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JULIAN |.- Emperador of the Huasteca
1812 - 1813

by Dr. Alberto F. Pradeau.

In 1810, when Hidalgo started the movement of independence of New
Spain, one of his first supporters was Julian Villagran, a man of humble origin,

whose antecedents remain obscure.

His initiative and his prodigious bravery caused the greatest unrest in
the immense territory known as the Huasteca which covers parts of the exist-
ing states of Mexico, Tamaulipas, San Luis Potosi, Veracruz and I‘iﬁfalgo.

It appears that Villagran had several sons enlisted in his forces, but
only two of these are known, Francisco and José Maria, and to both, various
investigators have applied the nickname “Chito”.

Many studies have been made on the behaviour of the Villagran's and
in general the judgement is unfavourable.

Bustamante (1), not with standing his support for the insurgents express-~
es himself as follows:

"“The call to fight for Liberty made in the Hacienda San Nicolas (II) by
the insurgent Brigadier D. Miguel Sanchez was followed by others in Xilctepec
and Huichapan (3). Among the first who came forward were D. Julian Villa-
gran and his son known as Chito, two names remembered in history as those of
two evildoers who stained the most just cause with their crimes. Chito- was
a fugitive for having murdered a sefior Chavez by stabbing him in the back.
Julian, the father of this evildoer was a fierce peasant, with a cruel tempera-
ment, lacking in education and principles, much given to drunkenness and with
all the characeristics of a brutal mule driver, who would have been much bet-
ter bringing up the rear of a string of mules than leading a squadron of men.”

According to the same historian, Julian and Sanchez were walking through
the streets of Huichapan, and Villagran felt insulted because the Brigadier
took the right hand. Some days later, when Sanchez was in Alfaxayucan
(4), talking with two friends, Julian appeare don horseback, half seas over.
and armed with a lance with which he killed the three.
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Villagran intercepted the correspondence between the Royalist Regidor
{government representative in charge) and the Viceroy Venegas and so found
about the coming and going of convoys between Mexico and Querétaro. The
insurgent took up a strategic position in Calpulalpan (5) on the road between
the two twons. In one of these attacks the insurgents killed a number of the
troops escorting the convoy and the passengers, among one of whom was Dr.
Ignacio Vélez de la Campa. This is what Bustamante says abcut the assault.

“He was killed in the most heartless way imaginable. A great boulder
fell on the rook of the coach as from the sky, smashing his head so that his
eyes shot out. As he lay dying he begged for mercy but the bloodthirsty
Indians hit him again and pierced him with lances. whilst they stole everyth
ing he had. Such a scandalous happening and such a sericus loss moved the
Viceroy to send D. Jose de la Cruz (6).

Bustamante andds that in the future there developed a similarity between
the two commanders, for if the insurgent was cruel through drunkenness, the
royalist was so in cold blood and internationally.

Alaman, a royalist, when describing the Villagrans energetically condemns
their memory, and says.

“Villagran maintained himself in inaccesible places and would submit
to no superior or government. Without any ideas or political proposals, he
dedicated himself to robbery and all types of excesses burdening the villages
with forced levies when they were in his power and punishing brutally all
those who refused to follow him.”

On the other hand D. Benito Dorantes (8) a descendant of the leaders
who took part in the insurrectionary movement in Huichapan, deny and treat
as false all that the historians mentioned say about the Villagrans. Castillo
Negrete (9) considers exaggerated some of the accounts and says.

... That in a revolution abuses and disorder are inevitable, Even through
the Villagrans had grave faults they must be given credit for what they did
in giving valuable services to the cause of Independence.”

José Ignacio Lépez Rayén. President of the Supreme Government Council
of America tried to attract the Villagrans by appointing the father as lieuten-
ant General and Commanding General of the North, and Chito as Field
Marshal, but whilst they accepted these ranks, they never obeyed the Council.
It may be believed that, in view of the high ranks which had been conferred
on them. the father declared himself Emperor of the Huasteca with the pompous
title of Julian I. His power continued to be more and more absolute and auto-~
cratic. General José Maria Morelos tolerated hi mbecause’ of the great noise
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he created” but in leter to Rayén (10) he wrote “Never have I promised
myself good results of the Villagranes and their allies; we shall have to settle
their account” (24th November 1812.)

