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USMexNA MEMBERSHIP LISTING TO BE REPLUBISHED

The USMexNA Membership listing that has not been published for awhile will be
republished scon. This will be done differently this time. The listing will be published
and as we add or delete members listed we will have3 a regular section in the Journal
with these changes.

For security reasons we will only list e-mail address, and or telephone numbers and a
short notation as to collecting interests.

Due to numerous changes in e mails and telephone numbers we are asking for ALL
members to resubmit their information if they want to be included. Please do so at your
earliest convenience so we can get started on this. We will try to come up with something
that is useful to our members. You can either c-mail it or snail mail. your information to
the Association’s offices in Hemet.
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THE REVOLUTION CORNER
By loe Flores C-2

Morelos Peso

This is a continuation of an article thal appeared in the Journal of March, 2004. In that
issue, T explained how I acquired these coins in Mexico City and why no photo was
submitted. In place of the silver coins, I showed copper specimens GB 288 and plain
edye 288.1. Herein [ will describe the GB #287 (Guthrie and Bothamley, better known as

the green book).

Since the last article, [ have acquired another GB #287. It is very surprising to be able fo
purchase two of these rare coins in less than three months. The prior offering of this coin
was in Richard Long’s sale #84, lot #56 in 1997, This is the same coin that was sold in
1979 by Superior Coin Galleries, Another was sold by Henty Chrislensen in 1980.

To have two of these rare coins in my hands is really quitc incredible. All of the coins
that I have seen have weak strikes between 6 and 9 o’clock.

Since the GB book has no photos of these rare coins, very few Mexican coin dealers have
ever seen or handled one.

Joe Flores
P. O, Box 4484
Stockton, CA 95204

E-mail pepeli@msn.com
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Photo #1---Mex., Photo #2 Tex.
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Republic of Mexico 8 Reales Trial Strike

in Copper without Mintmark
*Produced with dies used at the Chihuahua Mint”
By: Kent Ponterio

Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in the March 2004 Journal. Fignres #1
and #2 were the same plates which your Editor overlooked and the anthor has made
some notifications to the original article that was published.

Trial strilee from unfinished dies without mintmari.
Produced with Chihuahua Mint Diics.
Ponterio & Associates, Auction #1340 April 2004,
Fig. |

I recently came across the above pictured coin while cataloging a consignmenl for this
auction. The coin was atiributed simply as a “Mexico pattern 8 Reales in copper,
incomplete dies, pierced”, The coin is a Republican period “cap & rays” 8 Reales struck
on a copper planchet with a plain edge. It is without a mintmark or an assayer’s mark and
bears an unfinished date that reads only “18”, Essentially, the coin is a die test or trial
strike in copper used to test unfinished dies that were newly produced from hubs.
Although these pieces are often cataloged as patterns, they were produced for a slightly
different purpose. The term pattern technically refers to a proposed coin of a new design,
metal or denomination (Doty p. 247). A trial strike, by definition, is a piece struck at any
point in the preparation of coin or medal dies, allowing the engraver or designer to gauge
the work’s appearsmce, and determine what must be done to complete the designs to his
or his employer’s satisfaction (Doty p. 333). Reasons for the production of either could
vary. This piece is of the already adopled design and fits the description of the latter.

To avoid confusion, at this point T would like to emphasize which side of the coins I will
refer to as obverse and reverse, with a brief description as to why. According to Mexican
law, the obverse is the side that depicts the national emblem “the eagle” and name of the
conntry “Republica Mexicana” (Resplandores, p. xvii). Although technically correct,
since deemed so by the government, this method is disregarded by today’s numismatic
community. Tn the book Resplandores, the authors chose to nse the “Cap & Rays™ side
of the coins as the obverse in their illustrations and descriptions. The author’s good
reasoning is that this side contains the pertinent information necessary to properly
identify the coins. Specifically, they are referring to mint mark, date, and assayer’s mark.
This would seem to be the most practical method since Mexico had fourteen different
mints at various times striking coins of the same desipgn. Richard G. Doty’s definition of
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the word “obverse” in The Macmillan Encyclopedic Dictionary of Numismeatics supporis
this as being the correct decision. His definition is as follows; Obverse, The side of the
coin bearing the more important legends or types (Doty p. 234),

Trial strike from unfinished die’s containing the Guanajuato mint mark.
.Ex: Ponterio & Associates auction #125 April 2003 Lot #1805
fig2

Dic trials of this sort are normally struck in copper for cost efficiency. At first glance, the
coin appears similar to those produced at the Guanajuato mint (KM-Pn24, pictured in
Resplandores on page 216 “photo above™). Tn 1830, the Guanajuato mint became the first
mint to produce its 8 Reales from hubs (Resplandores, p. 208). As a result of this nowly
acquired minting lechnology several test pieces were struck after the hubbing stage of dic
preparation. The hubs used to produce dies at the Guanajuato mint contained the third
digit of the date “3” and the Guanajuato mint mark “Go”, These two characteristics are
not present on the coin under discussion (Fig.1).

