisted men. Even though
Pershing's forces met and defeated a large force of Villa's troops at Parral, the fliers
played no part in that action. The planes, in fact, had not yet been equipped with any
type of offensive weapon larger than a 22-caliber rifle or a A5-caliber pistol, even
though machine guns and bombs had been ordered ta outfit them, {(The squadron
had received a shipment of 3-inch artillery shells in April, but none of the aviators
knew how to use them as aeria) bombs.)

The Signal Corps had previously experimented with bombsights, bomb-release
mechanisms and a varicty of aerial explosives. but the tests had beep abandoned
because Brig. Gen, George P. Scriven, the chief signal officer, felt that airplanes
should be used salely for reconnaissance. Many years later, Foulois somewhat
ruefully noted that "using the airplanes as offensive WERpONS,, . was contrary, of
course, to military policy at the time "

The squadron moved to San Geronimo on April 5. Just a day later, Kilner's plane
landed too hard, tearing off a wheel. The JN-3 ground looped and was destroyed.
The squadron was down to five planes on the eve of its most important and
hazardous mission. Early on Apnil 7, 1916, two planes took off and flew from San
Geronimo to Chihuahua. One was piloted by Dargue, with Foulois sitting in the
observer's seat. Carberry was at the controls of the other plane, accompanied by
Dodd. The two planes flew to Chihuahua City with identical messages for Marion I
Letcher, the American consul in that city. Carberry landed north of Chikuahua and
Dodd set off with the message for Letcher. while Dargue landed south of the city.
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Foulois exited the plane, then ordered Dargue to fly north and rejoin Carberry.
Foulois started into town, but as Dargue's airplane was climbing, he was fired on by
four mounted Mexican policemen armed with Winchester rifles. Foulois heard the
shooting (the first recorded attack against an American military plane) and
‘ntervened The Mexicans stopped shooting but trained their weapons on Foulois,
who later said of the episode, "There was nothing I could do but put my hands
up—and pray." Surrounded by bystanders shouting "kill the gringo," Foulols was
carted off to jail,

Dargue and his plane were unhurt by the gunfire, and a few minutes later he landed
near Carberry's plane, where an angty erowd of Carranza supporters had gathered.
The Mexicans, indignant about the Amenican incursion into their country, began to
vandalize the two planes. They burned cigarette holes in the wings, cut the fabric and
remaved a number of nuts and bolts from the aircraft. In desperation, the two pilots
started their engmes.

The enraged crowd threw rocks as the aviators lifted off. Carberry managed to fly to
a0 American-owned smelter six miles away, but Dargue’s plane was struck by one of
the stones and the stabilizer was damaged. Dargue brought the crippled plane down
safely but was immediately surrounded by the hostile crowd.

Meanwhile, even though he had been dragged off to jail, Foulois managed to contact
a Colonel Miranda of the Mexican army, who released the airman and escorted him
to the military governor of Chihuahua, General Eulallo Gutierrez. Gutierrez ordered
his troops to help Foulots find Dargue. When Foulois and his escorts arrived, Dargue
was doing his best to hold off the angry mob, armed with no more than his wits and
bare hands. Dargue's plane was repaired later that afternoon, and the somewhat
shaken airman flew back to San Gerommo.

The incident revealed the unpopularity of the American intervention among
Mexicans of every political persuasion. Indeed, the airmen of the 1st Aero Squadron
felt the anger of the populace on more than one occasion. On the following day,
April 8, Mexicans fired at Carberry and Dodd as they flew over Chihuahua.
Lieutenant Carlton G. Chapman made a forced landing that same day at Santa
Rosalia, where he was captured by Carranza supporters. He was eventually relcased,
but not before looters stole field glasses. goggles and ammunition from his plane.

Carranza's forces, led by Minister of War Alvaro Obregon, did not initially resist
U S. intervention. But it wasn't long before the Mexican president, a strong
nationalist, became increasingly concerned about the American presence in his
country. Fearful that some of is military commanders might defect to Villa,
Carranza began to demand that the Americans return home.

Carranza's troops resisted Pershing's forces on several occasions. One of the worst
clashes occurred on April 12, 1916, at Parral, when American cavalrymen fired on a
hostile crowd of Carrancistas, Two soldiers were killed, as were a large number of
Mexicans. That afternoon, Foulois carried an ultimatum from a furious General
Guticrrez to Pershing, demanding the withdrawal of U.S. troops.