About this time the ‘Emperor’ decided to issue his own coinage. but in
view of the technical difficulties arising from this decision, ‘His Majesty’
had to content himself with counters tamping Spanish Colonial coins. Te do
this a circular stamp was made, 13 mm in diameter. with a frame of dots amd

the name "VILLA — GRAN'’ in two lines.

It is quite probable that silver coins of all denominations were revalidated
by this revolutionary and ehight. four. and two reales have appeared, Medina
(i1) refers to this counterstamp but says he never saw a specimen. Cuadras

and Ramon do not record it but Dasi (12) describes it basing himself on the
present writers book.

THE END OF THE VILLAGRANS

Lt. Colonel Pedro Monsalve attacked Huichapan with royalist forces on
May 3rd 1819. He had previously made contact with the ADC of Chito
Villagran, and this unfaitful servant, following instructions, put mercury into
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.the ears of Chito's horse. The following day, when the insurgents, having
being driven from their trenches retired to the village, Chito tried to flee,
However, with his uneasy and unbalanced mount he could not get up enough
speed, and, as he saw the Royalist riders getting nearer, Chito took out hand-
fulls of gold ounces from his saddlebacks and threw them to right and left,
hoping in this way to appeal to the greed of his pursuers so that they might
slow down. All was in vain and Chito was captured in the Hacienda del
Siervo.

The Royalist tried to take advantage of this capture of Chito to bring
the father to order by offering pardons to both if the Emperor would give
himself up together with the village of Zimapan (1). The answer came
quickly and read. :

“"When I took up the cause of Independence I knew that I was risking
my life without any hope of enjoying the result of my sacrifices. Therefore,
because of these intimate convictions, tell the gentlement that they may dispose
of the life of my son as they please. I consider my cause right and just and
even holy and to defend it I wait here with my other sons, and perhaps my
wife may aven give me more who will continue the war.”

Chito was shot in Huichapan on May 14th 1813, The gazettes of the
Viceregal government, wishing to blacken the fame of JULIAN I called him
an unnatural father. There did not lack those, however, who threw back in
the faces of the Spaniards their inconsistency in condemning in a Mexican
that which they would have praised in a Spaniard. We recall therefore, so
that the reader may make comparisons, the heroic action of Alonso Pérez de
Guzman, how justly the eminent patrician Quintana Roo remarked.

“Sancho IV who reigned in Castile from 1282-1295 was so ambitious
that he could not fait for his father's death so he rose against him and so cut
short his life. Serious disturbances broke out in the kingdom as a result of
these tragic happenings and they encouraged the Moors who tried to recover
the town of Tarifa in 1294 in the name of the Infante Juan. The port was
defended by Alonso Pérez de Guzman who, with helpers repulsed the
furious attacks of the Moors. Don Juan. in his rage throught up a horrible
atrocity. In one of the villages of the district lived a small son of Alonso Pérez
de Guzman who was captured by Don Juan who then asked to speak to the
Governor and defender of Tarifa, The Infante showed him his son and said
that if he did not surrender he would cut the child’'s throat, The unhappy
father, determined to do his duty, but knowing he was sacrificing the life of
his son, trew his sword to them saying’ If you lack steel, here is mine’. The
Infante had the barbarity to fulfill his threat.
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With the death of Chito the royalist forces were free to concentrate
against Don Julian who was entrenched in Real de Zimapan. Ordofiez y
Monsalve with companies of the Dragoons of New Spain, and Lobera with
the Scouts of Tresvillas and some dragoons of San Luis and Queretaro attacked
the insurgents in their positions and put them to flight. On May 31st 1813
they were caught up with in their camp at San Juan and defeated after fierce
fighting. The greater part surrended and only Colonel José Felipe Maya
continued to support the old Villagran who tried to escape with a handful of
men. Maya, trying to curry favour with the Royalist made a deal with Lieut.
Colonel Rafael Casasola and. wiht his help. the ‘Emperor’ was taken on June
13th 1813, On instructions received from the Viceroy Calleja. Julian 1 and 22
members of his ‘suite’ were shot on June 21st 1813 in the Hacienda de Gilitla.
Castillo differs from this instating that the shooting took place in Huichapan
in the San Mateo district and that his head was put on a spike and one of
his hands sent to Ixmiquilpan (16) as a warning to his sympathisers. Some
days later states Castillo Negrete the head was recovered and buried in Zita-
cuaro, State of Michoacan with all the solemnity possible of the depressed
insurgent party.