Coins identical in style to those produced al the Guanajuato mint between 1830 and 1843
were struck at the Chibuahua mint between 1840 and 1868. In 1840, Chihuahua became
the third mint to produce its dies from hubs (Resplandores, p. 26). So great are the
similarities to the dics introduced at Guanajuato in 1830 that we presume they were made
by the same person or company {Resplandores, p. 34). This was later confirmed to be
Matthew Boulton’s Soho Mint in Birmingham, England. In the recent publication, “The
Soho Mint & the Industrialization of Money,” Richard Doty has shed some light on this
subject, uncovering contemporary correspondence and documents between Mexican
officials and the English firm.

Sinee the coin in discussion is without mintmark, this slightly complicates the guestion as
to which mint it was struck at. All of the published examples of this die style that T have
been able to locate are products of the Guanajuato mint and contain the “Go™ minimark,
This incindes examples published in important auctions such as Gerber and Norweb, It
appears that there are no published examples or records of die trials from the Chihuahua
mint for this period.



VOL. IX NO.II

"zﬁ‘ﬁ, : i
Guar._mjuatu & Reales of 1830 MJ and Chihwalua 8 Reales of 1840 RG.

Photos reprinted from Resplandores p. 34 & 216 courtesy of Mike Dunigan.
Fig.3

Although Chihuahua and Guanajuato used virtually identical hubs to produce dies, there
arc a few distinguishing differences. Aside from the obvious omission of the mintmark
and third digit of the date on hubs used to produce Chihuahua dies, a few more subtle
differences exist. Perhaps the most noticeable difference is the absence or presence of
two additional leaves at the end of both branches beside the eagle. This characteristic is
present on the 8 Reales of this siyle struck at Guanajuato between 1830 and 1843, yet
absent on the coins of this style stuck at Chihuahua between 1840 and 1868. Although
that may be the most prominent difference between the two mints, it is not the only one.
The Guanajuato 8 Reales of this style all contain a period or dot at the end of the
inscription after the “A™ in “Mexicana”, while the 8 Reales of Chihuahua do not. The
rock on which the cactus stands is quite smooth with very little detail on Guanajuato 8
Reales of this period. Such is the opposite at Chihuahua, which have a more jagged and
detailed rock. There are also some minor variances in both branches beside the eagle as
well as the ribbon tying them together, however they are far less noticeable.

Even though the coin in figure 1 is without mintmark, if one takes the above mentioned
characteristics into consideration, it can be attributed to a specific mint. It clearly
contains characteristics that specifically identify it as being a product of Chihuahua Mint

dies.

Normally, pieces similar to this one are found in very high grade. The condition of this
piece is about Very Fine, pierced, with a few small rim bumps and other such problems
typical of use in jewelry. Not in the most pristine state of preservation, by any means.
However, presenily this is the only example we are aware of and extremely rare if not
unique. Like many rare coins that are found holed, mounted or used in jewelry, although



VOL. IX JUNE 2004 NO.II

it’s a shame the piece has been damaged in this manner perhaps it is the only thing that
kept it from being destroyed over the years.
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1796. El Cabailito. .
Obverse, two busts right of Carlos IV and his aqueen. The king wears a laurel
wteath, armor and the Order of the Golden Fleece.
CAROLO » IV» ET » ALOISIAE # HISP » ET # IND » RE # AA
Below the busts, in two lines,
EHI&RS;—I . DE . BRANCIFORTE. NOV.HISP.PROREX.C.F.ET.D. MEX.
- 1796,
Reverse, on a pedestal is a equestrian statue.
CAROLO # 1V # PIO » BENEF » * HISP * ET « IND + REGI
On either side of the statue’s pedestal, in four lines.
MICH . LA .GRUA ' MARCH,DE,
BRANCIFORTE. NOV, HISP,
PROREX SUARE. MEXICANABQUE.
FIDELIT. H.M.P.
On the exergue, in two lines.
EMMAN. TOLSA . SCULP. G.A.GIL.ING. AN - 1796 .
Engraver: on the cut of the kings shoulder. G.A.GIL
C-267 60 mm. Bilver. Banco de México.
C-267a 60 mm. Bronze, gold-plated. Mr. Clyde Hubbard.
C-267b 60 mm. Bronze. ' Banco de México.
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HERITAGE SELLS LARGE DECIMAL GOLD COLLECTION

During its recent Long Beach auction, Heritage World Coin Auctions offered what they
referred to as “The Savannah River Site Collection of Mexican Balance Scale Gold.”
There were 207 Mexican coins in this session with most being gold. Not all lots are
mentioned here. We will cover only the coins of note. These prices reflect a 15%
buyer’s premium. Prices are tentative and subject to change before setilement date.