A defiant Pershing scribbled a reply that he would withdraw when he was ordered to
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do so by the U S president or the sceretary of war, which Foulois carried back to
Chihuahua City, {The wings of Foulois' airplane were damaged during that flight and
werc replaced with the wings of one of the remain ng planes, leaving the squadron
with only four aircrafl } The Wilson administration was having second thoughts
bout the punitive expedition, and Pershing was ordered to halt aperations while

high-level officials conducted talks on the situation in Mexico,

Darguc and Gorrell took off on a reconnaissance missian 1o locate a force of
Carrancistas on April 14. They flew 315 miles, an unofficial American distance
record at the time. Lieutenant LA, Rader undertook a similar mission on that day but
was forced to land at Ojito, nearly 100 miles from the nearest U.S. force. He
abandoned his plane, leaving the squadron with only three planes,

Five days later, Dargue and Willis undertook another scouting mission to Chihuahua
City. They carried a new Brock aeria) camera capable of making sequenced photos,
but they experienced engine trouble 20 miles northwest of Chibuahua and crashed in
the woods. Dargue was unhurt, but Willis was temporarily pinned in the wreckage
and suffered a broken ankle and a severe scalp wound. The plane, the camera and
the photographic plates had all been destroyed in the crash, so Dargue set fire to the
wreckage,

In the dry conditions, the surrounding forest caught fire, and the conflagration raged
out of control, consuming thousands of acres of countryside. The two men escaped
the flames and began to walk to San Antonio, Willis hobbling on his braken ankle
Alter traveling 40 miles, they stole a mule and rode the remaining 25 miles into San
Antonio.

While Rader, Dargue and Willis were walking home, the remaining two JN-3s and
the rest of the sguadron were sent back to Calumbus for refitting. The fliers arrived
on Apnl 20, 1916, and found four new Curtiss N-8s, an export version of the IN-4,
the latest model of the Jenny. These were the first of 94 TN-4s ordered by the Army
in 1916 (the TN-4 soon became the standard 1. S, trainer).

The aviators tested their new planes during the last week of Apnil and found them
lacking, Foulois was particularly unimpressed. He condemned the N-8g at first
glance, then set fire to the two surviving TN-3s for good measure, Despite his
wanton destruction of government property, Foulois was promoted to major. The
airmen complained so bitterly about their new planes that the N-8s were quickly
withdrawn from the border and sent to San Diego, where they were used for training
and expenmentation. The Technical Aero Advisory and Inspection Board of the
Signal Corps decided instead to equip the 1st Aero with the Curtiss R-2, which
boasted a 160-hp engine,

Twelve R-2s were delivered to the squadron in May, but the planes, which had been
very hastily constructed, were missing vital spare parts and had faulty wiring and
leaky fuel tanks. The aircraft even lacked compasses. instruments and tool kits when
they arrived. The experienced mechanics at Columbus soon put the planes into flying
shape, however. The R-2s used in Mexico were eventually equipped with automatic
cameras, radios and Lewis machine puns, as well as incendiary and explosive bombs
(the weapons were never used in Mexico),
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Despite the use of airplanes, the U.S. Army never managed to locate the elusive
Pancho Villa, Instead of casing tensions along the Mexican border, the U5,
incursion onty further inflamed the situation. In late June, 2 clash between an
American patrof and a force of Carrancistas left 12 Americans dead and another 23
a5 prisoners. Anti-Amencar demonstrations occurred throughout Mexico, and
Pershing was informed by the Carranza government that his movement in any
direction but north would be resisted. Although more ULS. troops continued to pour
into Mexico, the services of the 1st Aero Squadron were needed less and less after
reliable ground communication links were established

The pilots of the squadron flew 540 missions in Mexico between March 135 and
August 15, 1916. The average mission length was 36 miles. The squadron’s greatest
contribution was maintaining communications between Pershing's columus, which
penetrated 700 miles into Mexico. As the summer of 1916 turned to fall, the ULS.
military began to worry less about Pancho V ifia and more about the war in Europe.
The last U.S. troops left Mexica in February 1917, just two months before the
United States entered World War L