Another episode of this nature, a combination of utter depravity and
sublime sacrifice is to be found in the history of Mexico. In the attack on
Tacambaro by the republican general Nicolas Régules, which was defended
by the imperialists under the Belgian Tydgadt on the 11th April 1865, the
latter placed the wife and children of the attacking leader in the front line.
General Régules was informed but. without hesitation he gave the order to
attack and not only succeeded in capturing the town but in saving his family.
Tydgadt, who was badly wounded was taken prisoner and although given
every attention died the following day.

A similar case may be mentioned as a further example during the Spanish
Civil War when, in 1936, José Moscardé e Ituarte was defending the Alcazar
of Toledo as Colonel of Infantry (Falangist). His son Luis Moscardé Guz-
man was taken prisoner by the head of the marxist militia. At 10 in the
morning on July 23rd 1936 Colonel Moscardé was called on the telephone
and offered the life of his son if he would surrender the Alcazar. Moscardé
refused and his son was brutally murdered. (cf Martinez Leal, El Asedio de
Toledo —The Siege of Toledo— Toledo.
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NOTES:

BUSTAMANTE, CARLOS MARIA.—Cuadro de la Revolucién Mexicana. (Picture
of the Mexican Revolution) Mexico 1842 Vol. 1 pp. 135-136.

HACIENDA DE SAN NICOLAS. One of the biggest in the Province of the Agus-
tines of Michoacan.

JILOTEPEC is in the State of Mexico; Huichapan in the State of Hidalgo.
ALFAXAYUCAN, village of the Municipality of Ixmiquilpan in the State of Hidalgo.
CALPULALPAM; a place in the State of Mexico 109 Km. from Mexico City.

JOSE DE LA CRUZ. A Brigadier who had served in Spain in the Army of General
D. Gregorio de la Cuesta.

ALAMAN, LUCAS; Historia de México (History of Mexico) Mexico 1942. Vol
II pp. 72-73.

CITA DE CASTILLO NEGRETE Vol. VI pp. 73-79.

CASTILLO NEGRETE; Emilio.—México en el Siglo XIX (Mexico in the XIXth
Century) Mexico 1875-1891 26 volumenes (Vol. VI pp. 17-21, 78-82.

MORELOS, JOSE MARIA. Documentos inéditos y poco conocidos (Unedited and little
know documents) Mexico 1927 3 vols.,, (Vol. II p. 266.)

MEDINA, JOSE TORIBIO.—Monedas obsidionales Hispano Americanas Santiago de
Chile 1919. p. 221,

DASI, TOMAS.—Estudio de los reales de a ocho (Study of the 8 Reales) Valencia
1951 Vol. IV pp. 194-195.

PRADEAU, ALBERTO FRANCISCO.—Numismatic History of Mexico. Los Angeles
California, 1938 p. 131, P1XXII ex No. 11.

ZIMAPAN, Principal town of the Municipality of the same name in the State of
Hidalgo, Mexico.

QUINTANA ROO; ANDRES.—~Lawyer prominent revolutionary, pol;tician and liter-
ateur; born in Merida, Yucatan (1787-1851).

IXMIQUILPAN, Principal town in the Municipality of the same name in the State
of Hidalgo.
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Julian |. Emperador de la Huasteca

1812 - 1813

Dor el Dr. Alberto F. Pradeau i

En 1810, al iniciar Hidalgo el movimiento de emancipacién de la Nueva
" Espafia, uno de sus primeros adherentes fue Julian Villagran, individuo de
humilde origen, cuya genealogia permanece en la obscuridad.

Su intrepidez y prodigios de valor pusieron en grande agitacién al in-
menso territorio denominado Huasteca que abarca regiones de los actuales
Estados de la Republica Mexicana: Tamaulipas, San Luis Potosi, Veracruz
e Hidalgo.