Lot no: Description Price Realized
13853 *Felipe V Gold, 2 Escudos (1714), KM53.2, choice UNC $1,840
13854 *Felipe V Escudo. 1743 Mo MF, (3/27), KM113, UNC $3,220
13836 *Ferdinand VI 8 Escudos 1759 Mo MM, KM 152, near XF. $3,910
13867 *Turbide 8 Escudos, 1823 Mo JM, KM 314, VF, once cleaned.  $1,840
13871 *Maximilian 20 Pesos, 1866 Mo, KM389, AUSS, PCGS $2.415
13877 *1847 C CE 8 Reales, KM 377.3, X¥, weakly struck. $1,207
13882 Hookneck 8 Escudos, 1823 Mo JM, KM382.1, XTI, few

minor rim bumps, $14,950
13885 1865 C CE & Escudos, KM383.2, BU $977
13908 1916 Oaxaca 60 Pesos, KM7555, Ex Amon Carter Jr. family

collection, January 1984 Stack’s auction., BU with two or three
small nicks on Juarez’s cheek. Extremely rare. On an estimale
of $15,000 to $17.000, realized... $24,150

There were 27 lots of One Peso gold. The common dates in varying grades bronght
prices in the $100 to $200 range. Betier dates and prices were:

13913 1888 1 Peso, As L/ Mo M, KM410, XF, cleaned, ex-jewelry

with seratches and repair. $920
13915 1881/0 1 Peso, Cn D, KM410.2, XI. $1,840
13916 1883 1 Peso, Cn D, KM410.2, XF, rusty dies. $402
13917 1884 1 Peso, Cn M, KM410.2, $805
13919 1891/89 1 Peso, Cn M, KM410.2, AU $374
13921 1893 [ Peso, Cn M, KM410.2, BU, fian flaws. $322
13924 1897 1 Peso, Cn M, KM410.2, proof like BU $431
14930 1888, 1 Peso, Go R, KM410.3, AU, polished at one time. $408
13931 1890 1 Peso, Go R, KM 410.3 proof like BU, gem. $460
13933 1894 1 Peso, Go R, KM410.3, AU, edge bump. $977
13939 1898 1 Peso, Go R, KM410.3, BU, mule/ 5 Centavo obverse. $506
13945 1872 1 Peso, Mo M/C, KM410.5, AUL $345
13958 1885/71 1 Peso, Mo M, KM410.5, BU lightly hairlined, P/1. $368
13981 1875/3 1 Peso, Zs A, KMA410.6, XF/AU, slightly off center, $402
13982 1878 1 Peso, 75 S, KM410.6, AU $632
13983 1888 1 Peso, 7Zs AZ, KM410.6, BU _ $978
13984 1889 1 Peso, Z8 Z, KM410.6, BU $546

13986 1888 2'% Pesos, Go/Mo R, KM411.3, VF-XF, mount removed.  $1,150
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13987 1870 2% Pesos, Mo C, KM 411.5, XF. $a604
13988 1872 2% Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, AU/UNC. $690
13989 1873/2 2% Pesos, Mo M, 2 ¥ Pesos, KM411.5, AlJ $483
13990 1877 2% Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, AU, hair lined. $58]
13991 1878 2% Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, UNC $1725
13992 1883/73 2%4 Pesos, Mo M, KM 511.5, XF, mounting signs,

cleancd. $345
13993 1884 2! Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, XT, cleaned, jewcelry. $276
13994 1885 244 Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, AU. $2,300
13995 1888 2% Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, XF/AU $633
13996 1888 2% Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, BU $1,495
13997 1891 2% Pesos, Mo M, KM 411.5, BU $1,092
13998 1872 2% Pesos, Zs H, KM 411.6, AU . $ROS
14000 1873 24 Pesos, Zs 11, KM 411.6, XF, adj marks. $431
14001 1903 5 Pesos, Cn Q, KM 412.2, XF, 2 sm scratches. $902
14002 1871 5 Pesos, Go S, KM 412.4, MS62 NGC, rim flaws. $2,185
14003 1870 5 Pesos, Mo C, KM 412.6, XF. $604
14004 1887 5 Pesos, Mo M, KM 412.6, AU minot im bruises, only

other auction record of this date was in Sotheby’s 1954 sale

of the Palace Collection of King Farouk.. $6,900
14005 1897 5 Pesos, Mo M, KM 412.6, XV, $718
14006 1903 5 Pesos, Mo M, KM 412.6, BU 805
14007 1904 5 Pesos, Mo M, KM 412.6, BU $747
14008 1874 5 Pesos, Zs A, KM 412.7, choice AU, $805
14009 1883 10 Pesos, As L, KM 413, XF, ex Norweb 1985 sale 4,830
14010 1887 10 Pesos, AS L, KM 413, XF, ex Norweb 1985 sale $4.140
14012 1887 10 Pesos, Cn M, KM 413,2, BU, $2,645
14015 1881/79 10 Pesos, Do p, KM 413.3, BU $1.725
14016 1882 10Pesos, Do C, KM 413.3, XF, edge bump. $2.412
14017 1871 10 Pesos, Ga C, KM 413.4, AU $1,495
14018 1872 10 Pesos, Ga C, KM 413.4, $2,415
14019 1887 10 Pesos, Go R, KM 413.5, AU, Extremely rare. $20,700
14021 1893 10 Pesos, Mo M, KM 413.7, BU. $4,140
14022 1897 10 Pesos, Mo M, KM 413.7, P/L BU. $1,380