Although the 1st Aero Squadron remained at Columbus until August 1917, mast of
the experienced fliers were transferred to several new squadrons being formed.
Major Foulois rose rapidly through the ranks and soon commanded the U.S. Alr
Service of the First Army during World War L

General Black Jack Pershing also had a new command, but hefore leaving the border
area to take charge of the U S. Expeditionary Force in Europe, he thanlked the st
Aero Squadron for "the faithful and efficient service it has performed as part of this
expedition.” On August 5. 1917, the lst Aero Squadron, commanded by Major
Ralph Royee, left Columbus for the Western Front.

e

GDuﬂESYﬁI:AUSELJm{!:f. waliu';exicn, I:leg. Ma. 117657
Pancho Villa grants an interview in between fighting and riding,
The Mexican expedition was a useful learning experience for the
1.5, Army, but Brig. Gen. John J. Pershing failed miserably

at achieving his objective--catching Villa.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE COUPON OF 400 CENTAVOS OF
MONTERREY, 1996

By Ricardo de Lean Tallavas

On April of 1995 cverything was ready for the 4007 anniversary of the Morthwesters City of Monterrcy,
due on Septemnber 20" and 2z a numismatist I thought of another wiy 1o celebrate that date aside Fom the
medals already in process, an issue of paper money,

Becauss the number of years would sum 4001 thought of 2 conpon acoupted in a more voluniary way just
in the Local Association of Merchants, backed up fhrough the Funds of Monterrey’s Treasury, homey 1hat
wouldn't hunt the Municipal Budget becaunse the amonnt would be o insignificant that even if 2500 of (his
400 centavos would have been issued they could barely represcnt 65 American dollars. These wonld b
signed by the Mayor and the Governorus a distinction for the 4 Centennial insead of the usoal City's
Treasurer or State’s Compiroller.

S0 in my laptop I staried the designs onmy own, I selected the most represcntative designs of my
hommetown, and [ gathered 10 obverses and 8 reverses, which I presented o the sociedad Mamismatica de
Monterrey, AC, o get the general opinion of my fellow numisniatists

Finally T got the design that You are sceing om these photocopies. 1 made them in 10 different colors of
paper, same number of 1exmres, and in two inks, (not combined, nor mixed but monochromatic) hunter
groen and sepia. The papers vary from white, pink and blue, to orzmge and even light green,

[ made about 400 of them, maybe even more, but nowhere close to a 750 range. 1 had them cut and printed
m Monterrey, and made most of therm overprinted with the “0000" serial number on one side, and the
legend “Muestra sin Valor”, (Specimen withoul value) to grve and to show to the people/media the way
they would lock, if 1 get general appraval from the citizens, and the svropathy from the Merchants as well.

Fmet with the key people on both sides. but uothing happened; cveryone was Very caulious to reaci {o this
Idea: every one except for the Mayor, Imade several coupons beanng the serfal number “0001 tg show
the Mayor in a privae meeting that was covered by the local medis, and in front of the carneras he signed
L1 of them 16 show his support for this idea.

When I showed the coupons to the Governor, especially those signed by the Mayor, he declined 1o put has
signature on them, mmch less 1o give the Q. to the idea for 2 easons,. The most iinportant was that the
Mexican Constitution forbids anvong to “prnt or make local meney”, especially backed up by any of the

Local Authorities. The second reason was that the Mayor was not of the same political party, therefore the
whole idea had to be (erminated.

The Mayor added the official scal on the back through the Secretary of Haciendas, but the whole concep
didn’t work, However this has been the clogest afempt 1o revive the Iocal issue of money in Monierrey
siics the mid 1940s, when emergency 1ssucs by the banks and factories were printed for the public,

T centainly don’t kuow how ta catalog this piece that I made, and that exigls with (11 picces), and without
{about 9 the hand-writicn signature of the Mavor bearing the number =000 17, with the overprint, snd in
uttcut sheets of 2 (abont 15) tmissing all the overprints.

[ really would appreciate any comments on this respecl, because regardiess of its success this was a trial of
some historical imporiance, and since it has been three years since hese coupons were made 1 though it
wits time to bring them fo the Tumtismatisis” attention,

Ricardo de Leon Tallavas
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