Al parecer, Villagran tenia varios hijos alistados en sus fuerzas, mas sélo
dos se dan a conocer, Francisco y José Maria, y a ambos, diferentes invesii-
gadores les atrituyen el apodo "“Chito".

Diversas apreciaciones se han hecho sobre la conducta de Villagran,
juzgandoseles en general, en manera desfavorable. Bustamante (1), no obs-
tante su parcialidad por los insurgentes, se expresa asi:

“Apellidada la libertad en la Hacienda de San Nicolas (2) por el bri-
gadier insurgente D. Miguel Sanchez ,fue luego seguida la voz en Xilotepec
y Huichapan (3). Entre los primeros que se presentaron fueron D. Julian Vi-
llagran y su hijo conocido con el nombre de CHITO, nombres [unestos que
recuerdan la historia de los malvados que han deturpado con sus crimenes,
la més justa de las causas. El tal “Chito” andaba errante por haber asesinado
a un sefior Chavez, dandole una pufialada a traicion. Julian, el padre de este
malvado, es campesino feroz, cruel por temperamento, falto de educacién y
principios, dado a la embriagez, con todos los tamafios de un arriero brutal y
mas propio para andar al rabo de una recua de mulas que a la cabeza de un
escuadron de hombres”.

Segtn el mismo historiador, Julian y Sanchez paseaban por las calles de
Huichapan y como el brigadier tomase el lado derecho, se ofendié Villagran.
Dias después, estando Sanchez en Alfaxayucan (4) platicando con los ami-
gos, se presenta Julian a caballo a media bolina, armado de una lanza y dio

muerte a los tres.
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Villagran interceptaba la correspondencia de un regidor realista de Gua-
najuato dirigida al Virrey Venegas y se enteraba de cuando irian o vendrian
convoyes entre la Ciudad de México y Querétaro. El insurgente se situaba en
Calpulapan (5), lugar estratégico y de preciso transito entre las dos pobla-
ciones. En uno de los asaltos, los insurgentes dieron muerte a parte de la
tropa que escoltaba el convoy y a los pasajeros bajo su custodia, siendo uno
de ellos el auditor de guerra Dr. Ignacio Vélez de la Campa. He aqui lo que
Bustamante refiere sobre el asalto:

“Fue muerto de la manera mas cruenta que pueda imaginarse. Despren-
dieron sobre el cielo del coche un enorme pefiasco y aplastandole la cabeza, se le
saltaron los ojos; moribundo, imploraba clemencia, pero encarnizados los indios,

" multiplicaron los golpes, rematéndolo a lanzadas y robandole cuanto traia. Acon-
tencimiento tan escandaloso y pérdida tan sensible, movié al Virrey a mandar a

D. José de la Cruz (6).”

Y afiade Bustamante que en lo sucesivo seria facil notar una particular
afinidad entre los dos jefes, porque si el insurgente era cruel por embriagez,
el realista lo era a sangre fria por calculo y combinaciones.

Alaman (7), partidario de los realistas, al tratar de los Villagran, enéi-
gicamente condena su memoria diciendo:

“Villagran se mantuvo en lugares inaccesibles sin sujetarse a jefe o
gobierno alguno sin ideas ni proyectos politicos se entregé al robo y a toda
clase de excesos, oprimiendo con vejaciones a los pueblos que estaban bajo su
poder y castigando cruelmente a todos los que rehusaban seguirle”

En cambio D. Benito Dorantes (8), descendiente de los jefes que toma-
ron parte en el movimiento insurgente en Huichapan, niega y asegura ser
falso todo lo que dicen los historiadores citados sobre los Villagran. Castillo
Negrete (9) estima exagerados a unos y otros y asienta “que los abusos y des-
Srdenes en una revolucién son inevitables, ‘que indudablemente los Villagran
adolecieron de faltas graves, pero no hay que negarles el crédito que se me-
recen prestando valiosos servicios a la causa de la independencia’.