There were several other 10 Pesos that averaged from $862 to $1,200 except for the
following:

14029 1870 10 Pesos, Oa E, KM 413.8, Choice BU. $2.412
14031 1885 10 Pesos, Zs S, KM 413.9, BU, $4.140

The 20 Pesos had several that were in the range ot $1,000 to $1,500. The others were:

14033 1872 20 Pesos, Ch M, Choice AT, $4.600
14034 1893 20 Pesos, Ca M, KM 414.1, P/L, choice AU. $14.900
14036 1871 20 Pesos, Cn P, KM 414.2, BU $1,955

10
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- 14037
14038
14041
14043
14044
14045
14046
14052
14053
14054
14055
14057
14058
14059

140345 Republic Goll 20 Pesos 1872 Do-Pt

JUNE 2004

1887/6 20 Pesos, Cn M, KM 414.2, BU.

1872 20 Pesos, Do Pt, KM 414.3, P/L, choice AL
1872 20 Pesos, Go 8, KM 414.4, BU

1874 20 Pesos, Go 8§, KM 414.4, BU

1877 20 Pesos, Go 8, KM 414.4, BU, Rare.

1878 20 Pesos, Go M, KM 414.4, AU, scratch.
1874 20 Pesos, Ho R, KM 414.5, AU.

1890 20 Pesos, MoM, KM 414.6, P/L BU.

1900 20 Pesos, Mo M, KM 414.6, BU.

1902 20 Pesos, Mo M, KM 414.6, BU, edge bumps.
1903/2 20 Pesos, Mo M, KM 414.6, AU.

1904 20 Pesos, Mo M, KM 414.6, BU.

1871 20 Pesos, Oa E, KM 414.6, AL

1888 20 Pesos, Oa E, KM 414.6, XF few nim bumps, and
adiustment marks, Very rare,

11
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$2,070
$13.800
$2,070
$1.955
$4,370
$5,520
$9,775
$1,782
$1,725
$1.782
$1.840
$1.840
$2,990

$16,100

14059 Republic Gold 20 Pesos 1888 Oa-E
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CLYDE HUBBARD, GRAND PROMOTOR OF MEXICAN COINS
By Antonio Deana Saleron

August 15, 1952, was a memorable and decisive day for me as a numismatist. 1t was the
day that the Liturgy of the Catholic Church has consecrated to the Assumption of the
Virgin Mary. In the cathedral a Pontifical Mass was celehrated, with great pomp and
solemnity and the bells pealed wildly because Our Lady of the Assumption is the patron
of the city of Puebla.

On the other hand, the Chamber of Commerce had established August 15 many years apo
as the “Day of the Employees”. The company where | worked, Representanciones
Linage, S.A. an agent of the Cia, TTulera Goodyear-Oxo, 8.A., gave all employees the day
off. 1 took advantage of this to go to Mexico City in search of coins and to the Philatelic
Office, which at that time was located in the Main Post Office in Calle Tacuba 31,

Not knowing where the coin shops were in that city, T found in the first street of Allende
a bazaar that had a tray of “ancient coins” of Mexico in the window, purely coppers of
1/8 real, centavos and nickel coins. Nothing of silver or of any importance.

That August I5 was not the excepiion, 1 was in the bazaar when a North American
attived, spoke to the owner, said goodbye and left, T finished selecting a few coins that I
bought and when T went into the street | received the surprise of my life: the North
American was waiting for me and he was no less then Clyde Hubbard who immediately
approachcd me and asked if I lived in Mexico City. When 1 replied that I lived in Puebla,
he became enthusiastic because he had a potential customer in that city, Nicolas San
Roman, owner of the pharmacy of the same name. He asked i T knew him and T said ves
because my brother Fernando worked there. I told him that 1 went to Mexico City
because coins were not easily found in Puebla. Then he took me to introduce me to two
prominent merchants, who owned important Exchange Houses: Bemardo Lopez Velasco
in the ground floor of the Espana Building at Vemustiano Carranza 69 and Angel Baron
Sedano in Casa Baron at 350 of the same avenue. This is how our relations began.

Since it was past midday, Mr. Hubbard invited me to lunch at Sanborn’s, During our
conversation my interest in the 8 real pillar dollar became apparent. Then he sold me a
pretty 8R of Carlos IIT of 1762 for the fabulous amount of 50 pesos,

Alfler eating, Mr, Hubbard invited me to his office in Pestalozzi Street in the Colonia del
Valle. There he showed me a great collection of coins from which I was able to obtain,
among others, a pretty bust type of Carlos 111 of 1772, one colon of San Salvador of 1925,
a commemorative of the 1V Centenary of the founding of San Salvador, struck in Mexico
and a serics from Guatemala of Fernando VII of 4R, 2R, 1R, and 1/2R in magnificent
state of preservation. Since my cash had ran out Mr. Hubbard gave me credi.

During the conversation, he told me that the Numismatic Society of Mexico was going to
be formed. He took my information, so that when it was opportune, he would inscribe me

12
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as a member of this cultural group. This was the beginning, and thus we starled a greal
friendship that continues to present days during which he has heaped atiention on me, as [
mentioned before,

Clyde Hubbard is a native of the United States, born in 1916, in a small town named
Philadelphia, in New York state, very near the Canadian border. He has resided in
Mexico since the 1940°s. When T met him he was the General Manager of the beauty
products firm Elizabeth Arden for Mexico, the Antilles, Central and South America, for
which reason he traveled constantly for work to the principal citics of the American
continent and the Caribbean Islands. This situation was ideal for him {0 meet and make
friends with the eminent numismatists and collectors from all over our Americas.
Independently of this, the passion of his life has heen the coins of Mexico, its study,
research and publication. He has channeled his greatest activity to this in a very positive
manner.

M. Hubbard was one of the most cothusiastic founders of our Sociedad Numismatica de
Mexico on September 11, 1952, Since that datc he has held very important positions on
the Board of Directors but has never held an elective post in our society.

His first international participation was, together with Messrs. Lavin and Tamborrel, to
present the first exhibit of Mexican coins in a city of the southern part of the USA, with
great success. This was the first time that a complete collection of Mexican coins had

been shown in that country.

In spite of his many activities in numismatics and his business and continual travel, Mr.
Hubbard always kept me in mind, He brought to me from a trip to the Dominican
Republic, a 1952 one peso coin struck in Mexico. He sold it to me at his cost of 12.50
pesos, which was at parity with the dollar at that time. The same happened with a 1953
one peso coin of Cuba commemorating the Centenary of Jose Marti. Sometime laler 1
received his hand written letter from Sao Paulo, Brazil, in which he gave me the address
of the hotel where I should write to him in Santiago, Chile, advising him of the SR Pillar
Dollars of Mexico that I lacked, because he was going to visit a friend who had many
pieces of those. On his return he brought to me three or four pretty 8R coins of Phillip V.
Clyde Hubbard always lavished attention such as this on me.

At the end of the decade of the 50°s, he joined with Henry Christensen of New Jersey and
between them inventoried about twenty of the most imperiant Mexican collections of 8
reales coins of the Republic. On February 21, 1958, a great auction was held in New
York, for which he edited the reference catalog. This book made known, for the first
time, the complete inventory of the 8R. coins of the Balance Scale type, the Hard Pesos of
1898 to 1905, the pesos of Liberty on Horseback (Caballitos or Horse Pesos) and the
principal one peso coins of the Mexican Revolution.

Here it is opportune to note that the coins of great rarity were not in the sale. Their

existence was noted, giving credit to the collection to which they pertained. Thus, we
had for the first time information about the vast coinages of 8R struck in the 14 mints that

13
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existed in America during the 19" century. We owe all of this to the perseverance,
enthusiasm and devotion of Clyde Ilubbard to Mexican coins. Thanks to his efforts we
could at least understand what Mexican coinage of that epoch was.

However, his contribution to the publicity about Mexican coins did not end there. In
association with Theodore V. Buttrey, Jr., they edited the Guide to Mexican Coins Jfrom
1822 tv Date, with six editions being published. Tn this book all coins of Mexico are
dealt with, perfectly ordered and catalogued in all their emissions. They speak of the %
real coppers of the states of Chihuahua, Sinaloa, Durango. Guanajuato, Jalisco, San Luis
Potosi and Zacatecas as well as the silver issues of %, %, 1, 2, 4, and cight reales. They
also covered the decimal sysiem with the coins of 5, 10, 25 and 50 centavos and 1 peso of
the Balance Scale type and the later issues of hard pesos, and all the coinages of the 20™

century.

The guide also classifies the gold emissions of the 19" and 20™ centuries, the coins of Y,
1,2, 4, and 8 Escudos appear perfecily organized by the different mints that struck them.
We sec the coins of 1, 2, 2.50, 5, 10, and 20 pesos of the decimal system and also the
Idalgos, Aztecas and the beautiful Centenaarios. All perfectly ordered and classified
with estimated prices in different grades of preservation.

The characteristics of each coin, copper, bronze, nickel, copper-nickel. silver and gold are
given: diameter in millimeters, weight in grams and designs of edge, obverse and reverse.
It is a complete work in which over dates and varietics are given. In addition, the
quantities struck of each type are given for the later emissions, It is a work that never
ends because of the new issues that go into circulation. For this reason, it is necessary to
update the information, Who would take charge of all this? Clyde Hubbard, because,
Mr. Buttrey does not have the relations or the access of Mr. Hubbard to our mint where
all the official information about our coinage is obtained.