El Lic. José Ignacio Lépez Rayén, Presidente de la Suprema Junta Gu-
bernativa de América, traté de atraerse a los Villagran nombrando teniente
general y comandante general del Norte, al padre y mariscal de campo a
Chito, rangos que aceptaron mas nunca obedecieron a la Junta . Es de creerse
que debido a la alta graduacién que se les habia conferido, el padre se auto-
declar6 EMPERADOR DE LA HUASTECA bajo el pomposo titulo de JU-
LIAN I. Su poderio continué siendo mas absoluto y -mas autdcrata. El general
don José Maria Morelos lo toleraba “por el gran ruido que hacia” pero.en. su
carta del 24 de noviembre de 1812 dirigida a Rayén (10) le dcia; “Nunca
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me he prometido buenocs resultades de los Villagranes y sus aliados; ya les

ajustaremos la cuenta’.

Por esa época, el EMFERADOR decidié emitir su propia moneda, mas
ante las dificultades técnicas que la disposicién presentaba, “SU MAGES-
TAD”, huto de conformase con resellar moneda hispano-colonial, Para ello
se hizo de un punzén circular de 13 milimetros de diametro con marco de

puntos y el vocablo VILLA-GRAN en dos lineas:

Es probable que monedas de plata de todas denominaciones 1} hayan side
revalidadas por este insurgente y se han visto de a ocho ,cuatro y dos reales.
Medina (11) hace alusiéon a este resello, mas nunca vio un ejemplar; Cuadras

y Ramén no lo registra, pero Dasi (12) lo descubre basandose en la cbra
de quien esto escribe (13).

EL FIN DE LOS VILLAGRAN

Al atacar Huichapan, las fuerzas realistas del Teniente Coronel Pedro
Mocnsalve el 3 de mayo de 1813, este jefe estaba en convivencia con el asis-
tente de Chito Villagran y este infiel sirviente, siguiendo instrucciones, intro-
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dujo azogue en las orejas del caballo de Chito. Al dia siguiente, cuando los
insurgentes desalojados de sus trincheras se replegaban a la parroquia, Chito
traté6 de salvarse huyendo, pero su cabalgadura inquieta y desequilibrada no
pudo correr con la velocidad requerida y notando que los jinetes realistas se
aproximaban, Chito, metiendo mano en sus alforjas sacaba pufiados de onzas
de oro y las arrojaba a diestra y siniestra, con la esperanza de que la avaricia
detuviera a sus perseguidores. Todo fue en vano y Chito cayé prisionero en
la Hacienda del Siervo.

Los realistas trataron de aprovechar la prisién de Chito para reducir al
padre ofreciéndole el indulto a ambos, si el emperador se rendia y entregaba
. el pueblo de Zimapan (14). La contestacién no se hizo esperar y leia:

“Al abrazar la causa de la independencia, sabia que arriesgaria la vida
sin esperanza de gozar el fruto de mis sacrificios; por esa persuacién tan in-
tima, digoles a esos sefiores que dispongan de la vida de mi hijo como gusten,
que mi causa la veo santa y sagrada, y que para defenderla, aqui los espero

con mis otros hijos, y que tal vez mi esposa me dé ain otros mas que con-
tinuaran la guerra”

Chito fue fusilado en Huichapan el 14 de mayo de 1813. Las gacetas
del gobierno virreinal, deseando obscurecer la gloria de JULIAN I le llama-
ron padre desnaturalizado, pero no falté quien echase en cara a los espafioles
su inconsecuencia vituperando en un mexicano lo que tanto exaltaban en un
compatriota. Recordemos pues la accién heroica de D. Alonso Pérez de Guz-
man para que comparando, vea el lector cuan acertadamente lo juzgd el
eminente patricio Quintana Roo (15):