His work is not limited to the Guide to which I refer, He is a magnificent speaker and
gives lectures in Spanish in Mexico City, Durango, Guadalajara, Monterrey and
Cuernavaca and in English in various cities of the United States at aumismatic
conventions. Recently he taught a course in numismatics to the personnel of the Mexico
Mint, using one day per week, during 14 weeks. Truly, his untiring labor is worthy of
highest praise.

Clyde Hubbard is tall in stature, with a dark complexion, clear blue eyves. [is
countenance is of great excellence and outstanding personality. His simplicity, his
pristine memory, his generosity and his charm, prace his person. This half-century
dedicated to the study, research and propagation of Mexican coins, has made him the
maximum authority in the area of Mexican numismatics.

In recent years he went to Canada, to take an intensive course in photography, and

dedicated himself to photograph all Mexican coinage of all eras in all emissions, thus
forming a documental archive of incalculable artistic and historical value.

14
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[ benefited from this aspect, because in 1988, when I started writing my book The
Chitmatua Mint and the Silver Coinage, Clyde Hubbard loaned me all the photographs I
needed to illustrate the work. ;

At present Clyde is engaged in the study of an extraordinary emission of exceptional
tatity and unique of its kind. It is the 1824 Durango 8R. There is an antecedent to this in
that Dr, Charles W. Aby of San Rafael, California, now deceased, achieved during his
lifetime, the collection of 28 varieties of 8R “Profile Eagle” of Durango, all 1824. (I

have the photographs of the obverse and reverses).

With this precedent, Mr. Hubbard set about the task of looking over varicties in the
catalogs of sales and auctions as well as in private collections. He has found an
additional 14 varieties. Now there are 40 known varietics. These variations are in the
motto REPUBLICA MEXICANA, with dots and without dots; in the elements of the
National Coat of Arms, eagle, serpent and cactus, varying the position of the animals; and
the number of leaves of caclus, and the number of laurel and live oak leaves, ete.

There are also differences in the word “Liberty” on the Phrygian cap on the reverse. We
will certainly know very soon of this new coniribution of Clyde Hubbard to the rich

numismatics of Mexico.

I cannot forget to mention that in our accidental meeting, Mr. Clyde Hubbard opened the
doors of Mexican numismatics to me. First, by infroducing me to the principal dealers.
Then focusing my enthusiasm to the study of coins through the Sociedad Numismatica de
Mexico, The most important, is that he has been my teacher whose example and
teachings have been the norm of my avocation and in my activities as a numismatist for
which I have and always will have perennial gratitude.

This is the personality of Clyde Hubbard, painted with a broad brush, and I am still
lacking in my expressions of appreciation, but T wished to have my weak voice heard, in
order to give tull recognition to the great work of publicizing and teaching of this man
who had lived among us for more then half a century. One must admire his constancy
and perseverance in favor of the coins of Mexico. For this reason [ consider him not only
the highest authority on Mexican coins, but also one of the greatest figures of Mexican
Numismatics.

Puebla de los Angeles, Mexico, April 10, 1995

Editor’s note: This article was furnished by Association member, Jaime Rosales del
Moral, Editor of the Boletin of the Svciedad Numismatica de Mexico, 1o whom we are
grateful. The reference mentioned on the study of Hooknecks, resulted in the publication
Hoolmeck: El Aguila de Perfil, in 1997, with co-author David O'Harrow,
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PROTECTING YOURSELF AGAINST ONLINE AUCTION FRAUD
By Paul Harris, R-261

- WANTED

..........
A

WHAT HAPPENED

In an online ebay auction (www.ebay.com} that closed in April 2004, T won and paid over
$400.00 for the 1609 cob 8 reales of Mexico pictured above. The seller was located in

Canada. I never received the coin.

The auction listing scemed legitimate. The coin was accurately described, and the
accompanying photos were of pood quality. The seller, dadscoinsforsale, explained that
the coin was from his father’s estate, which they were liguidating. Given these supposed
circumstances, 1 minimized the fact that the seller had zero feedback. The seller
answered my e-mails in a friendly and helpful fashion. Neither I nor any of the other
bidders were inexperienced in the ways of online transactions. Still, despite the possible
warning signs, all of us bid strongly for this coin until the end of the auction, which must
have delighted the seller.

WHAT I LEARNED
There are several things I could have done that would have saved me over $400.00 and a
lot of time. Ilere are some of my new strategies for successful online buying,

First, don’t wait until the end of the auction to bid. When bidding on an item from a
seller with little or no feedback, bid the minimum amount as early as possible in the
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auction. On ebay, this enables the bidder to obtain the seller’s contact information. Had
1 done this and checked the telephone nuomber, I would have discovered immediately that
something was wrong, since the number the seller registered was incorrect. I could then
have retracted my bid, and reported the false contact information to cbay security. The
anction wonld have been canceled by ebay. No one would have been defrauded by this
seller, who went on to cheat seven other buyers out of $3,400.

Ii pays to know your seller. When bidding on items from unknown sellers who are
outside the United States, use extra cantion. No feedback or little feedback should be a
full-size warning sign, no matter how credible the listing appears. A number of the other
buyers who were scammed by dadscoinsforsale subsequently told me by e-mail “Gosh, |
usually never bid on items from sellers with no feedback... [ should have thought wice

about it.”

If the seller does not offer paypal as a payment option, this could be another possible sign
of trouble ahead. Paypal offers a buyer protection plan that can assist you when the
transaction goes awry. If you pay by credit card through paypal, you may also be entitled
to some protection under the terms of the charge agreement.

Review the seller’s completed items, as well as checking the seller’s present auctions, by
using the search tool on cbay. It is possible to contact previous buyers and ask them how
their fransaction went. (Editor’s note: as long as the auction you are asking about is
closed), something along the lines of “Hi, I'm bidding on ten such-and-such from seller
so-and-so, d 1 noticed that you recently won this-and-that. Have you received your
item yet? Does the seller respond to your e-mails in a timely manner?” elc. Any
problems reported by these buyers should set off the alarm bells.

If the option is available, it might be wise to require a signed receipt of delivery for any
payment sent by mail to an unknown seller. If something goes wrong, this could prove
useful, If the payment is COD {(Cash on delivery), open the package right away in the
presence of the delivery representative, in order 10 be certain that you paid for is in fact

inside.
WHAT TO DO IF SOMETHING STILL GOES WRONG

Let’s say you have done your best, but somehow you get involved in online transaction
gone bad. On www.ebsy.com, you can file a fraud report once you determine that
something is not right. The customer support staff will investigate your report, and send
you information on what to do. Thirty days after the end of the auction if you still
haven't received your ilem, or if you received something other than what was
represented, you can file a fraud claim. Depending on the circumstances, you may be
reimbursed for a portion of what you lost.

If you paid with paypal, you can visit www.paypalcom and obtain information on their

fraud protection policy. You should alert your charge card issuer as soon as possible, as
noted above. If you paid by USPS money order there is 4 form you can request at your
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local US Post Office called a Money Order Inquiry. For a small fee, you can obtain a
copy showing who cashed your money order and when. Always keep your receipis for
your payment, and the money order customer receipt.

Keep all your e-mail correspondence with the scller. You will need it, and the e-mail
header information, to support a fraud report. Before thirty days pass from the close of
the listing, visit the auction page online and print a hard copy. Tn my case, [ also printed
the list of bids and bidders, to check for the possibility of shill bidding. On ebay, you can
also e-mail the auction web page to yourself. This enables you to have a link to the
listing after it is no longer available in the ebay search system (typically thirty days).
You may also wish to save the entire page, if you have the appropriate software on your
computer. Keep all of the e-mail notices sent by ebay until you arc sure you don’i need
themn.

Print a hardcopy of everything relevant to have on hand when filling your frand reports. [
also printed a copy of all ilems for sale by the seller. This enabled me to have a
permanent complete record of all the other auctions and the other buyers who were
defrauded. If you wish to keep track of any new auctions by the seller while you are
waiting for yours in the mail, on ebay you can do so by clicking on “view seller’s other
items” on the auction page.

Since the perpetrator was in Canada, 1 filed a fraud report by phone with the Ontario
Provincial Police. Their toll-frec number is 1-888-495-8501. [Mave copies of your
payment information, timeline, etc, in front of you before you call, so that you can
answer all the questions. They will assign a case number, be sure to write it down.
copied everything [ had, and mailed them a packet a few days later to support my report.
Their address is PHONEBUSTERS, PO Box 686, North Bay, Ontario, P1B 8J8, Canada.
You can also e-mail or fax the information to them. It is especially important that as
many defrauded buyers as possible do this, because it may increase the odds that the
detectives will open a file and investigate the case. (In this sitation, it is true that misery
loves company.) The Onfario Provincial Police Mail fraud Website online is

www.phobnebusters.com.

MNext | contacted the 1FCC, the FBI Internet Fraud Complaint Center, and filed a fraud
report online at their website, www.ifoctbicov. The IFCC report form is very detailed, so
again, have all the information in front of you when you start. A lot of the forms ask for
the same information so if you have typed up into a sort of narrative with all the dates &
events (e.g., “On April 18" 1 sent payment in the form of ...etc.), it will save you some
time. You can just cut and paste all the details from a document, and then customize it

according to the report.

I then contacted the Federal Trade Commission, and filed a fraud report online. Their
website is www.fic.gov. The process was quick and easy.