Reinata en Castilla D. Sancho IV (1282-1295) cuya ambicion no le
permitic aguardar la muerte de su padre Alfonso X, levantdse contra él y
abrevié sus dias. De tan funesto proceder nacieron serias turbulencias en el
reino y dieron aliento a los morcs, quienes trataron de reccbrar en 1294 la
plaza de Tarifa, valiéndose del infante D. Juan Defendia el Puerto D. Alonso
Dérez de Guzman, quien con su gente rechazd los [uriosos ataques de los mo-
ros. Irritado D. Juan, medité cometer la atrocidad mas ruin: en una de las al-
deas comarcanas se hallaba un pequefio hijo de D. Alonso (Pérez de Guz-
man), se apoderé de él y pidio platica al gobernador y defensor de Tarifa;
mostrole al Infante a su hijo y le anuncio que si no se rendia. degollaria al nifio
El infeliz padre, resuelto a cumplir con su deber y a sabiendas que sacrificaba
la vida de su hijo, arrojoles su espada, diciendos jsi os [alta acero, ahi tenéis
el mio! El Infante tuvc la barbarie de cumplir su amenaza’,
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Con la muerte de Chito, los realistas pudieron concentrar sus fuerzas
contra D. Julian; éste se hallaba fortificado 2n el Real de Zimapan. Odéne:z
y Monsalve con las compaiiias de granaderos de Nueva Espafia y Lobera
con la de cazadores de Tresvillas y algunos dragones de San Luis y Queré-
taro, atacaron las posiciones insurgentes y los pusieron en fuga. El 31 de mayo
de 1813 se les dio alcance en el campamento de San Juan y tras un vivo com-
Yate, los independientes fueron derrotados, rindiéndose a discrecién la ma-
yor parte; solo el Coronel José Felipe Maya continué al lado de Villagran
el Viejo, que con un pufiado de hombres trataba de escapar. Maya deseando
cbtener mérito ante los realistas, entré6 en pacto con el Teniente Coronel
Ralael Casasola y con su ayuda, el EMPERADOR fue aprendido el 13 de
junio de 1813. Por instrucciones recibidas del Virrey Calleja, Julian 1 y 22
personas del “séquito”, fueron pasados por las armas el 21 de junio de 1813
en la Hacienda de Gilitla. Castillo Negrete difiere y asienta que el fusila-
miento se llevé a cato en Huichapan en 2l barrio de San Mateo, que su cabeza
fue espetada y que una de sus manos se envié a Ixmiquilpan (16) como una
advertencia a sus simpatizadores. Dias después, asegura Castillo Negrete
partidarios de los Villagran, recogieron las cabezas de ambos y les dieron
sepultura en Zitacuaro, Estado de Michoacan, con toda la solemnidad posible
dentro del escualido partido insurgente.

Otro episodio de esta naturaleza, muestra de ruin bajeza y de sublime
sacrificio, insélito por su caracter, se halla registrado en la Historia de Mé-
xico: en el ataque a Tacambaro, Michoacan, por el general republicano Nico-
las Régules y defendida por los imperialistas al mando del jefe belga Tyd-
gadt, el 11 de abril de 1865, éste ultimo colocé en primera linea a la esposa
e hijos del atacante a quien se le comunicé el hecho; el general Régules, sin
flaquear, ordené el avance y no sélo tomé la plaza, sino que logré salvar a
su familia. Tydgadt, maherido, cayé prisionero junto con 210 de sus compa-
fieros y aun cuando fue piadosamente atendido, murié al dia siguiente.

Como nota adicional de un hecho semejante, mencionaremos que durante
la guerra civil espafiola de 1936, defendia el Alcazar de Toledo don José Mos-
cardé e Ituarte, coronel de infanteria (falangista) cuyo hijo, Luis Moscardé
Guzman, fue hecho prisionero por el jefe de milicias (marxista); el 23 de ju-
lio de 1936, a las 10 de la mafiana le hablan por teléfono al Coronel Moscardé
y le ofrecen la vida de su hijo a cambio de la rendicién del Alcazar; Mos-

card6 no accedié y su hijo fue vilmente asesinado. (Cfr. Martinez Leal, EI
asedio del Alcazar de Toledo. Toledo, s. [.Q
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194-195.

13.—PRADEAU, ALBERTO FRANCISCO.—Numismatic History of Mexico. Los Angeles,
California. 1938. pag. 131. Lam. XXII, ejem. Nam. 11,

14.—Zimapan, villa cabecera de la Municipalidad de su nombre en el Estado de Hidalgo,
Meéxico.

15.—Quintana Roo, Andrés.—Abogado, prominente insurgente, politico y literato; nacido
en Mérida, Yucatan. (1787-1851).

16.—I¥miquilpan, cabecera de la Municipalidad de su nombre, en el Estado de Hidalgo.
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NOTA.— Este articulc fue publicado en el Boletin 49 de Octubre a Diciembre de 1965. Vol. Vi.
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