I also filed a Fraud complaint with the USPS Posial Tnspector: the website is
(www.usps.com)
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The effectiveness of fraud reports is certainly open to debate, but il may make you feel
slightly better to do something rather than nothing. Some may ask. "Ts it worth the time
required to prepare and file the fraud reports” In my case, the amount of money 1 lost
motivated me to find a constructive way of working through my fiustration.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

I hope this information will be of help, should you unexpectedly find yourself in a similar
situation. If you make use of the above strategies for online buying, they might give you
a better chance of advising the trap I fell into.

The Intemet is an excellent communication system for collectors, bringing together
buyers and sellers from around the world. We are fortunate to he among those who have
this technology available to us. | have made literally lmndreds of purchases, from dozens
of countries, and up to this transaction, they have all been successful. 1 will continue to
buy online, but I will be a little wiser for this expericnce. It has certainly made me all the
more thaniful for the wonderful people that I have been fortunate to meet along the way,
who share my enjoyment of numismatics.

Somewhere out there is the 1609 Mexico cob 8 reales | paid for. Perhaps one day the
coin will find its way to a collector who can properly appreciate it. Thope it will be me.

If you are offered the coin pictured at the beginning of this article for sale, or if you ever
see this coin for sale somewhere, I would be very interested in who the seller might be,
since this person may have knowledge of the original perpetrator. I can be reached via e-
mail at: pesof@att.net, or Write me.

Paul Iarris
P. O. Box 1649
Agoura Hills, CA 91376

18b64. Cruz de la Defensa de Guaymas.
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THE CREDIT FONCIER COMPANY
By Simon Prendergast, R-269

I first became awarc of the Credil Foncier Company in 1991 when Clyde Hubbard dug
out for me a reference that he had come across to paper money being issued in Sinaloa in
a book entitled A Sourhwestern Ulopia: An American Colony in Mexico by Thomas A
Robertson. A few months later I was offered a remaindered “Twentieth Unit of Account”
nole, and later acquired a sample sel of four denominations.

The driving force behind the Credit Foncier Company was Albert Kimsey Owen (1847-
1916). At the age of twenty-four, Owen began working as a surveyor and civil engineer
for William J, Palmer and the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. Tn the spring of 1872, he
wag sent to survey the west coast of Mexico for promising harbor sites, and there had his
first look at Tepolobampo Bay, near Los Mochis, Sinalos. Thereafter, Owen was
committed to the dream of establishing a port at Topolobampo.

Owen’s original plan was to build a railway from Texas to Topolobampo (the Texas,
Topolobampo, and Pacific Railroad) but he also envisaged settlements at the Mexican
end including a grand city called Pacific City as well as several agricultural colonies
along the Fuerte River. Having grown up with a Quaker father and having lived for a
time at Robert Owen’s utopian colony in New Harmony, Indiana, he was a staunch and
idealistic socialist. So his plans envisaged a cooperative colony where the reorganization
of labor and distribution followed the principles laid out in his essay Integral Co-
Operation.

This socioeconomic trealise determined that labor was the source of all wealth, and that
wealth, the end product of labor, should be justly dispersed through a system of credits.
Hence the Credit Foncier Company of Sinaloa, which issued stock, script and credits in
return for labor.

Supplies for the colonists were purchased through a commissary, and exchanged to
colonists for credits (script) or money, whilst the produce of colonists were received by
the commissary, credits being given to the producers.

The colony was started with twenty-seven seitlers in 1886 but ultimately failed, for a
variety of reasons. There were practical difficulties. Products delivered by colonists to the
commissary were not always saleable, yet the producers demanded credits that they could
exchange for other goods.

How to balance the needs of colonists against their earnings became a subject of much
controversy. “Instead of giving credils on the basis of a service for a service, we have
given them upon the communistic principle of “to each according to his needs’ ... we have
got to conduct the Colony on business lines; we cannot afford to make it a charitable
asylum where there is free food without labor.” Single men earned as much as the heads
of families - yet families have to be fed in a cooperative commonwealth. This issue was
resolved by allotting a five-day ration per week to non-producing members of families,
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but single men maintained that as they worked all day in the fields in exchange for
credits, the same as the family men, and helped provide food for the families, they were
entitled to have their clothes washed and mended, and their bachelor quarters cared for.
At this point many ol the women balked, although some women worked long and
patiently in the cause of complete Integral Cooperation.

Owen left the colony in 1893 but by then it had degenerated into factions and was, for all
intents and purposes, defunct. Owen’s proposed railroad, which eventually became the
Chihuahua and Pacific Railroad, was not fully realized until 1962,
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All the notes were printed by the Photo Electrotype Engraving Company of New York.
They are 113mm X 55mm (134mm x 55mm including selvage) and the four
denominations are:

1/20 unit of account black

1/10 unit of account violet

1/4 unit of account  blue

1/2 unit of account red

The samples are signed by John W Lovell, a publisher and ardent reformer who was a
loyal supporter of Owen.
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